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Children’s Sermon

Object: Where do you live? How long have you lived there?

Message: Someday, you’re going to live somewhere else: heaven. You get to live there forever because Jesus died for you.

My Fatherland

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Philippians 3:17-4:1) Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

In his book, Making It Happen, Charles Paul Conn shares this story: When I lived in Atlanta, several years ago, I noticed in the Yellow Pages, in the listing of restaurants, an entry for a place called Church of God Grill. The peculiar name aroused my curiosity and I dialed the number. A man answered with a cheery, "Hello! Church of God Grill!" I asked how his restaurant had been given such an unusual name, and he told me: "Well, we had a little mission down here, and we started selling chicken dinners after church on Sunday to help pay the bills. Well, people liked the chicken, and we did such a good business, that eventually we cut back on the church service. After a while we just closed down the church altogether and kept on serving the chicken dinners. We kept the name we started with, and that's Church of God Grill." This incident is not unlike many churches, denominations, and individuals who over time, have drifted away from their original purpose. --, p. 95.

A. It’s easy to shake your heads at that and think, “Shame on them!”

B. But have we lost our purpose? What is our purpose?

1. Filling the pews so the offering plates are full?

2. Enjoying each other’s company?

C. There’s nothing wrong with wanting more people here (although for the right reason)

D. And there’s nothing wrong with enjoying each others’ presence

E. But the Christian church, including St. Paul’s in Delaware, should not be about earthly, temporary goals

F. We have been given higher goals

II. Brothers, be an imitator of me and observe those who walk according to the form you have in us.

A. Why? What’s the importance of living an upright life?

B. Think about Islam—many people want nothing to do with Islam because of the Muslim terrorists

1. They say, “If that’s what it’s about, I don’t want to be like that.”

2. Regardless whether the religion teaches that or not—which is the subject of ongoing debate—it’s the actions of the members that we notice

C. And how true is that of Christianity?

1. Look at the history of atrocities that have been done in the name of Christ

a) The Crusades

b) The Spanish Inquisition

c) The Ku Klux Klan

d) People who kill abortion doctors

e) The list goes on

2. Even though Jesus and the Bible don’t condone these, this is what the world sees

a) It’s been often said, “They don’t care how much you know unless they know how much you care.”

b) If people see Christians acting shamefully, why would they want to be numbered with them?

III. For many walk, as I've often told you, and now tell you even weeping, they are enemies of the cross of Christ.

A. This is the reality

B. When others see your sin, you are acting as an enemy of the Cross of Christ

1. You are turning people away from Jesus

2. You are helping the devil’s kingdom

3. You’re like a basketball player shooting at the wrong basket!

4. And when you see others doing this, you don’t even stand up and say, “No! What are you doing?!” the way you would were you watching a basketball player from your team shoot the wrong direction

C. Do you really want the Devil to award you his MVP award?

IV. whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and who glory in their shame, who think on earthly things.

A. What are you as a Christian called to do?

1. To serve the Lord with your entire life

2. To be a living sacrifice to Christ in all you say and do

a) Not necessarily to become a professional church worker if God hasn’t called you to that

b) But to fulfill your callings to the best of your ability

(1) Husbands, to love your wives and every day give up yourself for her

(2) Wives, to honor your husbands and support them

(3) Parents, to share the love of Christ with your children, including catechizing them and showing them how a child of God lives

(4) Workers, doing your job as if Christ Himself were your boss and watching your every move

(5) Friends and neighbors, helping each other out to the best of your ability and seeking ways to help whenever possible

B. All because your focus can’t be on yourself

1. If you focus on your own needs instead of those of others, your end will be destruction

2. Why do you so often “look out for number one”?

a) How many times have you insisted on winning an argument and ignored the pain that you were causing to the one you argued with?

b) How often do you decide what church events you can attend based on your social calendar?

c) How often do your decisions show that this world is more important to you than heaven?

V. For our citizenship is in heaven, out of which we also wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

A. This world is not your home, so don’t get attached to it!

1. Children in adopted families and foster homes often have trouble with self identity

2. They sometimes literally forget who they are and who their parents are

3. You have been adopted by God through Christ

a) He paid for you and made you His

b) He gave you His name in Holy Baptism

c) And He will soon take you to your true home: heaven

B. Consequently, there’s no point in laying your roots too deeply in this world

1. Look at what you do

a) What are your goals?

b) Where do you spend your time and why?

c) What are you working so hard for?

2. You are a child of God—royalty

a) Are you acting like it

b) Is your every action dedicated to serving your true fatherland?

VI. Who will transform the body of our humiliation to be conformed to the body of His glory according to the working by which He is able even to subject all things to Himself.

A. Here’s the beauty of your citizenship

1. Even though you act like an enemy of the state

a) Christ was already executed for your crimes

b) And in your Baptism, Christ has made you a new creation

2. Even though you don’t conform to God’s Law

a) Jesus did for you

b) He conformed to it and fulfilled it on your behalf

c) He has transformed you

d) And at His return, He will transform you beyond your imagination

B. At His coming, you will truly “Be all you can be”

1. Not because you are able

2. But Because He is able

a) Able to transform your weak, corrupt body

b) Able to conform you to His will

(1) He doesn’t change the shape of the hole so you fit in it

(2) He reshapes you to be the peg He intended you to be

VII. Therefore, my brothers, loved and longed for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord, beloved.

A. Over the past couple years, we’ve learned to stand firm as Americans

B. How much greater pride, strength, and joy is there in standing firm for heaven!

1. Because you have been given citizenship in an eternal country

2. You have been given the promise of eternal life

3. Because Jesus never lost sight of you, His goal

4. And He will always guard and keep you in faith and love until you get home in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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