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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Who is good? Are you always good? Always?

Message: Only Jesus is good. Only Jesus was perfect His whole life. He alone earned the right to live forever, but He gave that to us by dying on the cross for us, but then He rose again to give us the promise that everyone who believes in Him would all rise to live forever.

God, Our Refuge

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 143:1-12) A psalm of David. O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy; in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief. Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no-one living is righteous before you. The enemy pursues me, he crushes me to the ground; he makes me dwell in darkness like those long dead. So my spirit grows faint within me; my heart within me is dismayed. I remember the days of long ago; I meditate on all your works and consider what your hands have done. I spread out my hands to you; my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. Answer me quickly, O LORD; my spirit fails. Do not hide your face from me or I will be like those who go down to the pit. Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. Rescue me from my enemies, O LORD, for I hide myself in you. Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me on level ground. For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life; in your righteousness, bring me out of trouble. In your unfailing love, silence my enemies; destroy all my foes, for I am your servant.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. How often do you ask, “Why?”

1. We wonder about why bad things happen to good people

2. We wonder why we are suffering

B. But too often, we don’t wait around for the answer

1. In suffering and grief, it’s easy to become self-absorbed

2. But only by stepping back and looking at the big picture can we see the “why”

3. On July 4, 1776, George III wrote in his diary, "Nothing of importance happened today." He, of course, had no way of knowing what had occurred that day 3,000 miles away in the colonies, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in particular.

4. He couldn’t see the big picture, either

C. And sometimes, no matter what we do, we can’t see the big picture and won’t until years later, maybe not until we get to heaven

1. And asking why bad things happen to good people is just a little pretentious

2. In the midst of our suffering, we also need to understand that no one is good before God

II. Yahweh, hear my prayer. Give ear to my supplication. Answer me in Your faithfulness, in Your righteousness.

A. Like King David, we cry out to God, asking Him to hear our prayers

B. And He has promised to hear our prayers

1. Because God is faithful

2. And He has promised to be good to us, regardless of our reactions to Him

III. And do not enter into judgment with Your servant, because no man who lives is righteous in Your sight.

A. As we pray, we need to understand that we don’t deserve to be heard

1. We are sinners—traitorous rebels

2. Imagine John Hancock, after signing the Declaration of Independence, writing to King George and asking for political favors

3. What we are doing is even worse, since God has been nothing but good to us, yet we turn away and “declare independence” from God many times each day

B. And yet, we, as David, can be so bold as to ask God not to judge us

1. Not because we deserve it—if we did, we wouldn’t need to avoid God’s judgment

2. But because Jesus entered into God’s judgment on our behalf

3. Only because of Jesus’ merits can we dare approach God, but because we have been given credit for Jesus’ merits

IV. Because the enemy has pursued my soul; he has crushed my life to the ground. He has caused me to live in darkness like those dead from ancient times.

A. Who is our enemy? The devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh

B. And those enemies constantly pursue us

1. They tempt us and torture us

2. Against such powerful enemies, we don’t stand a chance

3. Such is the reality of our condition: completely helpless

V. And my spirit is overwhelmed within me; my heart within me is appalled.

A. This what our enemies do to us

B. They make us feel worthless, overwhelmed, hopeless

C. They make us feel like we need to do something contrary to God’s will to feel better

D. But those sinful actions, long term, make it worse

VI. I remember the days of old. I meditate on all Your deeds. I ponder the deeds of your hands.

A. When it looks hopeless, when all seems lost, when you feel all alone

B. God is here with you

1. Not just present with you

2. But present for you

3. Just as He was present for Israel when He freed them from Egypt

4. Just as He was present for you on the cross

5. You can be sure that He is here to rescue you according to His plan for you

VII. I stretch out my hands to You, my spirit to you as a weary land. Answer me quickly, Yahweh; my spirit it exhausted. Don't hide Your face from me like those who descend to the pit.

A. When we realize how powerless we are, we realize that all we can do is reach out to God for mercy

B. But in doing so, we are not admitting defeat, but rather recognizing reality.

C. Because we truly are powerless against the enemies of God

D. But He has already defeated them on the cross

E. So admitting our weakness is nothing less than proclaiming and seizing the victory Christ has already won for us on the cross

VIII. Let me hear your mercy in the morning, because in You I trust. Make known to me the way which I should walk, because to You I lift up my soul.

A. Since we can’t always see the big picture, it pays to trust God’s guidance

B. He knows what’s best for us, even when it doesn’t make sense to us

1. That means trusting Him that it’s better not to live together until you’re married

2. It means trusting Him that you’re better off forgiving than holding a grudge

3. It means trusting Him that your business dealings should be fair

IX. Deliver me, Yahweh, from my enemies—in You I have hidden.

A. God is the ultimate shelter for us

B. He can save us from our enemies

1. He has already saved us

2. And He continues to strengthen us through His Word and Sacraments

3. Today, He equipped little Trevor to be a mighty warrior of God through Holy Baptism

4. And with constant training by his parents and sponsors, by telling him about Jesus’ love as he grows up, he will be able to withstand anything his enemies throw at him

5. Not by his own strength, but by God’s power, since God fights with and for him

6. And He does the same for each of us

X. Teach me to do Your will, because You are my God; let Your good Spirit guide me on level ground.

A. Because God’s Holy Spirit alone can lead us out of the pit of sin

B. Our works are nothing before God

C. Salvation only comes through faith—belief and trust—in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord

D. And God’s Spirit gives and strengthens that faith through His Word and Sacraments

XI. For the sake of Your name, Yahweh, revive me. In Your righteousness, bring my soul from trouble. And in your kindness, cut off my enemies and destroy all who afflict my soul, for I am Your servant.

A. God has done just that

B. He has defeated sin, death, and the devil on the cross

C. He has given us the assurance that we don’t need to “be good” (which we are unable to do) to be saved

D. Rather, He was good in our place and suffered for our sin on our behalf

E. He endured the ultimate trouble to bring our souls from trouble

F. And He rose from the grave to give us the final victory, the assurance of resurrection with Him on the last day in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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