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Children’s Sermon

Object: How do turtles stay safe? What about octopuses? Who protects you?

Message: God has promised to take care of you and protect you, even from hell. How did He rescue us? †

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 16:1-11, NIV) A miktam of David. Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge. I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing.” As for the saints who are in the land, they are the glorious ones in whom is all my delight. The sorrows of those will increase who run after other gods. I will not pour out their libations of blood or take up their names on my lips. LORD, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have made my lot secure. The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance. I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. I have set the LORD always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It’s been said, “The one who stands for what’s right often stands alone.”

B. David apparently wrote this psalm when under pressure to worship false gods

1. Very common today

a. “All roads lead to God”

b. “No matter what you call it, we all worship the same god.”

2. But there is such a thing as idolatry

3. And it transgresses the most important commandment: to love God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength

II. Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge.

A. The Hebrew word for this type of Psalm is “miktam”

B. We don’t know exactly what “miktam” means, but every Psalm identified as such is associated with extreme danger

C. David shows that to be the case here in his opening request for safety

D. And if you’re going to seek refuge in time of danger, there’s no better refuge than Yahweh, the real  God

III. I said to the LORD, “You are my Lord;

A. apart from you I have no good thing.”

1. Here we see the futility of worshipping idols

2. They can’t help us!

3. The true God alone can help us

4. Of course, so often, we trust in everything but Him

a. Ourselves to get us out of jams

b. Money

c. Ask yourself: when you’re stressed, where do you turn for help or comfort?

d. Even “my spouse” as a first response is idolatry

B. As for the saints who are in the land, they are the glorious ones in whom is all my delight.

1. David delights in the saints: those who are holy in God’s eyes

2. Who is holy in God’s eyes? Those with faith in Christ

3. Why do those make him happy?

4. Because they to trust in Yahweh & encourage him to do the same

a. Think about it

b. If you’re stressed, is there anything on earth that can completely solve all your problems?

c. Only God can give us complete comfort

d. Because He alone is the source of all good things!

C. The sorrows of those will increase who run after other gods.

1. Quite the contrast, and completely true

2. The word “idol” means the same in Hebrew as a similar word in English: “idle” (i-d-l-e)

3. Nothing, which is what our idols are worth when we’re in trouble

D. I will not pour out their libations of blood or take up their names on my lips.

1. Again, think about it

2. When you’re in a jam, which is the better option:

a. Offending the only source of help by turning away from Him to our own idols?

b. Or trusting in existence Who can be trusted every time and has promised to help?

3. Yes, especially when we’re standing up for the truth, it’s easy to bow to pressure

a. But notice even the wording of that expression: “bow to pressure”

b. Bowing to anything but Yahweh is idolatry and useless

IV. LORD, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have made my lot secure.

A. The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.

1. Here’s the assurance of God’s protection

2. No matter how bad things get, God can handle it

3. He’s already promised eternal life to us

4. That’s our inheritance

B. I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me.

1. “At night” is a reference to “when things get dark”

2. God speaks to us through His Word

a. When things get rough, His Word of promise comforts us

b. Of course, we don’t always have our Bibles handy

c. Here’s an excellent reason to regularly be reading & memorizing God’s Word

d. Because it’s like a Swiss Army Knife for all of life’s problems

V. I have set the LORD always before me.

A. Because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure,

1. God’s Word gives us security

2. He holds us up and establishes us (causes us to stand) against any opposition

B. because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.

1. Here’s that promise we have in Christ

2. We’ve been idolatrous

a. Putting all sorts of other gods first in our lives

b. Bowing to all sorts of pressures instead of standing firm for God’s truth

c. By His death, we are made God’s “Holy ones”

3. But that’s why God sent Jesus

a. He remained true to God even in death

b. He died on the cross for our idolatry

c. But the Holy One, this same Jesus, did not decay

d. He wasn’t abandoned to the grave; He rose again

e. And because He rose, we will not be abandoned to the grave either

f. We will all rise in victory

C. You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

1. God has shown us the path of life: Jesus Christ

2. He is the only way to salvation

3. But the road is joyful

a. God is with us

b. He is trustworthy to carry us through any trouble

c. And bring us to eternal pleasure in Jesus’ name. Amen

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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