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Lee & Cristy

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 127:1, NKJV) Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, The watchman stays awake in vain.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who build it;

A. Psalm was probably written to commemorate the building of the temple by Solomon

1. Thanking God for the ability to build this beautiful building

2. Thanking God for His presence with His people

a. Temple wasn’t just a fancy building

b. God promised to be there with His people

c. God is everywhere, but was there in a special way in the temple

d. Jesus calls Himself the Temple, because He’s God

B. Your marriage, too, is a temple to God

1. “Wherever 2 or more are gathered in My name, I’m there.”

a. Friends, we’re gathered today in Jesus’ name. He’s here.

b. You two are coming together in Jesus’ name

c. He’s promised to be with you

C. Temple is more than just God’s house; place of sacrifice

1. In the Old Testament, they sacrificed animals

a. Not to get on God’s good side

b. The people knew they weren’t perfect: sinners

c. They deserved nothing but the eternal wrath of God

d. God provided a solution

i. Sin can only be paid for by the shedding of blood

ii. Temporarily, animals can be killed in your place

iii. Their blood will pay for your sin

iv. The animal served as a substitute

2. In the New Testament,. God once again provided the sacrifice

a. This time, though, the sacrifice was God Himself

i. The Son of God (who is God) became a man: Jesus the Christ

ii. He lived a perfect life, completely sinless: not even a sinful thought

iii. Having earned eternal life, He traded with us,

1. Paid for our sinfulness on a criminal’s cross

2. Handed over eternal life to us

3. Having been restored to God, He passes on that love for you to share with each other

a. Jesus showed what love was all about by dying for us

b. He says, “Love one another as I have loved you.”

c. Showed that love is not a “weak in the knees” feeling like you may be feeling now

d. The love of God in Christ is so much stronger than that

i. He gave up His life for you

ii. You two are called to show that kind of love to each other

iii. You won’t be able to do it alone

iv. But God will build the house

v. He will keep you together

vi. You can count on His strength as long as you trust Him to build

II. Unless the LORD guards the city, The watchman stays awake in vain.

A. Too many people try to hold their marriages together on their own

1. Try so hard to make it work, but fail

a. Trying to do it on their own

b. Yes, they may stay together & be happy

c. But true contentment and peace is only found in Christ

B. If Jesus is the focal point of your marriage, you will know peace

1. Will you still argue? I certainly hope so.

2. Will you have tough times? God has guaranteed it.

3. Will you survive? Absolutely!

a. Because of anything you do? No.

b. Because the Lord guards the city

c. As long as you don’t chase Him out of your marriage, He’ll guard this city of your marriage

d. And the love and forgiveness you share with each other

e. Will remind you of the sacrifice and love we have been given in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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