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Children’s Sermon

Object: What’s more fun, hugging or fighting? What makes you feel better, when someone says, “I love you,” or, “I don’t like you”?

Message: King David, in today’s Psalm, says, “It’s really good to live together in unity!” That means loving each other and caring for each other. And we can do that because Jesus loves and takes care of us. How did He show us how much he loves us? †

Unity

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 133:1-3) How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar of his robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life for evermore.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Our congregation is a member of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

B. The word “Synod” is not commonly used, though

1. It means “walking together”

2. We are all hopefully using the same path to get to the same destination

3. And when someone stray from that path, we encourage them and help them however we can to return to the path

II. Behold, how good and how delightful for brothers to remain together in unity.

A. “Unity” is a word we hear a lot about these days

B. And there are all kinds of unity, and different criteria for unity

1. In a wedding, the criteria are a man, a woman, and a mutual promise

2. In many organizations, it’s a single purpose that various people or groups are working toward

3. In the church, according to Scripture, unity is  determined by being in agreement in teachings

C. False unity is horrible

1. When people unite their flesh outside of marriage, they lose the beauty of the union God designed

2. When one part of an organization betrays the rest, great harm is done

3. And pretending to be in agreement where there is not through ecumenical services  and other expressions of unity where that unity doesn’t exist is refusal to seek true unity

D. And true unity is truly delightful

1. A couple who have made the commitment of marriage can do amazing things

a. Supporting and caring for each other

b. Raising children to know love

2. Organizations both within and outside the church can enjoy these benefits as well

a. Working together to reach a common goal that no individual could do so alone

b. Bringing people to knowledge of Christ and salvation—eternal life!

E. Unfortunately, we’re often not unified

1. Sin brought death into the world

a. Death, by the Bible’s definition, is separation

b. That separation is the driving force behind the evil in the world

2. We see that separation all around us, including our own lives and actions

a. Unwillingness to love as Christ loved us

b. Unwillingness to stand for the truth

c. Unwillingness to share the Gospel with those who don’t have the truth

III. It's like the good oil on the head that came down on the beard, the beard of Aaron, that came down the edge of his robes.

A. This oil that David speaks of is anointing oil

1. It smells wonderful

2. And more importantly, it marks the anointed as having been chosen

a. You were anointed in your Baptism, chosen by God to be in His family

b. You were chosen to bear fruit, to share Jesus’ love

c. You were unified with the Body of Christ

B. And just as oil spreads down a beard and down  a garment, so is unity

1. When Christians stand alone, they struggle and suffer

2. But when we stand together, firmly

a. When we don’t back down from falsehood

b. When we give what we can to the mission of God

c. When we instruct the erring and encourage the struggling

d. When we reach out both to each other and to the world with all we are and all we have

e. What amazing things could God accomplish through the dozens of people here!

i. Think what God did through twelve apostles

ii. Now think what the same God can accomplish through six or seven times that number here this morning!

IV. Like the dew of Hermon coming down on the mountains of Zion, since there Yahweh commanded the blessing: life to eternity.

A. The dew on Mount Hermon is such that you could never sleep outside on the mountain—it would be like sleeping in a downpour

B. So is the blessing of God through the unity He has given us

1. We are Zion: the place where God is

2. When our sin brought disunity, He unified you by sending Jesus to bring us back together

3. His body was broken to make you whole

4. He was forsaken by God on the cross to reunite you

5. And He was raised from the grave to give you the promise of eternal life

a. God alone can bring true unity

b. He united us through His Son

c. And we celebrate that union, both with God and with each other, through the Lord’s Supper

d. And through the Holy Spirit, poured out on you through Word and Sacrament, you have the promise of true unity with God and His church for all eternity in Jesus’ name. Amen

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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