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Fools’ Gold
Php 3:17-21

Object:  The Word “Gold”, the word “Creature”—>“Created”—>“Creator”

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for all your blessings.  Help us to recognize you as the source of all good things, and help us to trust in you, and not the good things.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen.

Introduction


The text for today’s message is the Epistle lesson:  “Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” 

Cynic’s Wordbook


In 1906, Ambrose Bierce wrote a book called, “The Cynic’s Word Book.”  The book was set up like a dictionary, but with satirical definitions.  In it, he defined the word Gold as, “a yellow metal greatly prized for its convenience in the various kinds of robbery known as trade.  The word was formerly spelled ‘G-O-D.’ The ‘L’ was inserted to distinguish it from the name of another and inferior deity.  Gold is the heaviest of all the metals…and a considerable amount of it will sink a man….”  In our age, and in every age, gold has often replaced God in our world, our community, and our lives.  Have we ever made God inferior to gold in our lives?
We trust in the wrong things

Balance beam


If you walk on a balance beam, it’s easy to fall off, but there’s a secret.  The way to get across is to keep your eyes on the goal, the other side.  You need to look straight ahead, and you won’t fall off.  If you look down, you greatly increase your chances of falling.  

So too in life, if we focus on where we are, on earthly things, we will fall, too.  The gold will cause us to sink.  Where do we look?  

Appointment book

When we look at our appointment book, where do our eyes look?  Do we first look at our church activities, or are we more concerned about the Packer schedule?  Do we look for free time to spend helping the needy, including our own family or our grandmother in the nursing home, or do we look for opportunities to satisfy personal desires?  

Overtime

Do we work overtime?  Is it because we need to feed our family, or because we want more money so we can get that new gadget?  Where is our focus?  

Luther & Jesus

Martin Luther, whose birthday is today, said in his large catechism, “A god is that to which we look for all good and in which we find refuge in every time of need…That to which your heart clings and entrusts itself is, I say, really your God.”  Jesus said, “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one, and love the other, or else he will hold to one, and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”

Mammon


What’s mammon, you ask?  Mammon is a word which means, “treasures,” like gold or cars or money  or other things of this world which we put before God.  These things can and do take the place of God in our lives.
Material

New Car/Damage


We work very hard to have the nice things in life.  We say, “I worked hard for this new car.  I deserve it.”  So we buy a new car.  No harm in that.  Then, we want to keep it looking new, so we wax it, we take it to the carwash, we get regular tune-ups and oil changes.  Then, it gets dirty, so we need to get it washed and waxed again.  One day, we get forced to get behind a dump truck, and a rock falls off and dents our car.  We get angry, sinfully angry, because that driver was so inconsiderate as to pull in front of our brand new car and drop a rock on it.  At that moment, who’s number one in our life?  God?  Ourselves?  Our car?

Robbed


Have you ever been robbed?  You’re walking through a crowd, and by the time you get through it, you find your wallet is gone.  How do you respond?  Do you get angry at the person who took it?  Do you secretly hope that something bad happens to them to punish them for taking your wallet?  Or do you do like Paul and weep for their souls, praying that they come to know God and abandon their life of sin?  Even if you pray for them, is it out of love for a lost child of God, or is it because you hope their guilty conscience returns your wallet?  Where’s your concern?  God?  The Robber?  You?  Or do you worry about those green slips of paper?  

Sharing Gospel: Relatives, Co-workers


Has anyone ever “put you on the spot,” “called you to the floor” to bear witness 
to your faith?  When we have an opportunity to share the Gospel with friends, coworkers, and family, 
Are we even sure that all our relatives will be with us in heaven?  
Have they heard the message?  Have we even 
bothered to find out if they have heard the message of salvation in Christ?  
You know, just because they have church membership doesn’t mean that they know what it means that Jesus died for their sins and they go to heaven on His merits, not their own.  
Ask them.  You’d be surprised.  

Priorities

Why haven’t we checked?  Is our earthly relationship with our brother, cousin, or grandmother more important to us than his or her eternal relationship with God?  
Jesus knew about our priorities.  That’s why he warned us to straighten them out.  He said, “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father.”

Carnal

Stomach


When Paul said, “their god is their stomach,” the word he used can mean either “stomach” or “womb.”  Interesting.  Have we ever put our stomach before God?  I know that, when I get tired or hungry, I get grumpy.  Ask my wife.  If I get home at 5:00 and we need to run some urgent errands or something comes up so that we can’t eat until later, well, chances are that there’ll be an argument sometime before I eat, and I probably won’t be happy until I do eat.  
Is hunger an excuse?  Yes.  However, there’s a difference between an excuse and a reason.  Hunger is an excuse for all kinds of sins, but there is no reason for us to sin.
Womb


Remember how that word also means “womb”?  How many of us are led to all sorts of sin because our god is our womb?  What kinds of sins do we commit when we make that part of our bodies the most important thing to us?  
Do we place our “hunger” over the needs of others?  Do we 
look for satisfaction from the wrong people?  Do we 
even look at others as “something to satisfy” instead of someone to love?  Who is our god?
Glory in shame


Our world has become as Paul said.  “Their glory is in their shame.”  Who could have imagined phrases like “gay pride” and “same sex marriages”, “safe sex” or “multiple monogamous relationships”?  Our society upholds the ones who give in to their temptations.  
Then, to worsen matters, others, Christians, promote hatred of those who so desperately need to know what real love is.  


We still need to keep and treasure God’s Law, but we also need to seek those who are lost in sin.  Remember that the 
second greatest commandment is to love your neighbor as yourself.  
Paul didn’t say that we should hate those whose “glory is in their shame.”  He wept for them.  
The sick need healing, not more pain.  Don’t return sin with more sin, or we, too, will glorify ourselves in our shame.

Works


Even worse, of which Paul said, “[I] now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ,” the world lives trusting in themselves for salvation.  Whatever their 
goal, whether it be gold, satisfying a hunger, or eternal salvation, our world, the individuals who live in our world, seek to find salvation within themselves.  
The one thing which separates Christianity from all other religions is grace: the belief that we are saved not by anything we do, but by what Christ did for us on the cross.  
Make a mental list of your friends, coworkers, and family.  (Pause)  How often do we pray for them?  Have they all heard the Gospel?  Do they believe it?  If not, have we given up on them, or do we continue to share God’s love with them and pray for them?  If their 
focus remains on themselves and earthly things, they will never rise above earthly things.  They will only sink to the depths of hell.

Let’s trust in the right things

Heaven


But as Paul says, “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.”  
If our citizenship is in heaven, we should focus on that!  How do we act on our heavenly citizenship?  

Veterans & All Saints

Tomorrow is Veterans’ Day.  It is a day to remember all those who suffered and died for our nation.  Last week, we celebrated All Saints’ Day.  That is a day to remember all who “fought the good fight” and now rest in the Lord.  
In this country, there is little chance that we will need to die because of our faith, but are we willing to live our faith?  
Are we willing to stand up for what we believe in and be counted among the people of God?  
Do our friends and colleagues even know we’re Christians?  
We need to be less concerned with the things of this world — popularity, respect, gold — and be concerned with the lives and souls of God’s people.  
Instead of earthly gold, let us focus on heaven, which John describes: “…The city was made of pure gold, as pure as glass.”

Jesus


As creatures of God, it makes sense to worship not that which is created, but the creator.  Other things may give us temporary happiness, but that happiness won’t last.  

Statue of Liberty

Think of the Statue of Liberty.  What color is it?  Green, right?  Actually, it’s copper, but the copper is oxidized so that it just looks green.  

Golden Calf

Gold things cannot give us peace, any more than the golden calf made by the Israelites, nor can any golden idol truly help us, for gold is a false god.  In truth, there is only l God.

Self: Enemies of the cross


It is my prayer that none of you here is an enemy of the cross, trusting in yourself 
for salvation, because we can’t do it.  Our salvation depends 
entirely on faith in Jesus 
as our Lord and Savior.  If we try to do it ourselves, we’ll fail…miserably.  We already have, 
but as David said in the psalm, “Our help is in the name of the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.”
  

Conclusion

Trust God, not us


We need to trust in God, not ourselves, and certainly not in gold, for our salvation, and if we trust in God for our eternity, why not trust in him for our here and now?  He’s here for us, and he’s helping us whether we know it or not, so we may as well admit our dependence on him and stop trusting in anything else.  He’s the 
only one in the world we can depend on 100% of the time.  

Trouble: 911

When we get into trouble, where do we turn?  Do we turn first to God, or is He at the bottom of our list of people to call on for help?  
When the trouble is serious enough, we call 911.  We all have that built into our minds so much that, even if we panic, we know how to dial 911, 
but do we remember to pray?  I’m 
not saying, “Don’t call 911,” but don’t forget to call on God.  He’s 
listening, and he’s always there for you.  He was there for you on the cross, he’s here for you today, and he’ll be here for you forever.  
The grass withers, the flowers fade, gold can be stolen or lose its value, but there is one God, our creator, who is with us always.  Focus on him, and you’ll find glory shining brighter than any gold.

�(Luke 16:13)


�(Luke 9:24-26).


�(Revelation 21:18)


�(Psalms 124:8)
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