Rev. Dale Critchley: November 26, 2003

Thanksgiving 2003

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Philippians 4:10-20) I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength. Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need. Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account. I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Thomas Carlisle said, “Adversity is hard on a man; but for everyone who can handle prosperity, there are a hundred who can handle adversity.”

B. As we celebrate our annual Thanksgiving festival, it’s important that we look not only at the prosperity God has given us, but how we handle that prosperity.

C. The Philippian church gives us an example to strive for.

II. But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that you have now at last revived your regard for me, in which you did in fact regard, but you lacked opportunity.

A. St. Paul, in his missionary travels, had received aid from the church in Philippi

B. And His response tells us a number of things by his response

1. First, that it’s appropriate to praise God-pleasing attitudes, not just tell people, “Keep it coming!”

a) Paul praises God for their gift

b) He is sincerely thankful for their generosity

c) Not so much the gift, but the willingness to give

2. He also shows us here that the attitude of desiring to help is in itself commendable

a) Sadly, it’s easy to say, “I wish I could help, but I can’t,”

b) When you really mean, “I wish I could help without making any personal sacrifices, but I’m not willing to inconvenience myself.”

c) But for those who say, “I wish I could help and am eager for the opportunity to do so,” Paul has great praise

3. But that leads to the other lesson: He rejoices in the Lord for the blessing, not in the givers

a) Because the Lord provides as we need

b) The Lord turns greedy, selfish hearts around

c) And The Lord provides the gifts that the giver may give them

III. Not that from want I speak, for I have learned to be content how I am. And I know [what it is] to be poor, and I know [what it is] to be prosperous, and in all and all I have learned to be satisfied and to be hungry and to abound and to be in lack.

A. Living for Christ means dying to the world

1. You have eternal life—what is getting in the way of that?

2. What is stopping you from supporting the ministry and missions of the church, which God has called you to uphold?

a) Is it adversity?

b) Are you living in poverty?

c) What are you so busy with that you don’t have time to pray and read the Bible alone or with your family?

d) What part of your old sinful life are you clinging to instead of clinging to the cross?

B. Alexander Fraser Tyler (1748-1813)  in The Decline and Fall of The Athenian Republic, made an interesting historical observation:

The average age of the world's greatest civilizations has been 200 years, we read, and those nations progressed through this sequence: From Bondage to Spiritual Faith -- From Spiritual Faith to Great Courage From Courage to Liberty -- From Liberty to Abundance From Abundance to Selfishness -- From Selfishness to Complacency From Complacency to Apathy -- From Apathy to Dependency From Dependency back again into bondage.

1. Why is that the case?

2. And why can’t we handle prosperity?

3. But note that St. Paul says he has learned to be content in both poverty and prosperity

a) Because he knows that God will supply all his needs

b) If you have much, don’t be afraid to lose it

c) And if you have little, thank God that you don’t need to struggle with the fear of losing so much

IV. I can do all in Him Who empowers me.

A. St. Paul accomplished amazing things in his life

B. But here, he makes it very clear: these things were only possible through Christ who gives him the ability

C. The word for “strengthen” here is literally, “makes it so I have the ability”

D. It’s not just strengthening what we already have—it’s all or nothing

E. We are the nothings

F. And Jesus is all

V. Nevertheless, you did well having had fellowship with me in my tribulation. But you also know, Philippians, that at the beginning of the evangelizing, when I came out from Macedonia, no church shared fellowship with me in a matter of giving and receiving except you alone.

A. What a complement to the Philippian church, and what an indictment of the rest!

B. Only the Philippian church gave anything to support Paul’s mission, even though his mission wasn’t in their immediate area!

1. It’s easy to see the needs around us

2. But the goal of the church is to make disciples of all nations, not just disciples of Philippi, or Delaware County, Iowa, as the case may be

C. But note Paul’s “even exchange” sort of language

1. They gave to Paul, but they also received

2. From him, they received the message of salvation

3. And from them, he received not only physical blessings, but the blessing of seeing the fruits of his work—the expression of the faith that he planted

VI. And even in Thessalonica, once and again, you sent to my need. Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit which abounds to your account. But I have received all in excess. I am filled, having received from Epaphroditus what [is] from you, a sweet fragrance, an acceptable sacrifice to God.

A. Already for a couple months now, you’ve seen the Christmas items in the stores

B. And Friday begins the official Christmas shopping season

C. But as you look ahead to all the gifts you will give and receive, remember that the greatest gift is eternal life, and God has freely given it to you

D. And take time to thank Him with not only your hands folded in prayer, but using those hands for His glory

VII. But my God will fill all your needs according to His riches in the glory of Christ Jesus.

A. And He has indeed filled your needs

B. Aside from all the earthly blessings He has given you to prosper

C. He has given you eternal life by dying for you

D. Even if you have nothing, you have all you need

E. Because He gave up everything for you

VIII. And to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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