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Food for Thought

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Proverbs 9:1-6, NIV) Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn out its seven pillars. She has prepared her meat and mixed her wine; she has also set her table. She has sent out her maids, and she calls from the highest point of the city. “Let all who are simple come in here!” she says to those who lack judgment. “Come, eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed. Leave your simple ways and you will live; walk in the way of understanding.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Pastor Alliot: “Eatingest congregation in the district”

A. Can’t remember the last time we had an event that didn’t have food

B. Eating together is a form of fellowship

C. That kind of fellowship we do well

II. Wisdom has set things up and prepared the banquet

A. God’s Word is constantly compared with food

1. Here, it’s a banquet

2. In the Revelation, it’s a scroll for John to eat

3. In our liturgy, we “Read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest it”

4. We even literally eat the incarnate Word, Jesus, in the Lord’s Supper

B. In fact, the Bible is the only book of its time to personify wisdom

1. Other religions & philosophies talk about how important it is

2. None give it a body

C. That’s exactly what God did for us

1. Jesus is called “The Incarnate Word”

a. “Incarnate” means “In the flesh” (like carnage or carnivore)

b. Jesus is the message of salvation for us

c. He doesn’t just tell it: He does it & is it

2. He provides a banquet for us

a. Resurrection and eternal life

b. Fellowship forever with each other

c. Better: fellowship with Him

III. Undeserving are invited to the banquet

A. This is the key for us

1. We are the “simple”

a. In Hebrew, this word means “ignorant”

b. Without God’s Word, we know nothing of God

c. Like most people in the world & our community

i. Trying to earn our way to heaven

ii. No certainty that we’ll be saved

2. If we try to earn our way, we won’t be saved

a. On the outside looking in

b. Our sin has kept us from deserving God’s banquet

c. He doesn’t want someone with dirty hands @ His table

d. Only thing that’ll wash our guilty hands is the innocent blood of Jesus Christ

B. Jesus is the One who allows us at the banquet

1. God knew that we could never be admitted on our own merits

2. Really wanted us there

3. God sent Jesus to wash us clean

a. Paid the price for our sin

b. Bought our way into the heavenly banquet

c. By His death, He earned eternal life for us

IV. Eat & Drink Bread & Wine: forsake ignorance & live in understanding

A. Being forgiven, we can taste the love God has for us

1. Rare case where wine is given for wisdom (usually takes it away)

2. By tasting God’s Word, we see our sin

3. We also see God’s excellent love for us

4. The Bible is like a big heart-shaped box of chocolates from God

5. Even given actual bread & wine to taste God’s love

a. In there is Christ’s actual body & blood

b. “Proof is in the eating of the pudding”

c. In our case, it’s in the eating & drinking the body & blood of Christ which was given & shed for us

d. There we have the proof of the love of God

B. Having tasted that love, we can share it with others

1. Just as the apostles & prophets took it to the streets

2. We’re given the same opportunity

a. There’s plenty to go around

i. At God’s table, we want as many as will fit

ii. The Body of Christ, the church, always has room for more

b. We can share the message

i. Showing the love God has for us

ii. Sharing the wisdom-in-the-flesh He’s given for us

iii. So they can eat with us in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Ever get really dirty? Were you allowed to come to the dinner table?

Message: Sin makes us dirty. How do you wash away sin so you can eat at God’s table? (You don’t. Jesus does.)

Lesson Summary

this series warns us not to seek life only in the things of this world. Though our physical needs are very real, the fulfillment of them cannot sustain life. The Psalm presents the example of one who has learned from experience that God provides for those who trust in Him. Even though troubles may come, God will deliver from them. The Old Testament Lesson invites people to find life in wisdom (God's Word). In the Epistle, the apostle encourages Christians to be thankful and live for Christ in spite of the evil atmosphere of this life. Even if we do suffer, by placing our hope in God's promises of a better world to come, we can endure. In the Gospel, Jesus warns the people he has miraculously fed not to seek earthly food their entire lives, but to find their life in Him instead.

Preservice Lesson

Holy Spirit: Gives us faith through the Means of Grace
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