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Life or Death: Which is better?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Philippians 1:19-27, NIV) for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me. Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Written while Paul in Prison

A. Not like today’s prisons

B. No concern for “Human Rights”

C. Imagine a jail cell with no indoor plumbing: need say no more

II. what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance

A. Didn’t know for sure whether he’d live or die

B. Either way, he knew he’d be saved

C. Huh?

1. Didn’t get my drivers’ license until I was 20

a. Didn’t even take the test until then

2. Consequently, I waited for rides, busses, etc.

3. Hated waiting for rides

4. Look down the road: is that it?

5. Our experience as a Christian

a. Is that it?

b. Many Protestants say: “Is that the antichrist?”: Live in fear of the end

c. We’re watching & waiting, too, but not for antichrist or human bar-coding

III. Live is Christ

A. Each of us has been called by God to a different place

1. When Reggie White was called to play for Packers, “Only if I feel called by God to go there.”

a. Coach Holmgren left message on his machine: “This is God.”

2. People at your work/school/home who don’t know Jesus

a. See Him as a judge

b. See Him letting everyone in

c. See Him flipping a coin (Reformed/Presbyterian view of salvation)

3. The only reason you’re alive right now is to share the Gospel

a. Called to be a Christ to others

b. Yes, God is a judge

i. He judges sin severely

ii. Instead of punishing us, punished Jesus for our sins

iii. “Depart from Me. I don’t know you.”

iv. Stepped back & watched His Son die utterly alone.

c. Through that, He does let everyone in

i. Everyone with a spotless record

ii. Jesus on the † transferred our sins to His record

iii. Let in on His merit

iv. By  faith in Jesus’ merit, we’re saved

v. If you try to get in on your own, you’ll find the doors locked tight

d. Your job is to tell people the password

i. If they were to stand outside of heaven, they could demand that God let them in

ii. “Jesus took my place on the cross. You promised to let me in!”

e. God has you here so you can tell others

IV. Die is gain

A. Jesus gave up everything

1. Life

2. Sinlessness

3. Glory

B. For Us!!!

1. We will live forever

2. Free from sin & its effects

3. Fully understand “paid for”

4. Thank Him to His face

C. men die: see the beauties of heaven

1. “I could’ve been here 20 years ago if not for all that oat bran!”

2. Life is of infinite value: why we evangelize

3. There is something better

V. Conclusion: act like a citizen of heaven: Politicos: conduct citizenship

A. Watch & wait

1. You’l soon see Jesus face to face

2. Are you ready? Do you know for whom you’re looking?

B. Look up

1. Get others to look up with you

2. While you’re waiting, make something of your time here

3. Share the free gift of salvation that’s been freely given to you. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Message: What’s the password?

Passwords let us into places

Password to heaven? (How to get in?)

Lesson Summary

Today’s lessons tell us that God's grace motivates our Christian service. Through the prophet in the Old Testament Lesson, God's grace invites all to return to Him. The Epistle tells us that God's grace has moved Paul to faithful service and should so inspire us as well. The Gospel is the parable of the Workers in the Vineyard, illustrating that our rewards in Christ's service are strictly by His grace, not by merit.

"About the Liturgy"

Kyrie: Jesus is LORD, Summary prayer.
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