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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is prayer? Does God hear you when you pray?

Message: Does God answer every prayer? How does He answer? Why does He listen and answer your prayers? †

Answered Prayer

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 143:1-12) A psalm of David. O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy; in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief. Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no-one living is righteous before you. The enemy pursues me, he crushes me to the ground; he makes me dwell in darkness like those long dead. So my spirit grows faint within me; my heart within me is dismayed. I remember the days of long ago; I meditate on all your works and consider what your hands have done. I spread out my hands to you; my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. Selah Answer me quickly, O LORD; my spirit fails. Do not hide your face from me or I will be like those who go down to the pit. Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. Rescue me from my enemies, O LORD, for I hide myself in you. Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me on level ground. For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life; in your righteousness, bring me out of trouble. In your unfailing love, silence my enemies; destroy all my foes, for I am your servant.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. King David is considered the greatest king, besides Jesus, that Israel ever had

B. But looking at David’s record—adultery, murder—you might wonder what’s so special about King David

C. The answer is abundantly clear in David’s Psalms, though

1. What makes David so great is not something He did

2. It’s something God did in him: his faith

D. Faith is how God defines greatness, both for King David and for you

1. Because what God considers great is what He does, not what you do

2. Realistically, nothing you could do would compare to His work, anyway

3. And faith is something God does in you

E. So how can your faith become great like David’s if it’s God’s work?

1. God works through means, specifically through His Word and Sacraments

2. Most or all of you are Baptized, so you’re off to a good start

3. So the more time you spend reading and studying God’s Word

4. The more you receive the Lord’s Supper

5. The stronger God will make your faith

II. Yahweh, hear my prayer. Give ear to my supplication. Answer me in Your faithfulness, in Your righteousness. And do not enter into judgment with Your servant, because no man who lives is righteous in Your sight.

A. When you pray to God, like David, You need to be aware of a few things

1. First, You don’t deserve to be heard by God

2. You are a rebel—you’ve committed treason against God’s kingdom on a daily basis

a) You might be thinking, “Well, my sins aren’t that bad. I’m not a terrorist or something!”

b) But the way you live each moment has a tremendous impact on those around you

(1) Parents, your children learn values more than any other source

(a) If you are in daily Bible Study and prayer, not only will your faith grow, but so will your children’s

(b) But if you say it’s important but don’t show them how important, you’re damaging their faith with your poor example

(c) The same goes with any sin in your children’s presence

(d) It’s an attack on the citizens of God’s kingdom

(e) And the long-term effects are usually even worse than anything a terrorist could do

(f) If you teach your children that faith isn’t so important

(g) They may just give theirs up, resulting in eternal death

(2) And parents aren’t the only ones who have rebelled against God’s kingdom

(a) If you say or do anything sinful in the presence of others, whether coworkers or family members

(b) You are sending the message that God’s kingdom isn’t as important as whatever your motivation for sin is

(c) And if it’s not important to you, a Christian, why should it be important to anyone else?

B. So besides being aware of your standing as a sinner, you need to be aware of your standing before God through Christ

1. Today we celebrate Pentecost, the “birthday” of the Christian Church

2. It is greatly because of Pentecost and God’s work since then through Word and Sacrament that you are here today

3. And today, I have the same message for you as the message on Pentecost

a) Christ paid the penalty for your sins

b) And because of Jesus Christ, you can fully expect God to hear your prayers

c) Because God has given you the merits of Jesus Himself

C. So you can pray boldly in Jesus’ name for your requests

III. Because the enemy has pursued my soul; he has crushed my life to the ground. He has caused me to live in darkness like those dead from ancient times. And my spirit is overwhelmed within me; my heart within me is appalled.

A. Have you ever felt like David?

B. Have you felt like something or someone was pursuing you, and you were completely overwhelmed?

1. Maybe it’s family stress, health, or job stress

2. And it can look very dark, like no solution is humanly possible

3. But with God, all things are possible

C. Because God has contended with much worse than your life can throw at Him

1. He defeated the devil simply by saying, “It is written….”

2. He defeated death by dying and rising from the grave.

3. He even defeated your sin by facing the full wrath of God

4. What could you possibly struggle with that is worse than that?

5. You can be certain that Jesus can handle your needs

IV. I remember the days of old. I meditate on all Your deeds. I ponder the deeds of your hands.

A. As we look back through history, we can see a consistent pattern

B. God has always been there for His people

C. He allows His people to struggle, but He brings good out of our sinful lives and motivations

V. I stretch out my hands to You, my spirit to you as a weary land.

A. So when you struggle, you can confidently reach out to God

B. You can stretch out your hands to Him because He stretched out His hands for you on the cross

VI. Answer me quickly, Yahweh; my spirit it exhausted. Don't hide Your face from me like those who descend to the pit.

A. Now, while God does answer your prayers, you need to understand something else about prayer

B. God answers prayers according to His plan and according to His schedule

C. That’s difficult for us people, who have a hard time seeing the big picture

D. But God is eternal and omniscient (all-knowing), so He has a better sense of what needs to be done for you when

E. You might think you have the right priorities figured out, when God should do what, but you who put reading the daily newspaper above reading God’s Word and talking about the weather higher than sharing the Gospel can’t really say much about having priorities all figured out, can you?

VII. Let me hear your mercy in the morning, because in You I trust. Make known to me the way which I should walk, because to You I lift up my soul.

A. In spite of our mixed up priorities and confused lives, God does hear our prayers and provide for our needs

B. He leads us and guides us, and most of all, He gives comfort

VIII. Deliver me, Yahweh, from my enemies—in You I have hidden.

A. You will find no better shelter than the cross

B. Any enemy that could trouble your life stands powerless before God

C. Because you belong to God

D. And He has promised that “No one can snatch you out of My hand.”

IX. Teach me to do Your will, because You are my God; let Your good Spirit guide me on level ground. For the sake of Your name, Yahweh, revive me. In Your righteousness, bring my soul from trouble. And in your kindness, cut off my enemies and destroy all who afflict my soul, for I am Your servant.

A. That’s exactly what He has done.

B. He has rescued you from your enemies: sin, death, and the devil

C. As well, He will eventually rescue you from all trouble when He takes you home to heaven

D. He has heard your cry and answered you already on the cross

1. In the midst of your rebellion, He said, “Father, forgive them—they don’t know what they’re doing.”

2. And When He paid the price for your sin, He said, “It is finished.”

E. He has paid for your sin and restored you

F. He knit you together, gave you new birth, and placed you in a body of believers, born at Pentecost to live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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