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What do you think?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Philippians 2:5-11, NASB) Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: What do you think of when you hear “Servant”?

A. Slaves

B. Washing feet

C. Helping people

II. Confirmation (Erik, Emily, Kim)

A. Finished boot camp

B. Now armed to fight in God’s army

1. Stand firm for the truth as it’s taught in God’s Word

2. Combat Sin with God’s Word

3. Fight temptation to break the commandments

4. Hit others with the Gospel and bring them to Life (in Jesus)

C. Think like Jesus

III. How can we think like Jesus?

A. What did He think about?

1. Born in a stable: what was He thinking about?

2. Preaching, teaching, & performing miracles

3. As He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey being hailed as king by children & adults

B. He thought about His mission

1. Tell people they were accountable to God for their sins

2. Everyone has broken God’s Law & deserves punishment

3. Also tell people that He came to die for them

C. That was His focus: the cross

1. Took the form of a servant

a. Isaiah on “servant”: (Isaiah 53:5, NIV) But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.

b. Ultimate act of servanthood is to die for someone

2. Emptied Himself

a. What you’ve heard is wrong: Not of His power

b. Yes, He concealed His glory, but that’s not what Paul’s talking about

i. It’s still hidden from us

ii. He’s not emptied any more

c. Of His life

d. Of His blood

IV. What do we think about?

A. Lots of other stuff

1. How can I get all the stuff I want?

2. How can I gain the respect of my friends?

3. Ourselves

B. We should have a mind like Jesus’

1. Servant

a. Helping others

b. Not seeking personal gain

2. Focused on the cross

a. Always remembering what Jesus did for you

b. Always letting that be your motivation

c. Since Jesus died for me, what should I do right this minute?

3. Willing to praise Him publicly like the disciples on Palm Sunday

a. Not being afraid to stand for the Truth, no matter who it is

b. Not being afraid to share the Gospel, no matter who it is

4. Willing to take up your cross if necessary

a. Today, you’ll take an oath to defend the truth to the point of death

b. Should that opportunity arise, you’ll be in the best company: prophets, apostles, Jesus Himself

V. No matter what you encounter, you'll always be under protection

A. The Servant is also the King

B. He still focuses on the cross when He looks at you

C. He values you because He bought you

VI. Be a servant

A. Because you have a chance to serve the King

B. Because you've been bought

C. Because He has placed the goal in front of you: eternal life

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Note from parents

Message: Parents ask us to do stuff. Jesus' Father asked Him to die for us. Was it hard? Thank Him for obeying His Father
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