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When is a Snake not a Snake

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Numbers 21:4-9, NIV) They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go round Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!" Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. The people came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us." So Moses prayed for the people. The LORD said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live." So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Welcome to Lent. Enjoy your stay.

A. Ever resent the season of Lent?

1. Everything so somber

2. No “Alleluias”

3. Like a big cloud hanging over the entire 40 days

4. Can’t wait to get to Easter

B. In today’s lesson, Israel was feeling this way

II. Israel wanting to get to the promised land

A. They got impatient

1. They’d been traveling in circles

2. Getting nowhere fast

3. Didn’t trust God’s wisdom in leading them

a. God had led them as a cloud & pillar of fire

b. He’d promised them that they’d get to the promised land

B. Tired of waiting

1. Wanted to be there now
C. God sent snakes

1. Snakes bit the people & they died

2. Cried out to Moses to ask God for help

3. Didn’t take away the snakes

a. Wanted the Israelites’ faith strengthened

b. God doesn’t always provide easy way out

4. God provided a solution

a. Make a bronze snake & put it on a tall pole

b. Make sure everyone can see it

c. Anyone bitten by the snakes would live if they look to the snake on the pole

III. Israel waiting for the Messiah

A. Got tired of waiting

1. Promise was made to Adam & Eve

2. God waited a long time

B. Did all kinds of things in their impatience

1. Worshipped false gods

2. Tried to save themselves by their own works

a. If the Savior isn’t coming, we’ll save ourselves

b. That’s self-worship

C. God did provide a solution

1. Didn’t take away suffering completely

a. Trouble still remains in the world

b. God promised to strengthen our faith through our trials

2. Sent His Son, Jesus

a. Just like the bronze snake, He was lifted up on a pole for all to see

b. Took the form of the affliction: became our sin

c. Anyone who looks to Him for life will live

IV. Us waiting for the Second Coming

A. We get tired of waiting, too

1. Chase after false gods

a. Family

b. Career

c. Mammon

2. Get bit by sin

a. Not popular, but we deserve anything bad that happens to us

b. Yet that’s not how God responds

i. Allows us to suffer

ii. Provides a way out

3. Keep looking to the One hanging on the pole

a. Power didn’t come from the image

b. Nothing special about wearing a cross necklace, etc.

c. Power is in the promise attached to it: look to it & live

i. Seems too easy

ii. So is it with God

iii. Look to the cross

iv. See the Savior, who became your sin (like the serpent) hanging there

v. Power is in the promise

vi. Believe that He has the power to give you life

vii. That’s all there is to it. Look and live. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Cross Necklace

Message: Is this cross magic? Can it forgive your sins? Why do we have crosses in church? What did God promise?

Lesson Summary

Today’s lessons emphasize that God saves all who trust Him.

The Old Testament Lesson tells of the curse of the fiery

serpents which punished Israel, but also of God's mercy through the bronze

serpent. The Epistle emphasizes that we are saved by God's grace for

service. The Gospel is the New Testament fulfillment of the Old Testament

Lesson, Jesus on the cross expresses God's mercy for all who trust Him.

Preservice Lesson

1st Commandment: Flies in the face of “All gods are the same.” What is most important to you is your God.
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