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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: 3rd Article: The Church & several petitions of the Lord’s Prayer

Message: Who likes to argue? Nobody, but sometimes it’s necessary. But we need to be loving as we discuss things we disagree about. Even when we disagree, we can still love those we disagree with. Jesus disagrees with the sins we do, but He still loves us & died for those sins.

Many, Yet One

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalm 133:1-3) A song of ascents. Of David. How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar of his robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life for evermore.

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Possibly the greatest sinful motivation encouraged by our society is the desire for unity

1. “What’s wrong with unity?” you ask.

2. Nothing in and of itself

3. But we tend to seek it and define it the wrong way

B. Here are some false examples of unity:

1. “We’ll have to agree to disagree”—you’re still not unified; you’re just ignoring the disunity.

2. “Our differences aren’t important”—but they’ll never get solved if they’re not addressed

C. But, you see, it’s easier to ignore our differences or push them under the rug than to address them

1. Or, if you have to discuss them, it’s easier to complain to someone else instead

a) That’s a sin, by the way.

b) God dedicated an entire commandment to that one.

2. And while it may be easier to avoid the problem, it’s sure to get worse if we do nothing about it

a) If your car is making a strange sound, it’s usually best not to ignore it and hope it goes away

b) It wouldn’t be wise to say, “Oh, it’s just the ‘check engine’ light—it doesn’t bother me.”

c) And so it is with your fellow human beings

II.  (A song of steps, of David) Behold, how good and how delightful for brothers to remain together in unity.

A. While false unity is easier, like so many easy paths, it’s a lie

1. Marriage counselors will tell you that any couple who never argue or disagree are in for trouble

a) Since people are all different, we will disagree from time to time

b) The trick is expressing that disagreement in a loving manner

c) And commitment to working through it until a resolution can be found

B. True unity is wonderful

1. It’s what a husband and wife celebrate together—intimacy that God alone can give when you’ve promised lifelong faithfulness to each other

2. It’s what we celebrate in the Lord’s Supper

a) Not only unity with God

b) But unity with those who confess the same faith as we do

c) Being able to look around and see that we are truly not alone in our beliefs

d) Knowing that, like Elijah needed to be reminded, that there are still many who still remain faithful to the true God and His true teachings

C. And making the extra effort to achieve true unity can have eternal benefits

1. If you tell a couple, for the sake of unity, that it’s OK if they live together without marriage,

a) Not only are you lying to them

b) But you’re hurting their relationship with each other and endangering their future marriage if they ever decide to marry

c) And more importantly, you’re hurting their relationship with God by encouraging them to thumb their nose at Him

(1) God has 3 enemies who try to drag us away from Him:

(a) The devil

(b) The world (sinful influences from those around us and in society)

(c) And our own sinful flesh

(2) When you OK someone else’s sin, you’re standing with those enemies and doing their work for them

(3) In essence, you become “the world” to that person

2. But take the opposite example

a) At the Council of Nicea, when addressing heresies like Arianism (which is similar to modern Jehovah’s Witnesses), the Nicene Creed was drafted

b) And contrary to the claim made by The Da Vinci Code, it wasn’t a close vote

c) It was 215-2 to adopt the creed and make it clear that Jesus truly is God

d) But what if they had, to avoid conflict, just ignored that debate?

(1) We know the answer to that from recent history

(2) Just look at any church body that has chosen the easy non-confrontational path

(3) And you’ll find very little of the Bible and very little of Christ remaining in their teachings

(4) The price of unity is often paid in human souls

III. It's like the good oil on the head that came down on the beard, the beard of Aaron, that came down the edge of his robes.

A. Just like oil pouring from God’s anointed one, true unity spreads

1. False unity smacks of inconsistency and falsehood

2. It’s nice for a while, but it won’t last

3. But true unity is founded on integrity

4. The greatest unity is built on what God has established—His Word

5. Therefore, it’s firmer than any human institution

B. And this unity comes ultimately from God’s anointed—not Aaron, but Jesus the Anointed One, the Christ

1. He unites us under His unified banner

2. St Paul speaks of unity to the Ephesians: (Ephesians 4:4-6) There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you also were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in us all.

a) God, even though three persons, is one God

b) And even though we are many, we have been knit together into the one Body of Christ

c) Built on the foundation of the apostles’ teachings

IV. Like the dew of Hermon coming down on the mountains of Zion, since there Yahweh commanded the blessing: life to eternity.

A. Mount Hermon is known for its heavy dew, like heavy rain

1. The unity that binds us together is the Holy Spirit

2. He brings us together through another water, Holy Baptism

3. And by the faith given us in Holy Baptism, we are able to confess with one mind and one voice the salvation won for us in Jesus Christ

B. We will not know absolute unity until we reach heaven

1. Because sin has created this terrible disunity

2. It has separated us from God and from each other

3. But Christ shed His blood for us on the cross to reunite us with both God and each other

4. And He has united us in His presence, represented by Mt Zion, the location of the temple

5. Mt Zion represents God church, His people who have received the gift of the Spirit poured out on us

6. He has poured out His Spirit like the dew of Hermon on Mt Zion

7. He has given us faith in His Son and the salvation He brings

8. And be being united with Him in His crucifixion, we are also united with Him in His Resurrection

9. He has already given us that new life through Holy Baptism

10. And He will fulfill it on the last day when we are remade again with imperishable, incorruptible bodies

11. And we will live forever in unity with God and all His people forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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