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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Have you ever won a prize? What’s the best prize you could ever win?

Message: Jesus won eternal life for you on the cross. 

Righteous Garbage

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenwards in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:8-14, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. The season is Lent

1. A time of fasting (all-you-can-eat fish fries excluded!) and repentance

2. A time of turning away from those sins we so constantly find ourselves in

3. A time of “out with the old (Adam) and in with the New”

B. But Paul makes a slightly different focus here

1. He says to get rid of all of it, good and bad alike?

2. What?! Get rid of the good, too?

3. Yes. It’s garbage—it does you no good

II. But yet therefore I consider all to be loss through the superior knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, through Whom I have suffered all and considered it garbage so that I may win Christ.

A. St. Paul is speaking here to anyone that is proud of their own works

1. If you’ve ever been disappointed to see a particular person in church, this text is for you.

2. If you’ve ever referred to someone else as a “bad person,” this text is for you.

3. If you’ve ever given up on someone as a lost cause, this text is for you.

B. St. Paul had plenty to be ashamed of

1. The works righteousness he’d clung to for most of his life

2. His work in persecuting and murdering Christians for their faith

3. He calls himself the “chief of sinners”

C. But He had plenty to point to of his own good works, too

1. This is Saint Paul we’re talking about here

2. As a Pharisee, he’d dotted his i’s and crossed his t’s just the right way

3. He’d worked his way up through the ranks quickly

4. He was known all over Israel for his zeal

5. And after becoming a Christian, he traveled all over to share the Gospel

6. If anyone could boast, it’s Paul

D. And yet, he placed no value in those whatsoever

1. He calls all his good works “garbage”

2. Not only do they do him no good

3. But they actually hinder him, getting in the way of the goal, dragging him down

E. Because your good works do you no good

1. They cause problems because you consider yourself better than others

2. They tempt you to think you can work off some of your sins

3. “I just have this one vice,” as if you’re entitled to a sin ration!

III. and may be found in Him not having my own righteousness from the law, but what is through faith in Christ from God's righteousness based on faith,

A. Our righteousness, our worthiness before God, has nothing to do with our good works

1. As soon as you trust in any of your actions to save you, you’ve just broken the greatest commandment

2. Loving God with all that you are means giving credit where credit is due

3. And when it comes to salvation, God gets all the credit

4. For that matter, God gets the credit for all good things

a) When you accomplish something well, God has given you both the skill and motivation to do it

b) When you help someone, God produced the love that was put into action

c) Without Him you can do NOTHING!

d) To God alone be the kingdom, the power, and all our personal glory forever

B. And yet, He has given you that righteousness, that glory

1. Not by enabling you to work your way up the ladder

2. But by pulling you out of the mire

3. It’s all Jesus, all for you

a) The perfect life that He lived, that you could never even dream of

b) The His death as your substitute, facing God ‘s wrath head on, a wrath that makes the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah look like a day at Adventureland

c) And by that death, He took your unrighteousness and gave you His righteousness

d) And having conquered death, He rose with the promise that He will do the same to you

e) And He has already given you the seal of the promise in your Baptism, through which you are born again to a new life, a foretaste of the final resurrection

IV. that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, in order that I may arrive at the resurrection out of death.

A. You see, we have an unimaginable glory awaiting us

1. And God wants us to have that glory

2. It is His primary goal for you: that you live forever

3. And He will do anything He needs to in order to accomplish that goal

B. Sometimes, we need to go through some struggles in order to get stronger so we have the spiritual muscle to reach our goal

1. In the Christian church, the defining points in our history have been the rise of various heresies (false teachings)

a) When these teachings surfaced, the church was forced to confront them

b) They couldn’t just say, “No, we don’t believe that.”

c) They had to study and determine what they did believe

(1) Out of those times, some of the greatest writings in the church’s history have arisen

(a) Names like Augustine and Athanasius will forever be remembered

(b) And their writings are still respected and read today

(c) The same is true of the reformers: Luther, Melanchthon, and Chemnitz

(2) And out of these struggles have come our creedal statements

(a) The three “Ecumenical Creeds”: The Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds

(b) The Book of Concord with its collection of writings

(c) For that matter, the New Testament!

(d) All of these say as much about what we don’t believe as what we do

(e) And we have grown through those struggles, strengthened the Body of Christ

2. In each of our personal lives, we have struggles, too

a) Maybe it’s your health or the health of a loved one

b) Maybe it’s financial hardship

c) Maybe even the loss of a loved one

d) Whatever it is, God will use it to strengthen you

C. As we endure these struggles, God teaches us many important lessons

1. That He can see the big picture, and we usually can’t

2. That He has the right priorities, even when we don’t understand

3. That He loves us and will bring good out of bad

D. And we also get a taste of His love at the same time

1. When you suffer, you get the tiniest taste of what Jesus endured for you

2. When you lose someone or something, you get a sample of the loss God experienced when His only begotten Son died on the cross

3. And as you struggle, you can appreciate and better understand Jesus’ cries of anguish on the cross

4. And you can also know that He knows what it is to suffer, that He is with you in your pain, and that He will bring you out of it

5. He has a space reserved for you at the resurrection to eternal life

V. Not that I have already obtained nor been made perfect, but I am running so that I may obtain that for which I was obtained by Christ.

A. You see, you need not worry about earning your place in the resurrection

1. Jesus already earned that for you

2. And since He paid such a high price for you, He is determined to keep you

3. He bought you so you could live forever with Him

B. So He simply calls for you to persevere—keep running

1. Not that you’ll reach that destination under your own power

2. But you don’t want to get off the track, either

VI. Brothers, I do not consider myself to have obtained, but one thing: forgetting what is behind and reaching for what's ahead.

A. Ultimately, that’s what matters

1. All of the little goals we work for in this life are temporary

2. What matters is what matters to God

3. And what maters to Him is the condition of your soul

4. And more the point, your final destination

B. So don’t worry about the past

1. Leave your sins behind

2. And leave your good works behind, too

3. They are behind you

4. Look ahead to the prize at the end of the race

VII. Toward the goal I run for the prize of the high call of God in Christ Jesus.

A. He has called you out of the darkness of your sin

B. He has carried you with His righteousness

C. And He will bring you across the finish line

D. He has already won the race on your behalf and inscribed your name into the trophy

1. Your name was inscribed with iron nails

2. But the trophy shines brighter than the sun

3. And it’s already yours in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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