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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What does a judge do? (Declares people guilty or not, sentences them) God judges us & tells us whether we will go to heaven or hell.

Message: Where are you going? (Heaven) Why? †

Remember me because I haven’t forgotten You

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 119:153-160) Look upon my suffering and deliver me, for I have not forgotten your law. Defend my cause and redeem me; preserve my life according to your promise. Salvation is far from the wicked, for they do not seek out your decrees. Your compassion is great, O LORD; preserve my life according to your laws. Many are the foes who persecute me, but I have not turned from your statutes. I look on the faithless with loathing, for they do not obey your word. See how I love your precepts; preserve my life, O LORD, according to your love. All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Over the past few months, we’ve heard a lot about foundations

B. And it’s important to be established in Holy Scripture

1. Not because it’s a requirement for confirmation

2. Not because it gives you some kind of holy merit badge

3. But because God’s Word gives faith

a) And through faith, you receive forgiveness

b) And being forgiven, God gives you eternal life

c) And at the same time, faith will carry you through any problem or stress that comes your way

C. The psalmist here shares with us the relationship between God’s Word and salvation

D. And in his desperate prayer—because psalms are poetic prayers—he calls on God to rescue him

1. Not because of his personal goodness or merit

2. But because of God’s mercy and promise of salvation

II. Observe my affliction and rescue me, because Your teachings I have not forgotten.

A. How many times have you heard, “But you promised!”?

B. How many times have you broken a promise?

C. The word translated “Law” here literally means, “Teachings”

1. So the Psalmist here is saying, “God, I remember Your teachings.”

2. And what is God’s primary teaching? Salvation by grace!

3. No matter what trouble you find yourself in, remember God’s teachings: that He loves you

4. No matter what sin you’ve committed, remember God’s teaching: He forgives you

5. No matter what pain you’re enduring, remember God’s teaching: He has endured your pain and came to carry your burdens for you.

6. “Take it to the Lord in prayer.”

III. Plead my cause and redeem me; revive me according to Your Word.

A. The Psalmist continues, knowing how to address God

B. If you want something from God, you don’t want to list your credentials to get God’s attention

1. Because if you point out your good deeds to God

2. All He’ll see is your sin

C. But instead, he says, “Plead my cause”

1. Who’s he talking to?

2. He’s talking to God—how can God plead his case to God?

3. Because Jesus is God

4. And Jesus pleads our case before God,

a) Not based on any merit we might pretend or hope to have

b) But based on the merits of the perfect life of Jesus Himself

c) Because He passed those merits on to us by taking our sins to the cross

5. That’s why we pray “in Jesus’ name”

6. Because only through Jesus’ righteousness, His perfection, do we have any standing before God

D. And given that he’s calling on Jesus to plead his case, note what he asks for

1. “Revive me”

2. “Give me life again”

3. In other words, “Resurrect me”

4. Who better to ask for the promise of resurrection than the Firstborn from the dead?

E. Now, you might say, “Yeah, but I’m not dead right now, so I’m not praying for resurrection! I just want my checkbook to balance!”

1. But for one thing, if Jesus can handle death, you can be sure He can handle any other problems you might have

2. But more importantly, should Jesus come today for the final resurrection, all your problems would vanish instantaneously

3. That’s why one of the earliest Christian prayers was, “Come, Lord Jesus.”

4. And while we use that expression in our table prayer to ask for His blessing,

5. The deeper meaning is, “Come, Lord Jesus, and take us to the great wedding feast of the Lamb!”

IV. Far from the wicked is salvation, because Your decrees they do not seek.

A. While we pray for God’s help and salvation, the wicked (those without faith in Christ as Lord and Savior) don’t seek Him

B. In fact, they actively avoid Him

C. And they even try to get Christians to avoid Him

1. Politicians are told they can’t vote based on their faith, unless they’re Jews or Muslims or secularists or pretty much anyone else

2. History textbooks actively avoid anything that puts historic Christianity in a good light

3. Science teachers are not allowed to even say, “Darwinian evolution is one of many theories as to the origin of the world.”

D. Consequently, our unbelieving world rarely even gets to hear of God’s love, much less have a reason to seek Him

E. And consequently, they will not hear the Good News of His love in Christ, believe, and be saved

F. And because you are usually unwilling to share that Gospel with others, to seek the souls of the lost, more are added to hell’s number every day

G. Because you are unwilling to invite a friend to church, these souls whom Jesus died for will be raised to eternal judgment

H. Doesn’t seem fair, does it, that you, who are unwilling to do something so simple, should be saved when others are not saved because they never heard the Gospel?

V. Your mercies are many, Yahweh. According to Your judgments, revive me.

A. The reality is that it’s not fair.

1. It’s not fair that you should be saved when others aren’t

2. It’s not fair that Jesus, Who did tell others and lived a perfect life, should face the torture of hell while you get to go to heaven without so much as a stop in something like purgatory

B. But that’s reality

C. And it’s reality because of God’s mercy

1. You haven’t earned anything that makes you deserve heaven

2. You deserve hell as much as anyone else

3. But Jesus died for you anyway

4. And he took away your sin and guilt by taking it on Himself and being punished for your sin and rejected by God for your guilt

5. And He rose from the dead so you would one day rise not to judgment, but eternal life and blessing

VI. Many are my persecutors and enemies; I haven't turned from Your testimonies.

A. Another reality is that, while you have the promise of paradise, you don’t have the promise of freedom from persecution

B. Because the world either doesn’t understand or sinfully rejects the Gospel,

C. The world and its leader, Satan, will persecute you at every opportunity

1. Sometimes that comes through imprisonment or death as in many Muslim countries

2. But more often, it comes through the disdain of your peers

3. And in our society, that persecution is more effective in silencing the Gospel than physical attacks

4. Because the fear of being called a religious fanatic is worse than the fear of death for many of you

5. Satan knows how to push your buttons, especially the “Mute” button

D. But the counsel and approval of fools is a lousy priority to have over the wisdom of God

E. So like the psalmist, don’t turn away from God’s witness of His love and mercy

VII. I see the treacherous, and I loathe [them] that don't keep Your Word.

A. Do we loathe those who reject God’s Word? Yes.

B. Such rejection is worthy of disgust in a “How could you…?” sort of way

C. But that doesn’t mean that we hate them

D. Pity is a better word

VIII. See how Your commandments I love, Yahweh; according to Your love, revive me.

A. Notice here that the psalmist requests resurrection again based on God’s mercy, not his own merits

B. Rather, we need to recognize that we are just as loathsome without the merits of Christ applied to us

C. And no matter how much we love God’s commands, we need to recognize how little we obey them

D. Yet He still loves and forgives us

IX. The sum of Your Words are truth, and forever are your righteous judgments.

A. God’s judgments are forever

B. While this is a reminder to bring the Gospel to our friends so they may avoid the judgment of eternal hell

C. It’s also a reminder that God has already judged us righteous, perfect, for Jesus’ sake

D. And since He has judged us, through faith, as righteous,

E. And His judgments are forever,

F. You can be sure of eternal life forever

G. God will never change His mind or have second thoughts

H. Because you bear the name and credentials of Christ, and thus God’s love and forgiveness, forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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