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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What names do we know God by? (Jesus, God, the Lord, etc.)

Message: God knows your name, too. He loves you and sent Jesus to die for you. You have God’s name, too! He gave you His name at your Baptism & made you part of His family so you can live forever.

Old Hundredth

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 100:1-5) A psalm. For giving thanks. Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. For the LORD is good and his love endures for ever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This Psalm is the basis for the “Common Doxology”

B. This Easter season, we and all creation are given a special reason to praise Him

1. Because not only has He given us eternal life

2. But He has given creation the promise of new life as well

3. He has promised to replace heaven and earth, what He created during the first week, with a new creation

C. But in the struggles of this life, it’s easy to lose sight of that fact

1. We become totally inward-focused

2. And we lose sight of God’s plan in our lives

3. We try to “take the wheel” away from God

4. But He knows where we’re going and the best way to get there

II. (A psalm for thanksgiving) Shout to Yahweh, all the earth!

A. The word in the title of this Psalm can be translated either “Confession” or “Thanksgiving”

1. To our ears, those sound like two very different things

2. But they go hand-in-hand

3. When we confess our sins, God forgives us

4. And forgiveness is truly a reason to give thanks.

B. But this call to praise God is not just for us

1. It’s for the whole earth

2. Because God is the source of all good things

III. Serve Yahweh with gladness; come before Him with joyful shouts.

A. The key phrase here is “with gladness”

B. God doesn’t just want us to serve Him

1. Too many serve out of compulsion:

a) putting money in the plate because it’s the right thing to do

b) Or because you’re worried about what the person next to you might think if you don’t

2. Or because it has to be done

a) While certainly much work goes into ministry, it should not be drudgery

b) And the service we do for the Lord in our daily callings should also be done out of joy, not compulsion

c) But at the same time, you can’t force yourself to enjoy it

C. So what is the secret to joyful service?

1. The cross and the empty tomb!

a) Jesus died to give you life

b) And He rose to give you eternal life

2. You don’t need to do anything to be right with God

a) Service to Him is not a compulsion

b) It’s an opportunity

(1) Parents, do you enjoy helping your children?

(a) How do you feel when their faces light up after you help them?

(b) How do you feel when they come to you for comfort or advice, however rare?

(c) It feels good to be able to be there for them

(2) Spouses, how does it feel to make your partner happy?

(a) When you know you’ve made him his favorite meal

(b) When she thanks you for fixing something, or for putting away your socks, for that matter

(c) It feels good to make them happy

c) That’s how God wants us to serve Him

(1) Not “give until it hurts”

(2) But “give out of your joy”

(3) Give because it feels good

(4) Give because God has given to you

(5) And He has given you a chance to thank Him

(6) To serve the King of Kings directly—this is the honor He has bestowed on you.

D. We are glad because we truly can come into His presence

1. When Jesus died, the temple curtain ripped

2. The dividing line between God and man was torn in two

3. He has restored us from the division we created by our sin

4. So we come before Him not in fear, but with shouts of joy

a) This is the essence of the Kyrie in our liturgy

b) When we say, “Lord, have mercy,” we’re not saying, “Don’t crush us, Lord.”

c) Rather, we’re saying, “Lord, thank-you for hearing our prayers.”

d) We’re saying, “Lord, You are compassionate and slow to anger. Thank-you!”

IV. Know that Yahweh is God. It is He Who made us, and not we ourselves. We are His people, the sheep of His pasture.

A. You’ve heard the expression, “self-made man”?

1. Jesus is the only man Who could ever call Himself that

2. Because taking credit for our abilities is idolatry

3. I know, “I didn’t mean it that way.”

a) But God is the source of life itself, the source of all God

b) He alone deserves the glory when we are able to accomplish something in our lives

c) But there’s nothing wrong with that!

B. We as a society are so hung up on “self-esteem” that we draw our value from ourselves

1. But God here shows us a different perspective

2. If you’re going to glory in something, let it be that you are God’s sheep

3. Glory in the status you’ve been given by the blood of Christ and the waters of Holy Baptism

4. Because only there will you find true, absolute, and lasting value

V. Enter His gates with thanksgiving, his courts with praise. Give thanks to Him. Bless His name.

A. And why should we bless His name?

1. Because there’s no other name under heaven by which we must be saved!

2. God gave you His name when you were Baptized

3. And because you bear His name, you are an heir of eternal life

B. This is the reason why not taking God’s name in vain is a commandment

1. His name gives life

2. To use His name as if it were nothing is to deny the life-giving value of it

3. It puts our Lord on the same level as an idol: valueless

4. Treating God’s name as nothing is like ripping pages out of the Bible to wipe up a spill

C. But because we have His name, we can enter His gates, not in fear, but in thanksgiving

1. Sinners before God ought to be afraid

2. He is pure and holy

3. He hates sin

4. It’s contrary to everything God is

5. And we reek of it

6. Because Jesus took our sin to the cross, we have nothing to fear from God

a) Jesus took the stench of our sin on Himself

b) He took on our guilt and faced God’s wrath on our behalf

c) He faced all that is fearful about God, traded our fear for His peace

VI. Because Yahweh is good. Forever is His mercy and His faithfulness to all generations.

A. What about God is good?

B. Why does He deserve our praise?

1. Because of His unfailing love

2. Because He lifted up His Son so we could be lifted up to heaven

3. Because the gift of the cross and the empty tomb, which assures us that our tombs will be emptied at the resurrection, is given to us freely

C. No better news has ever been reported

D. And this news is for all people of all generations

E. So I invite you now to stand and join in the praises sung by the saints and angels in the words of “Old Hundredth…”

F. Praise God from Whom all blessings flow…

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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