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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 126:1-6, NIV) A song of ascents. When the LORD brought back the captives to Zion, we were like men who dreamed. Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy. Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in the Negev. Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy. He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with him.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Ever get woken from a really great dream?

A. Realize it was just a dream, but don’t want it to end

1. Try to get back to sleep & continue the dream

2. Usually doesn’t work for me, often can’t get back to sleep

3. Have to face reality

B. Today’s Psalm echoes this, but it’s a dream come true

1. Israel had been in slavery

2. God had come to restore their nation

II. When God comes, we rejoice.

A. How would you feel about God coming here?

1. Israelites were happy about it

2. Or God is not a god who must be appeased

3. He apeases His own anger

4. We have nothing to fear from His coming

5. When God comes, He comes to save

B. He comes to us all the time

1. Every morning when we wake up, remember our baptism

a. The Holy Spirit is always with us

b. Jesus lives in your heart: His presence enables & motivates us

2. Every time we hear God’s Word, God comes to us

a. Reading the Bible

b. Singing & hearing hymns & Christian songs (like this Psalm)

c. Listening to sermons and other teachings based on Scripture

3. Every time we receive the Lord’s Supper

a. Not just symbolically

b. Jesus really is here with us to save us

c. He gives us His body & blood like a cancelled check, proof that He has paid for our sins on the cross

III. Even others see God's grace.

A. Our world knows how great our God is

1. In the Old Testament, Israel was feared because of their God

2. In the New Testament, even Rome stepped lightly with Israel

a. Pontius Pilate caved under Jewish pressure to kill Jesus

b. Jews had Herod as a special liason king between Caesar & the Jews

c. Today, Christianity is seen as the most powerful force in the world

i. Many fear that

1. Evolutionists who fear that creation will be taught in schools side-by-side with evolution

2. Abortionists who, even though the American Medical Assn. has said there’s no reason a partial-birth abortions, want them legal

ii. Some wonder about it

1. Every time Christians are killed, people wonder where our hope comes from

2. Again & again, I hear, “I want what they have.”

3. People are looking for meaning, and we have it

4. If we’re true to what we believe, we have the love, too

B. Our world knows that our God is loving

1. Why most people don’t believe in hell

a. People believe in the cross but not hell: why the cross?

b. People believe in angels but not devils (which are just angels)

c. People believe that all religions are basically the same

2. The average person in the Western World believes:

a. As long as you are sincere in your belief, you’ll be saved

b. There’s no hell because a loving God couldn’t create hell

c. This is a twisted & contradictory concept of God (& what I used to believe)

IV. God will surely replace our pain with praises.

A. In spite of our self-dependence, God loves us

1. He doesn’t give us what we wish for

2. He gives us what we need

a. Sent His Son Jesus to save us

b. Jesus came to take our place and die a criminal’s death for our crimes

c. on eternal life to us

B. We know that He will always provide for us, no matter how bad it looks

1. Because of what Jesus has done for us, the Father loves us as much as He loves Jesus

2. As our loving Father, He will always provide for our needs and provide for us in abundance

V. Conclusion: We respond by reading responsively the words to Luther's Christian Questions and Answers on p. (???) of the Blue Hymnal

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Ever been really hungry? Ever gone a few days without food? Who gave you food (Parents)?

Message: God loves us like our parents & gives us what we need.

Lesson Summary

This series points out that though God's servants may suffer in this life, God is watching over them, will not fail them, and gives them hope of a glorious future. The Psalmist rejoices that God has delivered His people from evil and asks that those who plant in tears may reap in joy. The Old Testament Lesson tells of the Prophet being forbidden to prophesy because his words were unpopular. He, however, points out that He speaks from God, not his own opinions. In the Epistle, Paul praises God Who has so richly blessed us by His grace in Christ. Now we share a glorious destiny which cannot be taken from us. The Gospel tells of our Lord sending the twelve disciples on a mission, calling for repentance and preaching the Gospel. As they went, they were to trust Him to provide, taking nothing extra. (Sit Down!)
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