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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Philippians 2:5-11) Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death--even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. You are here today because of your love for Muriel Glanz

B. And the number of people here is testimony to the love she showed to you

1. And Muriel knew that love is not truly love unless it’s put into action

2. Love is giving of yourself for the benefit of those you love

3. It’s all about servanthood

4. And the greatest servant, to whom Muriel and all of us are infinitely indebted, is Jesus Christ

II. Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus,

A. St. Paul urges you in this text to have the same attitude as Jesus Himself

B. Because Jesus was the ultimate servant

1. And what He consistently had on His mind was the cross, where He would pay the penalty for all of your sin

2. He specifically came to suffer and die for you

3. And all of Scripture centers on that one event

C. And so being like-minded with Christ is focusing as well on the cross, where He won eternal life for you

1. This is the faith into which Muriel was Baptized

2. This is the love that she reflected in her service to you and many others

3. This is the hope to which she clung in her last days and months

4. And this is the joy that, by God’s grace, she has received and is experiencing fully now

a) Not because of her attitude or her works

b) But because of Jesus’ attitude and works on her behalf, and on your behalf as well

III. who, existing in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be held,

A. Today, we feel the pain of separation from someone we love

B. But God is not indifferent to your pain

1. He knows what loss is

2. He experienced that loss when His Son set aside the glory of the only-begotten of the Father to become flesh and reside among us

3. But He was willing to experience that loss for Muriel and for you, to save your souls

IV. But He emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, being made in the likeness of man.

A. Jesus showed us what servanthood is

B. In perfect obedience to God the Father, He willingly went to the cross

1. Made in our likeness, except without sin

2. He was more human that we are, because His humanity wasn’t tainted by sin as ours is

3. Yet even that purity He gave up on our behalf

V. And being found in the appearance of a man, [He] humbled Himself, becoming obedient as far as death, even death on a cross.

VI. Therefore also God lifted Him to the highest and gave Him the name which is above every name,

VII. that in the name of Jesus, every knee should bend, of heavenly, earthly, and subterranean,

VIII. and that every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is LORD to the glory of God the Father.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Rechecking:

Pastoral Context: Cover challenges needed to be heard?

Preaching Christ or about Christ?

Is it art?

Php 2:5

Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus,

Always be focusing on the cross. That was always what was on Jesus' mind--Our salvation. That is who He is and that is what He does.

 Php 2:6

who, existing in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be held,

He could have claimed His immortality & splendor, but He gave it up for us.

 Php 2:7

But He emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, being made in the likeness of man.

That is, He became a man & did the job of the suffering servant, that is, suffer & die for the sins of the people. (Isa 53).

He was/is more fully human than we. Humanity is not created sinful, but we are instantly corrupted. He was not until He became our sin on the cross.

 Php 2:8

And being found in the appearance of a man, [He] humbled Himself, becoming obedient as far as death, even death on a cross.

Here we see what His servanthood means: obedience to the point of death [for us].

 Php 2:9

Therefore also God lifted Him to the highest and gave Him the name which is above every name,

The same name we receive in our Baptism, the name in which we pray.

 Php 2:10

that in the name of Jesus, every knee should bend, of heavenly, earthly, and subterranean,

For respect, all created beings, with or without knees, living or dead, recognize Jesus' authority to forgive sins.

 Php 2:11

and that every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is LORD to the glory of God the Father.

LORD = hwhy, therefore, Jesus is the same hwhy who brought you out of the land of Egypt.
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