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Children’s Sermon

Object: How much do your parents love you? How much does God love you?

Message: There’s a saying that says, “I asked Jesus how much He loves me, and He said, ‘I love you this much,’ and He stretched out His arms and died for me.” Your parents love you more than you can imagine. Your parents know all about love. But God loves you more than even they can imagine.

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 103:1-13, NIV) Of David. Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits-- who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel: The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger for ever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This Psalm and the previous one go together

1. Psalm 102 is a desperate plea for help

2. Psalm 103 is a Psalm of praise and thanks

B. In reference to God, it’s beautiful

1. It describes His love and forgiveness

2. But as is often the case, the description of God is a description of what we are not
a. Imagine a serial killer or a terrorist pleading, “I know I’m guilty of these crimes, but I’m really a pretty nice guy!”

b. Imagine someone stealing your car, totaling it, and then asking you to help pay his hospital bills.

c. When we stand before God and ask for forgiveness, to all logic and common sense, such a request is completely ridiculous

d. Imagine if God said, “Why should I? Give Me one good reason!”

II. Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.

A. How often does this describe you?

1. How often does your spirit praise and thank God?

2. How often does all your being praise God’s name?

3. We’re quick to forget all God’s benefits

B. Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits--

1. who forgives all your sins

a. God doesn’t call on us to honor Him for no reason

b. David didn’t say, “Praise the Lord, or He’s gonna getcha!”

c. Why should we praise God with all our inmost being?

d. Because He forgives all your sins, no matter how bad

e. He erases them—gives you a clean slate, a fresh start

2. and heals all your diseases,

a. Now this one always raises some questions

b. “He doesn’t heal all your diseases,” I’ve heard.

c. But God has promised to heal you, and He will do so…in His time

i. That time may be today

ii. Or it may be when Jesus comes back at the final resurrection

iii. That could be today

iv. I’ve heard, “That’s cold comfort, Pastor.”

v. But what would you rather have, your loved ones and yourself healed now but only for a little while,

vi. Or would you rather have them healed in a little while but forever?

vii. To ask for the former is neither asking for the best, nor is it an expression of faith—it’s short-sighted

viii. If you believe God’s promise about the resurrection, you’ll trust His decisions when to bring healing

ix. And as hard as it may be, He will help you sincerely pray, “Thy will be done.”

3. who redeems your life from the pit

a. The word here is actually, “from destruction”

b. Here’s why we can trust God to bring that healing

i. Because He redeems us

ii. He knows what it is to lose the one Person He loved more than anyone else in the world

iii. Because He has paid for us with the blood of His own Son

iv. And He will collect what He has paid for!

4. and crowns you with love and compassion,

a. So that even when you struggle

b. Even when your faith is weak and you’re not quite able to say, “Lord, Thy will be done,” and mean it

c. He still has compassion on you

5. who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

a. Do you ever feel tired?

b. Do you ever tire of carrying the weight of the world?

i. You don’t need to carry those troubles any more

ii. God will provide you with all your needs

iii. You don’t need to worry any more

iv. Let God take care of tomorrow—He already took care of yesterday and today

v. And the promises for tomorrow are beautiful

III. The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed.

A. He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel:

1. What are God’s ways?

2. Jesus said, “I AM the way.”

3. God looks out for those who need Him, just as we don’t

a. Jesus cared for the poor, the homeless, children, orphans, & widows

b. We don’t: who would you rather spend the day with: a wandering vagrant or a movie star?

c. When a child is murdered, the younger the child, the lighter the sentence, and if the child is unborn, even if the mother is overdue and in labor, killing that child is not a crime

4. Aren’t you glad God doesn’t just remove those who make things inconvenient for Him?

B. The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.

1. This is the God David is praising

2. A God Who puts up with all our rebellion

3. A God Who pays our penalties for us

C. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger for ever;

1. The words “His anger” are not in the original Hebrew—they are assumed

2. You can fill it in however you want

3. But Jesus gives us a hint when He sent His disciples out:

a. Whatever sins you forgive, they are forgiven

b. But whatever sins you retain, they are retained

c. Jesus was instituting absolution, which you heard at the beginning of the service

d. God not holding onto our sins is the foundation for the words, “In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins.”

e. It’s your sin that God lets go of

D. he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.

1. “Payback” is not something most of us would like

2. But Jesus got the payback for your sin

3. So your payment is the deposit Jesus made on you

E. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

1. David draws a beautiful contrast

a. The distance between heaven and earth is how much God loves you. “This much”

b. And as far as you and your sin: it’ll be connected to you when the East meets the west

c. In other words, it’ll never happen

d. Your sin is gone

F. As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;

1. A child gets caught in trouble.

2. He looks up at his daddy, about to cry, and says, “I’m sorry Daddy. I love you.”

3. Suddenly, Daddy’s anger melts, and a spanking turns into a hug

4. It may not happen that way every time with earthly families

5. But that’s how it works with God:

a. Not because we’re so cute

b. But because His anger was already spent on Jesus in our place

c. He has no anger left for His children

IV. Conclusion

A. So now imagine God asking you, “Why should I forgive you? Give me one good reason!”

B. Here’s your reason: “Because I have no sin. Jesus took it all away on the cross.”

C. Your sin is gone, and you are God’s forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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