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A Song of Escalators

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 130:1-8, NIV) A song of ascents. Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; O Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy. If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning. O Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full redemption. He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: If you find yourself in a hole, first thing to do is put down your shovel

A. Psalm Background: Song of Ascents

1. Used when going up to Jerusalem (Jerusalem is on a hill)

2. Possibly used when going up the temple steps

3. Goes from low to high

a. In practice

b. In tone

i. Out of the depths

ii. Ends with God taking care of everything

iii. Comes out something like this:

II. Lord, I’m in trouble

A. It seems I’ve gotten myself into a jam

B. No one to blame but myself

1. I haven’t loved You the way I should

a. Too often, I follow my own interests

b. I don’t help out around church like I should

c. I complain about my job and don’t always do the best I could

d. Other things get in my way

i. I try to carry my worries instead of giving them to you

ii. I look for answers everywhere but Your Word

2. I haven’t loved other people as much as I could

a. I had a chance to help out a friend of mine

i. He’s a good friend, but I really hate moving furniture

ii. I told him I’d promised to visit my grandma

iii. He must know I was making it up

b. I yelled at my wife

i. It wasn’t her fault

ii. I was stressed from work, and I took it out on her

iii. I love her so much, and that’s how I show her

c. Then there was the girl who cut my hair

i. We were doing small-talk

ii. You gave me something like 5 chances to tell her about you

iii. I passed up every one

1. I didn’t want her to be offended

2. Like we have some relationship I’m worried about hurting?

III. So there’s a handful of the dirt that put me in this pit: could You throw me a line?

A. I know I don’t deserve it

1. You never got Yourself into jams like this

2. You don’t do stupid stuff like this

3. I can’t seem to avoid doing it

B. You know my sin better than I do

1. This laundry list is just a sampling from the past couple days

2. People think I’m such a great Christian, but I’m not

3. I spend my days hoping that no one finds out my millions of dark secrets

4. Lord, I just don’t cut it

5. But why should you listen to me? You’re perfect.

IV. But that’s the thing I don’t get about You

A. You just keep forgiving me

1. My sin pounds at me

a. Every time I look at someone, I think of the times I’ve hurt them

b. I can’t even think of one person I know that I haven’t hurt

c. And then there’s You

i. No offense, but sometimes, I’m glad I can’t see Your face

ii. I’ve hurt You so many times

2. You’re not like that, though

a. You don’t keep track of my sins

b. You just dumped them all on Jesus

c. You cursed Him instead of me

d. That should’ve been me on that cross

e. Should’ve been me saying, “Why have You forsaken me?”

i. I wouldn’t need to ask why

ii. All I’d need is a mirror to see the sinner

f. You didn’t cast me away

i. You called me by name in my Baptism

ii. You give me the same body & blood that was killed for me

iii. You just keep assuring me that my sins are paid for

V. So I’m counting on You, Lord

A. Solve these messes in my life

1. You’ve got Your work cut out for You

a. I’ve messed things up pretty bad

b. I’ve tried to fix them, but I keep making them worse

c. Anything’s possible with You

d. I don’t know how You’ll do it, but I know You will

2. That’s what’s so great about You, Lord

a. I just keep sinning & messing up my life

b. You take it as an opportunity to show Your love

c. I’ve never known anyone who can pull reversals like You

i. I mess things up & You fix them

ii. I sin & You take the rap for me

iii. I dig myself into a hole

iv. You pull me out every time

VI. You just keep saying, “I love you.”

A. I don’t understand it

B. Makes no sense at all

C. But I sure am glad You do. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Message: Do your parents love you?

Even when you don’t do what they say?

Even when you’re in a whole lot of trouble?

How do you know?

What about God?

Even when you don’t do what he says?

Even when you’re in a whole lot of trouble?

How do you know?

Lesson Summary

Today’s lessons assure that though we well deserve affliction in life, God forgives. That gives us hope to face the future unafraid. The Old Testament Lesson promises a new relationship between God and His people. They have failed Him in many ways and insulted His holiness, yet He remains a forgiving God. In the Epistle, Paul points to Jesus Christ as the Seal of all God's promises. In the Gospel, we read of Jesus' dealings with a paralyzed man, forgiving his sins and restoring his health. He uses His power to heal as proof that He has authority to forgive.

"About the Liturgy"

Distribution: Take & eat… (work through the words, including the dismissal)
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