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Understanding God

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 111:1-10, NIV) Praise the LORD. I will extol the LORD with all my heart in the council of the upright and in the assembly. Great are the works of the LORD; they are pondered by all who delight in them. Glorious and majestic are his deeds, and his righteousness endures for ever. He has caused his wonders to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and compassionate. He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant for ever. He has shown his people the power of his works, giving them the lands of other nations. The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy. They are steadfast for ever and ever, done in faithfulness and uprightness. He provided redemption for his people; he ordained his covenant for ever--holy and awesome is his name. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Christmas season is a time of praise
B. Songs & carols

C. Remembering the song of the Angels & others in the Christmas story

D. Psalmist has a song for us

II. I’ll praise Yahweh in my heart, the council, and the congregation.

A. Our praise of God extends beyond ourselves

B. Begins there, but goes out

1. Share with others

2. That they too may praise God

3. And why…?

III. His deeds are great.

A. Our God is awesome

1. Deeds are amazing

a. Creation

b. We make 1.5 GHz computers: He made the human brain

c. We make 747’s: He made birds

2. More amazing than creation

a. He became a man

b. That He died on the cross

c. That this righteous God forgives our sins

IV. His righteousness is forever, and He gives it to us according to His covenant.

A. God’s righteousness isn’t good news for sinners

B. Psalmist assures us that His righteousness is given to us

1. When Jesus, in His righteousness, died on the cross

2. Took our place that we receive God’s righteousness

3. We are made clean by Jesus

4. That was His promise to Abraham

5. That’s His promise to us

V. His redemption is forever.

A. We are redeemed
B. Salvation isn’t free

1. Sinners can only be saved by the shedding of blood

2. Old Testament: animals

3. Now: Jesus

a. He paid for our sins with His own blood

b. Will never have to be paid again

i. By Him

ii. By us

VI. Wisdom is fear of Yahweh

A. Not terror

1. We need not be terrified of a merciful God

2. Honor & respect

B. Because He has redeemed us

VII. His praise endures forever.

A. By His people

1. Now in the Divine Service

2. Now in heaven by the Angels & Saints

3. In eternity by the angels and all who’ve been saved in Jesus’ name. Amen.

VIII. Conclusion

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: What’s really expensive?

Message: What’s the most expensive thing in the world? You! You’re bought by Jesus.

Lesson Summary

 The Old Testament Lesson proclaims joy to all mankind at God's redemption. The Epistle reminds of the sufferings Jesus endured to procure our salvation, and His perfect obedience. Now we can fully trust Him for He has faced all temptations we must face, and conquered. The Gospel presents the boy Jesus in the temple and demonstrates His perfect obedience in His submission to his parent's authority. This series' sub-theme points to Jesus beginning His work as our Redeemer by His active obedience.
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