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Children’s Sermon

Object: So, what did you get for Christmas?

Message: You forgot something: eternal life. Did you get that for Christmas? We all did! That’s why Jesus came! †

What’s in it for me?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 147:12-20, NIV) Extol the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion, for he strengthens the bars of your gates and blesses your people within you. He grants peace to your borders and satisfies you with the finest of wheat. He sends his command to the earth; his word runs swiftly. He spreads the snow like wool and scatters the frost like ashes. He hurls down hail like pebbles. Who can withstand his icy blast? He sends his word and melts them; he stirs up his breezes, and the waters flow. He has revealed his word to Jacob, his laws and decrees to Israel. He has done this for no other nation; they do not know his laws. Praise the LORD.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Today is the 12th day of Christmas

B. A season all about God looking out for us

1. A celebration of God recognizing our need for a Savior

2. And His providing for that need, saving us from hell

II. Glory, Jerusalem, in Yahweh! Praise your God, Zion!

A. The Psalmist calls on Jerusalem and Zion to praise God and glory in Him

1. That’s four church words in one sentence

2. Jerusalem is the capital of Israel,

a. And the focal point of the city is Mt. Zion,

b. On that hill rests the temple, the place where God is

3. So The Psalmist is calling to the people where God is

a. Where is God with His people?

b. Wherever His Word is preached in its purity & the Sacraments rightly administered: the church

c. So He’s calling on you & me

B. So what’s this praise & glory stuff? Isn’t “glory” a noun?

1. To “glory” in God means to rest easy and comfortably in God’s love and protection

2. It’s comfort and assurance of His presence with you

3. And it’s a response of thankfulness for His blessings

4. In this text, specifically His blessings through His Word

5. What blessings?

III. Because

A. He has strengthened the bars of your gates;

1. Gates protect from outsiders

2. God’s Word strengthens & preserves you in the true faith to life everlasting

3. The only enemies in this world you need to be concerned about are God’s enemies

a. The devil

b. The World (sinful society)

c. Your own sinful flesh

4. There’s only one weapon that can combat them: God’s Word

a. And He has given you His Word in the Bible to combat those enemies

b. To keep you from being taken prisoner by them

c. And the beauty is that He fights for you and with you

B. He has blessed your sons within you.

1. Not only does God take care of you from outside, but within your own house

2. The Holy Spirit works through the Word as you share the gospel with your family

a. He will protect and strengthen them through that Word

b. And they will, through the faith they’re given, use the same Word to strengthen and protect you

C. He makes within your borders peace.

1. Not only does God provide for us, but He also gives us peace and comfort

2. That’s not to say you’ll never have strife in your home & life (quite the opposite)

3. But God makes you complete

a. No matter what happens, you have the guarantee that it’ll get better

b. He will provide you with all you need for eternal life

D. With the fat of the wheat, He satisfies you.

1. Besides providing peace, He provides tremendous comfort

2. Again, no promise of “creature comforts” (although He has provided those to you)

3. But what greater satisfaction could you get out of life than the comfort of eternal life with Jesus?

IV. He sends forth His Word to the earth; Speedily [does] His Word run.

A. And here is the source of all that comfort, peace, and protection

B. As well, here is the Christmas connection with this Psalm

1. He sends His Word to the earth

a. Not only through prophets, evangelists, and apostles

b. But in the flesh!

c. (John 1:14, WEB) The Word became flesh, and lived among us. We saw his glory, such glory as of the one and only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth.

d. Jesus is the Word that God sent to the earth to live among us!

e. He’s the good message of free eternal life!

C. He gives snow like wool; the frost like ashes He scatters.

1. He is with you year-round, through snow and its melting

2. And like snow, He protects you from the harsh winds of this world

3. And like melting frost, He refreshes you daily through the forgiveness of sins given you at your Baptism 

D. He hurls His ice as fragments; before His cold, who can stand?

1. Cold without protection would quickly destroy you

2. And without the Spirit working faith in your heart through the Word, you’d be cold and dead

E. He sends forth His Word and melts them; He causes His Spirit [/wind] to blow and the waters to flow.

1. Continuing the analogy, the Spirit here is compared to a summer breeze that melts the ice and causes rivers to flow again

2. The Holy Spirit melts cold, hard hearts, giving faith and salvation

3. And He does so through the flowing waters of Holy Baptism, by which your faith is given and strengthened

F. He declares His Words to Jacob, His statutes and His commandments to Israel.

1. Once He has given you the blessing of faith

a. You also have the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation

b. Even when you neglect the Word and go through life unarmed,

i. Not carrying the Sword of the Spirit (the Bible) with you or in your head & heart through memorization

ii. Not learning how to wield it more effectively through practice & training

c. He still gives you the forgiveness of sins

d. And He even guides you in how to live out your faith

e. Promising to be with you in spite of your failure

V. He has not done thus with any Gentiles, and His judgments, they've hardly known. Halleluiah!

A. What a blessing God has given you

B. While most of the world is in the dark, He has revealed this amazing message to you

1. That no matter how great your sin

a. No matter how cold your heart

b. And no matter how often you’ve stopped your ears to His Word and refused to share it with others

2. He sent the Word to be flesh for you

a. The eternal Son of God wrapped in swaddling clothes

b. To die on a cross to pay for your sin

c. To be the good news of eternal life, given to you freely, with no merit on your part

d. So that you are judged “not guilty” in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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