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A True Friend
“He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favour from the LORD. A poor man pleads for mercy, but a rich man answers harshly. A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother (Proverbs 18:22-24, NIV).”

God has given you each other.


Since God created Eve as a special gift for Adam, men have been blessed with great friends.  You will have many friends in your lives, but this particular friendship is special.  It is a unique gift of God which he has given you which you will not experience with anyone else on earth.  Geoff, you will have friends from work and school, as will you, Wendy, and hopefully you will get along with each other’s friends, and as good as those friends may be, you have not known a friendship like you will experience in a spouse.  You will come to know each other in ways you have never known anyone else, physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually.  You will become aware of your partner’s quirks, likes, dislikes, mannerisms, and habits — good or bad.  You will know each other so well that you will recognize each other from a distance, seeing only a silhouette and the walk that is your spouse’s alone.  At times, you will know each other so well, that the negative attributes will seem to stand out, but you will continue to love each other in spite of those faults because you love him and because you love her, and the reasons you are here today, the reasons you wish to be married, far outweigh any cause for division.

You need to rely on each other.


The greatest thing about having such a friend you will discover when you have just come home from a long day at work, Geoff, and Wendy is waiting for you with that smile you always look forward to seeing, and although you are still tired, all your troubles will seem to melt away in her arms.  Wendy, there will be days when you will come home with a week of finals to study for, and while you study, Geoff will rub your back and remove the tension that builds up while hunched over textbooks and lecture notes.


You will also be there for each other in tougher times, as you already have.  When things seem their worst, you will always have someone to turn to for support, a shoulder to cry on, someone to carry you through the hard times, someone with whom to share all your problems, to carry your burdens with you.  Truly, you will be a blessing to each other.

God has given you Jesus.


However, as great and as close as you will be, there is someone who will be even closer to you both, an even greater gift that God has given you, and he knows you better than you know each other, even the numbers of hairs on your head.  He knows your thoughts, feels your pain, and shares your joy.  He knows those negative attributes and bad habits better than anyone, because every one is directed at him, yet in spite of those faults, God sent him for you and for everyone.  In fact, it is because of those sins that he came, because only he could restore the bond that we broke.

You need to rely on Jesus.


That friend, Jesus Christ, is with us always, and he is there with each of you in the hard times, and he is there with both of you as you face life together.  You can turn to him in prayer, and I encourage you to turn to him together.  In Jesus, you have a mutual friend, about whom you can learn together, through whom you can live together, and to whom you can talk together.  Don’t underestimate this friend.  He will be there for you when no one else can and no one else will.  He was there for you before you even were, almost two thousand years ago when he died on our behalf, in our place, and we can count on him to be here for us until he comes again and sets all things right.  Together, you can wait for that day, and together you can prepare.


Because of Jesus, you have received “favor from the LORD,” and because he “is a friend who sticks closer than a brother,” you two can always remain close.  Cling to each other, but even more, cling to the one who gave you each other.  Amen.
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