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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: (5th Petition): In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”

Message: Why do we forgive others? Jesus forgave the people who do bad things to you and He forgave you. He died to take away those other people’s sins, and He took yours away, too.

Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Philemon 1:10-21) I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me. I am sending him--who is my very heart--back to you. I would have liked to keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do will be spontaneous and not forced. Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him back for good-- no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord. So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back--not to mention that you owe me your very self. I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Over the past three years, we’ve heard a lot about freedom

B. As Americans, we value freedom, and our soldiers are willing to die defending our freedom

C. Today’s text speaks of an even greater freedom through an escaped slave

II. I call on you for my child, Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my bonds,

A. Onesimus was a slave to a Christian named Philemon

B. Philemon became a Christian through friendship with St. Paul

C. Sometime afterward, Onesimus escaped from slavery

1. But being an escaped slave in the Roman Empire was a dangerous thing to be

2. And it appears that Onesimus soon learned that he’d been better off as a slave

3. So somehow, he managed to find his master’s old friend, St. Paul, who was imprisoned at the time for preaching Jesus Christ

4. And through St. Paul’s ministry, Onesimus too came to faith in Christ

5. So now, St. Paul was asking Philemon to show mercy on Onesimus as he returned to the master he’d run away from

III. who formerly was useless to you but now is useful to you and me.

A. The name “Onesimus” means “useful,” and St. Paul takes delight in playing on that name.

B. But we’re just like Onesimus: useful in name, but useless rebellious slaves in reality

1. God made us useful when He gave us saving faith through Baptism

2. But how useful have each of you been to the Kingdom of God?

3. Could you have done more the spread God’s love?

4. And how many times a day do you escape from God’s lordship and go your own way?

C. And yet, through faith, God can use you—yes, even you

1. He has called you to many vocations

2. And whatever skills and abilities you have

3. And whatever vocations He has called you to

a) Whether farmer, nurse, or computer programmer

b) Whether father, daughter, or grandmother

c) Or even just friend or next-door neighbor

4. God can use you to His glory and the glory of His Kingdom

a) It’s not so much you doing something for Him

b) Rather, God does everything through you, the cracked pot filled with gold

IV. I am sending him back. Therefore, receive him, that is, my own heart,

A. Paul dearly loved Onesimus, having gotten to know him as he catechized him (taught him the basics of the Christian faith)

B. And Paul loved Philemon as well

C. So Paul asked Philemon to forgive Onesimus for his rebellion

1. Given the daily sins God had forgiven Philemon

2. This was no major request

3. Just as it’s no major request to ask you to forgive those who’ve sinned against you

V. whom I wished to keep with me that on your behalf, he might minister to me in my bonds of the Gospel.

A. St. Paul had once been Saul, killer of Christians—useless to the Kingdom

B. But God had given him faith and made him useful beyond imagination

C. Now, Paul asked Philemon to give Onesimus the same opportunity Paul had been given: to serve the Kingdom by serving Paul in prison

VI. But without your knowledge, I didn't want to do anything, so that your goodness would not be by compulsion, but voluntary.

A. Good deeds have to be voluntary

B. If you’re giving out of compulsion, you may be helping others, but for the wrong reason

C. Christianity is not about “being good” nor about guilt

D. Rather, God gives to use freely, no strings attached

E. And we respond in thankfulness to what He has given because of His great love

VII. For perhaps for this reason he was separated [from you] for a while that you would have him back eternally, no longer as a slave, but more than a slave—a beloved brother, especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

A. Here is the amazing power of God: that He is “strong to save”

1. Onesimus’ running from his master was sin, rebellion against the 4th commandment that commands that we honor those in authority over us

2. But God used that sinful action to bring Onesimus to Paul

3. And God used Onesimus’ sin to bring Onesimus to saving faith and eternal life

4. God doesn’t condone evil, and all sin is evil

5. But He is able to use even the work of the devil to the benefit of the kingdom, the Cross being the greatest example

VIII. If therefore you regard me as any kind of partner, accept him as you would me. But if he has wronged you or owes you for anything, charge it to my account.

A. Forgiving others is a confession of Christian faith that Christ has forgiven you as well as the one who wronged you

B. If Christ has already forgiven you and those who have wronged you, who are you to hold onto those sins

1. Furthermore, if you believe Christ has forgiven those sins, how can you keep using those sins as weapons to hurt others by bringing them up again and again?

2. And how can you go around telling your friends and neighbors about the sins of others for whom Christ died?

3. Think about how you’d feel about overhearing gossip about your spouse or your children.

4. When you gossip about someone, that’s a child of God whose already-forgiven sins you’re dredging up

5. You, for whom Christ also died

C. St. Paul takes it a further step, offering to pay whatever Onesimus has cost Philemon in lost productivity

D. Because God had already charged all of Paul’s sins to Jesus’ account

IX. I, Paul, am writing this in my own hand. I will repay it (not to mention to you that you owe to me even your own self besides).

A. To whom do you owe your own self?

B. Who has God used in your life to bring you to faith and salvation?

1. For many of you, it was your parents and a former pastor who brought you to faith through the waters of Holy Baptism

2. Maybe it was your spouse or a good friend who first told you of Jesus’ love

3. And how many have since encouraged you in the faith?

4. To those people, you owe your life—and more

5. And yet, most of them expect nothing for it, simply sharing with you the gift that had been freely given to them

X. Yes, brother, let me benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart is Christ.

A. As Onesimus has been “useful” to Paul, now Paul calls on Philemon to be “useful” by releasing Onesimus to care for Paul

B. What a tremendous blessing God is to us through those He brings into our lives!

XI. Having confidence in your obedience, I write to you since I know that you will do even more than what I say.

A. If Paul wrote to you, could he say, “I know you’ll do even more than I ask”?

1. He has written many things to you in his epistles, but how much of his words have you taken to heart?

2. How many of them have you even read?

3. And how much do you remember?

B. But if you remember one thing from Paul’s writings, remember his overarching message, the message of salvation

1. Because ultimately, Paul’s message to Philemon on Onesimus’ behalf is also God’s Word on your behalf

2. Because God loved you not only enough to give you His written Word

3. But He sent the Word to be flesh, Jesus Christ

4. And where you failed, and for your failures, Christ became the ultimate slave, perfectly obedient

5. And for you, Jesus was obedient, even when obedience meant death on a cross

6. And for His obedience, you receive the gift He bought for you, eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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