Rev. Dale Critchley: 
 DATE \@ "MMMM dd, yyyy" \* MERGEFORMAT 
January 1, 1997


Children’s Sermon

Object: Blank sheet of paper

Message: Wanted to draw a picture of all God created. Enough paper for that? Instead, here’s a picture of everything God didn’t create. Everyone He doesn’t love. Everyone Jesus didn’t die for.

Begotten of the Father before all worlds

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Proverbs 8:22-31, NKJV) “The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, Before His works of old. I have been established from everlasting, From the beginning, before there was ever an earth. When there were no depths I was brought forth, When there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, Before the hills, I was brought forth; While as yet He had not made the earth or the fields, Or the primeval dust of the world. When He prepared the heavens, I was there, When He drew a circle on the face of the deep, When He established the clouds above, When He strengthened the fountains of the deep, When He assigned to the sea its limit, So that the waters would not transgress His command, When He marked out the foundations of the earth, Then I was beside Him as a master craftsman; And I was daily His delight, Rejoicing always before Him, Rejoicing in His inhabited world, And my delight was with the sons of men.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This text doesn’t actually mention Jesus

1. Not many Old Testament texts mention Him by name

2. About the wisdom of God

3. The Son of God, before He became the man Jesus Christ, has always existed with the Father

4. John’s gospel calls Him the “Word” or “Message”

5. We are able to know Who God is through the Son’s dealings with the world

II. The Son was coming from God from eternity

A. Historically misunderstood

1. Arians thought “A Son must be born”

2. But this is God

3. Father isn’t the Father without the Son

4. They’ve always been present with each other

5. Augustine called it “Society within the essence”

6. Within the one God are three Persons

B. Jesus is called “The only begotten Son of God”

1. Fathers beget sons

a. Doesn’t specifically refer to birth

b. Refers to the Son coming forth from the Father

2. God the Father has begotten the Son

a. Doesn’t mean “created”

b. Means “Cause to go forth”

c. The Son has, from the beginning, been the Father’s means of dealing with His creation

d. He comes to us from the Father

e. Can’t say much more without getting into speculation

III. Before creation, He was there, and all things were created through Him

A. God didn’t just throw things together to see how it’d go

B. Didn’t just watch things randomly evolve

C. He was involved & had a plan

D. Creation was done through the Son

1. Not exactly sure what that means

2. The Father chose the One He trusted the most to join Him in lovingly crafting this creation

E. Genesis 1 tells us the Spirit was nurturing the creation at the same time

IV. God is perpetually involved with His creation, and the Son is the means

A. He didn’t just wind it up, set it on a shelf, and let it go by itself

1. He is present with us

2. Even to the point of Sacrifice

B. God’s creation didn’t stay beautiful and perfect very long

1. Human beings messed it up

a. Adam & Eve brought it into the world

b. We can’t blame them for our problems, though

c. What they began, you & I have built on

2. Brought down a curse on the whole creation

a. Curse is Sin

b. Runs a whole lot deeper than just the things we do against God on a daily basis

c. It’s a condition

d. Affects all creation

e. Only one solution for sin: Death

i. God demands death as the payment for sin

ii. Yet He loves us and didn’t want us to be eternally separated from Him

iii. Instead, He sent His Son as our substitute

iv. The eternal Son of God, present at the creation of man, became one

v. He paid the price for your sin: substituted His body & soul for yours

vi. Endured the wrath of God in your place

V. The Son rejoices in Creation & delights in the sons of man

A. Consider this

1. The Son rejoices in the creation (best translation would be “frolics”)

2. Rightly so, given the wonder of creation

3. At the same time, He delights in the sons of man

a. Even though He knew He’d have to suffer and die for us

b. Still He rejoices at our creation

c. So deep is His sacrificial love

d. So great was His sacrifice for you

e. So complete is the forgiveness of all your sin in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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