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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What makes you happy?

Message: No matter how sad we are, we can be joyful that all our problems will end at the resurrection.

The Source of Joy

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Philippians 1:1-7) Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Where do you find joy?

B. The families who have lost everything in the South are understandably upset

1. So many have lost everything they have

2. But the most sorrowful are those who lost their families

C. Yet some have amazing joy in the midst of their loss

1. Because of all they’ve lost

2. They still have the joy that goes beyond possessions

3. That joy can only be found in love

II. Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus to all the holy ones in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi with the overseers and deacons.

A. Paul is writing this letter from prison

B. And he’s writing to the “holy ones” or saints

C. What makes these people saints?

1. When Paul was traveling through that area, He shared the Gospel with them

2. They came to faith in Jesus Christ through his message of salvation

3. And their sins were forgiven totally by God’s grace—undeserved love

4. And their faith was sustained by the preaching and teaching of their pastors and teachers, as well as their mutual service to each other

D. Did they do something to deserve being called “holy”?

1. No, but God did

2. He sent His Holy Spirit to work through His word and create faith in their hearts

3. And through that faith alone, God made them holy

III. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

A. This is how we are all holy

1. Because of God’s grace

2. Because He has made us holy by the blood of His Son, Jesus Christ

B. But in Christ alone do we find peace

1. Peace in possessions will not fade, as those in the gulf states can assure you

2. Even peace in your family only goes so far

3. But peace in Christ is eternal and can never be taken from you

a) In Christ, through faith, we know that, no matter what we lose

b) Because all of our problems will eventually be resolved with resurrection

IV. I thank God in all my remembrance of you,

A. It’s hard to imagine Paul thanking God for anything

1. He was in prison

2. He was persecuted and hated by his former colleagues

B. But he had joy in the Philippians

1. They had saving faith because Paul brought them the Gospel

2. He had personally seen the effectiveness of the Gospel in their lives

3. And he rejoiced that God had used someone as unworthy as him for such a tremendous miracle

4. But he also rejoiced in just knowing that these people were going to heaven and had been snatched from the fire

V. always in every request of mine for all of you, making my requests with joy,

A. Paul is joyful because he has Christ

1. Through faith, he has the promise of eternal life

B. But he also rejoices in his Christian brothers

1. He is loved by them

2. And when life is going badly, you’ll find tremendous joy in being loved

VI. on [the basis of] your fellowship in the Gospel from the first day until now.

A. In hearing the Gospel from Paul, the Philippians had fellowship in the body of Christ with him and all Christians

B. Fellowship in the Divine Service

1. We assemble here to receive God’s gifts and respond in faith

2. We also gather to rejoice together and build each other up

3. That’s why we, like so many churches, have a “fellowship hall”

4. So we can encourage each other’s faith

C. But Christian fellowship goes beyond the church property

1. We have fellowship in the Gospel through our vocations

2. When you change a diaper, you’re showing a child God’s love

3. When you do your job and provide a product or service to another, you’re showing the customer God’s love by providing for them

D. Our fellowship in the Gospel is a part of our everyday life

1. We are partners with St. Paul and the other apostles

2. We have been given the tremendous gift of life and salvation through the blood of Christ, shed for us on the cross

3. And we have been given the amazing honor of sharing that message and showing that fellowship with others

4. So they can become part of that fellowship

VII. Being confident of this same thing, that He who began in you a good work will complete it until the day of Christ Jesus.

A. What good work has God performed in you? Faith.

B. What is its completion? Salvation from hell and eternal life

C. God performs this miracle in us

D. And as we hear His Word preached, He continues to bring us ever closer to that completion

VIII. Even as it is proper for me to think this way about all of you because you have me in your heart both in my bonds and in my defense and confirmation of the Gospel, you are all partners in grace with me.

A. Even all Paul did was not enough to earn him any special status before God

B. Rather, he was a “partner in grace”

C. He, along with the Philippians and with us enjoyed the grace of God through the sacrifice of Christ on the cross in our place

IX. For as God is my witness, I long for all of you in the inward parts of Christ Jesus.

A. What Paul is saying here is that our love for each other is an expression of God’s love for us

B. We wouldn’t know what love is were it not for God’s love given to us

C. And when we love one another by giving of ourselves to help others,

D. We show them God, because God is love

E. Paul loved the Philippians because God loved them

F. And God loves us as well because Jesus took away our sins, made us holy, and thus made us lovable in God’s eyes

X. And this I pray, that your love may increase more and more in knowledge and all discernment.

A. Love isn’t a feeling—it’s sacrificial action

B. As Paul brought the Gospel to them and showed them Christ’s love

C. He prays that God’s love would show through the Philippians—and us—as well

D. His prayer is that their faith would be put into action

1. Both in service to their neighbors

2. And in discerning truth from lies

3. Because love and truth are inseparable from each other when it comes to the Gospel

a) It may seem more loving to not condemn sin

b) But it’s not loving to ignore others’ sin—it’s lazy and cowardly

XI. that you may approve of the things that are better, that you may be pure and blameless in the day of Christ.

A. As the struggles of life go on around us, it is imperative that we choose God’s way over the world’s way

1. Clinging to the Gospel and refusing to give in and say, “All religions worship the same god.”

2. Clinging to the truth of 6 literal days of creation thousands of years ago, not billions

3. Clinging to God’s Word that tells us that all life is valuable from conception to grave

4. And absolutely holding firm to God’s promise of salvation by grace alone through faith alone on the Word alone because of Christ alone

B. And through that God-given faith, we will indeed be blameless in the day of Christ

1. Not because we have led blameless lives

2. But because Christ led a 100% perfect, blameless life and then took our blame on Himself and paid for our blame on the cross

XII. having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which is through Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God.

A. God has filled you with His righteousness

B. He has forgiven your sin by Christ’s death

C. He has given you eternal life through Christ’s resurrection

D. So any good we do is to the glory of our righteous God

E. Our God who created us, redeemed us, and gives us joy in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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