The End of Wisdom

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Do not rebuke a mocker or he will hate you; rebuke a wise man and he will love you. Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning. "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. For through me your days will be many, and years will be added to your life. If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if you are a mocker, you alone will suffer." (Proverbs 9:8-12, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Blind Man’s Bluff

A. Walk around with blindfold on, trying to find someone

B. Easy to fall, hard to reach anyone

II. We prefer darkness (Reality is harsh)

A. Daily life

1. Don’t like criticism, even constructive

a. We’ll argue even when we know we’re wrong

b. We try to hide our faults & mistakes, lying if necessary

2. Don’t mind giving it

a. Other’s faults are easy to notice

b. We overlook the good things

i. Many marriages: “Everything’s wrong”

B. Sin

1. Don’t like criticism, even constructive

a. “Look who’s talking!”/”You’re no better than I am!”

b. “God’s not going to send me to hell over it!”

2. Easy to overlook

a. By condemning others, if we are wise, we know ourselves to be targets of the same

b. Don’t like confrontation

c. Pointing out faults is not Politically Correct, especially morals & religious beliefs (“INTOLERANT”)

III. Light is preferable

A. Daily life

1. Seek the good in people

2. Rebuke when necessary, but no overkill

B. Grace

1. God shows us our faults through the Law

a. Kept all? (List some.)

b. “You must be perfect.”

2. He overlooks our faults through Jesus, who had no faults

IV. Wisdom is a means to an end

A. God gives us faith (Removes the blindfold) through the Word

B. Faith seeks wisdom from God’s Word

C. Faith makes us holy

1. Because of what Jesus did

2. Because Jesus stands by us, with us, and IN us (Lord’s Supper)

D. Holiness receives eternal life

V. Conclusion: Take off the blindfold of ignorance

A. Don’t be a mocker of God’s wisdom.


When John A. Broadus was the president of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, he went to a country church to preach one Sunday. A man approached him after the service and said, "Brother, God kin git along without all your learnin'." Broadus replied, "Yes sir, God can. And he can also get along without your ignorance." 

B. When confronted with wisdom above our own, accept it and thank God for sharing His wisdom with us

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Blindfold someone

Message:

Tell him/her to find his/her parents

Easier without blindfold?

Life is easier if we don’t close our eyes to God

Open them with the Bible

