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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 146:1-10, NIV) Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul. I will praise the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. Do not put your trust in princes, in mortal men, who cannot save. When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their plans come to nothing. Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God, the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them-- the LORD, who remains faithful for ever. He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets prisoners free, the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous. The LORD watches over the alien and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. The LORD reigns for ever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Trust in Princes?

A. Election year

1. See the worst in people

2. Told about intimate details of their lives that are nobody’s business

3. Each tries to one-up each other to get the job

4. We ask ourselves if we can trust someone to run the country whom we wouldn’t trust alone in our house

B. Business can be worse

1. Shoddy products being sold

2. Misrepresentation in advertising

3. Back-stabbing within businesses

II. Praise Yahweh (Halleluia!)

A. Praise Him, my soul

1. Here’s someone we can trust

a. There’s no dirt to dig up on God

b. He is the definition of good

i. If there’s something about Him that doesn’t seem good, you need to adjust your understanding of good

2. Someone we can count on

a. He keeps His promises to bless us

b. Only promise He’s ever gone back on were promises to destroy

i. Quick to forgive

ii. Always looking for a reason to relent & see the good

iii. Completely the opposite of politics

B. Praise all my life, all day

1. As Christians, our life is forever, so we have a lot of time to praise Him

a. We have an eternity of joy set before us

b. Given to us as a gift

c. We can constantly thank Him for His love

2. All day, not just when it’s going good

a. Easy to praise God when all is well

b. Praise Him when it’s not going well (seemingly)

i. God has a plan for you to prosper

ii. He won’t let you down

iii. Might look bad, even impossible

iv. Nothing’s impossible for God

III. Trust not in princes, in sons of man

A. Sons of man cannot save

1. People offer all kinds of ways to salvation

a. Look inside yourself for answers

b. Work hard enough to get good with God

c. Send money to get saved

2. People can’t save

a. They are sinners

b. They need to be saved themselves

c. You don’t use a criminal as a character reference

B. They pass away

1. One of the things that separates Christianity from all other religions

a. We can’t go to visit the tomb of our leader

b. We could, but He’s not there

c. He didn’t stay dead

d. He proved that here’s something that lasts

2. There’s something else that seperates Christianity from all other religions in the history of creation, the central teaching…

C. Only the Son of Man can save us

1. Can’t trust in other people or even ourselves for salvation

2. God has taken care of that

3. He became a man, Jesus, for us

a. Lived a perfect life

b. Allowed His name to be dragged through the mud more than any politician

c. Even died for our offenses, our crimes

d. Never tried to defend Himself

e. Instead, He died in our place

f. By His death, He can defend us before God

g. Our name is good in God’s eyes for Jesus’ sake

IV. Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob

A. Made creation

1. Any God who made the entire universe is capable of directing it

2. He has promised to be with us

3. Even His name, “Yahweh” means “I am actively involved”)

B. Provides for our needs

1. Can’t always see that

2. Sometimes seems like He’s abandoned us

3. He gives us what’s best for us

4. Keeps on giving

5. Will keep giving for eternity

C. Loves the righteous

1. Doesn’t sound like a good thing

a. We are not righteous

b. We are sinners: unrighteous, wicked

2. Remember that we are saved for Jesus’ sake

a. Jesus took our sins to the cross & nailed them there

b. There, He made us righteous

i. Cleaned us out

ii. Cleared our name

iii. Gave God nothing bad to say about us: God couldn’t do a negative campaign against us if He wanted to

c. Since we’ve been made righteous, God loves us

i. Loves us because of what He’s done for us

ii. Seems strange, but something to praise Him for!

D. Twists the way of the wicked

1. Still sin in the world

2. Not all that happens can be called God’s will

3. Nothing can hurt God’s plans

4. He can twist an evil scheme to have a good result

a. Hear over & over how good comes out of tragedy

b. Not just coincedence

c. Evil will never triumph over God’s goodness

V. Conclusion: He will reign forever

A. Psalm was probably written late in the Old Testament era

B. Time of rebuilding after a long captivity and return home

C. Israel had seen God’s ability to save them

D. On the cross, we can see it, too

E. Since as long as God is in charge, all is well for us

F. We take comfort in knowing that this God who loves us enough to give His own Son for us will be there for us with that love forever, in Jesus’ untarnishable name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Message: What does “Praise” mean? What can we praise God for?

Lesson Summary

this series tells us that trust enables us to reflect God's compassion in our own lives. The Psalmist tells of that compassion of God for the needy and suffering of this life. The Old Testament Lesson gives us hope in God's promise to save us at which time earthly sorrows will be replaced by joys. In the Epistle, the Apostle teaches us that true religion reveals itself in our offering ourselves as God's instruments to alleviate distress in others. In the Gospel, Jesus heals the deaf-mute, demonstrating God's concern for those who suffer.
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