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Children’s Sermon

Object: Blindfold someone

Message:

Tell him/her to find his/her parents

Easier without blindfold?

Life is easier if we don’t close our eyes to God

Open them with the Bible

Wisdom

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Proverbs 9:8-12, NIV) Do not rebuke a mocker or he will hate you; rebuke a wise man and he will love you. Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning. “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. For through me your days will be many, and years will be added to your life. If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if you are a mocker, you alone will suffer.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Ever had a debate with someone with a radically different position than you?

1. Republican vs. Democrat

2. Pro-Life vs. Pro-Choice

3. Creationist vs. Evolutionist

B. Very frustrating

C. Usually leads to anger

II. Don’t offer constructive criticism to secure sinners.

A. Strange piece of wisdom

B. Shouldn’t we try to point out a person’s sin to help them out?

1. Depends on the person’s attitude

2. If someone is mocking your position, telling him he’s wrong will only fan the flames

3. Like trying to convince followers of Bin Laden that they should love their enemies

III. The wise love wisdom & will receive more of it.

A. Are you wise?

1. When God gives you His commands, do you love them?

a. A wise man loves instruction

b. A wise man likes constructive criticism

c. Do you like being told when you’re wrong?

d. Or do you try to defend your position at all costs

e. Or do you say, “Well, you’re no better!” or something like that?

2. When’s the last time you thanked someone for telling you you were wrong

a. And how long did you argue first?

B. But instructing a wise man will make him wiser

1. If you truly love wisdom (The opposite is foolishness, so take your pick), you’ll want more

a. So often, we get the attitude that we know everything we need to know

i. “I don’t need to go to Bible class. I already know all that stuff.”

ii. “I don’t need to read my Bible daily. I know Jesus loves me, and that’s all I need, right?”

b. But God gave us a lot of information in His Word

i. While all we need to know to be saved is that it’s a free gift paid for by Christ on the cross

ii. God didn’t just give us the rest as filler

iii. Through the centuries, people have died for possessing pages of the Bible

iv. People will die today for that very reason

1. Someone might find a page stuffed in a mattress or pillow

2. In the old Soviet Union, they used to hide Bible pages in potatoes

3. Countless people died for clinging to these pieces of wisdom from God

v. Yet we, who can get Bibles for free, let them collect dust

1. God never intended His Word to be used as a centerpiece

2. Nor should it be used to decorate your bookshelves

3. Or put on the coffee table because you know the pastor’s going to be coming by for a visit

c. He has promised to increase our wisdom by His Word

i. Food for our souls

ii. Spiritual vitamins

iii. No matter how much you feed on God’s Word, you’ll never gain weight!

IV. Wisdom comes from faith, which is a gift from God.

A. Not something you can brag about

1. [boasting] “I’ve read my Bible cover-to-cover 27 times.”

a. As soon as you think you have it all figured out, I’ll assure you that you haven’t begun

b. Some people spend their whole lives on a few verses, mining them for every nugget

2. Can be intimidating

a. “There’s so much there, where do I start?”

b. That’s like saying, “Gee, an all-you-can-eat buffet! There’s so much there, I don’t know where to start. I give up.”

c. “I’ll never get it all, so why try?”

d. That’s like, “If I do the laundry, there’ll just be more tomorrow, so why try?”

e. Any piece you get is to your benefit

i. So much more valuable than anything else you can come up with

ii. Challenge: Find me something more important to you than wisdom & faith God has promised to give you through His Word

iii. When you give up trying, remember that next time you decide not to set aside time to be in God’s Word—What was it you were going to do that’s more important?

V. Wisdom/faith prolongs life (eternally).

A. All about the benefits: here’s the beauty

B. Being in God’s Word doesn’t earn us brownie points with God

1. God won’t look at total chapters

a. There’s no “One blessing per page” punch card

b. Skimming through it to see how far you can get will do you little good

2. Ask God what He has to say to you today, read a passage, and say, “God what are you telling me personally?”

a. If you don’t know, read it again.

b. Pray about it

c. If you don’t like the answer, don’t keep reinterpreting until you’re comfortable

i. Sometimes, you may not like what God is telling you

ii. Might cut you wide open and reveal a nasty sin you’ve been hiding in your heart

iii. A wise man clings to all of God’s instruction

C. The key to God’s instruction is very simple

1. It all revolves around a man who is hanging beaten, bruised, and dead on a cross

2. The whole point of all Scripture is to point to that one key event

3. When God in the flesh, our Lord Jesus Christ, died in your place for your sin

4. By the faith the Holy Spirit has given you, you have eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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