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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: How many times have you sinned today? How many times have you sinned in your life?

Message: How many sins has God forgiven? Why does He forgive our sins? Because Jesus paid for our sins so we don’t have to.

Save me from Secret Sins

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 19:7-14) The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring for ever. The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. What is God like?

1. He’s rather difficult to describe

a) St. Patrick used the shamrock to explain the Trinity: 3, yet 1

b) But that analogy would only be accurate if each leaf were the entire shamrock

c) Others have said we shouldn’t call God “Father” because of those who’ve been abused by their fathers

d) But this shows just how different God is from us

2. We can better describe God by how He’s different from anything we know

a) We are quick-tempered; He is slow to anger.

b) We are finite; He is infinite, vaster than the universe.

c) We harbor grudges and have difficulty forgiving; God forgives all who repent.

B. So what is God like?

1. We can know by looking to His description of Himself in His Word

2. And the more you know God’s Word, the more you know God

II. The teaching of Yahweh is perfect, restoring [/converting] the soul; the testimony of Yahweh is sure, making the foolish wise.

A. You can’t really know God except through the eyes of faith

B. And the only source of faith is the Word of God

1. The Word of God reveals the underlying truth

2. That life is not about gaining for yourself

3. But rather knowing you have all you need in Christ

4. And you can give all that you have to those who need you

5. Because God always has more to give to you

C. The reality is that the Word of God is more important than anything you have, including food, clothing, and even the air you breathe

1. Because if you lose all those things, you still have eternal life

2. But without the Word of God to transform your life and soul, you are already dead

III. The statutes of Yahweh [are] right [/straight, upright], gladdening [the] heart. The commandment of Yahweh [is] pure, enlightening the eyes.

A. God’s Word is so important because it is the truth and wisdom by which all others are judged

1. Even when it seems to go against your every experience,

2. Remember that God’s wisdom far surpasses our wisdom

3. And you trying to argue with God is like a parent’s wisdom over a child’s

a) Parents, how often have you said, “Because I said so!”

b) Or, “You wouldn’t understand!”

4. So it is with God’s wisdom

5. When God doesn’t make sense, then rejoice that you have a God that makes decisions with wisdom and understanding above your own

a) Consider the wisdom you gained in ~20-30 years over your children

b) If God, Who has existed from eternity, didn’t have a better handle on the workings of life and the universe than you,

c) What kind of God would learn no more in His infinite time than you have in under 100 years?

IV. The fear of Yahweh is pure, standing forever. The judgments of Yahweh are true, united altogether.

A. All of God’s teachings are connected

B. And since God’s Word is of incomparable value,

1. It makes a difference if you allow for false teachings about God’s Word

2. Combining false teachings with the truth of the Word is like having a beautiful gold engagement ring with a diamond replaced by a piece of dried rotten sausage

C. So for instance, take the ever-popular “decision theology,” the idea that you can decide to be a Christian

1. We know that’s not true from God’s Word

a) Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. (John 1:12, 13, NIV)

b) You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. (John 15:16, NIV)

c) For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this [faith] not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- (Ephesians 2:8, NIV)

d) And many more passages

2. Is this an important teaching?

a) It’s connected to the rest of God’s Word, so you can be sure it is

b) If you can decide to believe, then you are saved at least in part because of your own effort, your decision to believe

c) And ultimately, that is what saved you—your decision—and you can thus thank yourself for your salvation instead of the Holy Spirit for that gift of faith

d) And if you trust your own decision for your salvation, you’ll find your house is built on sand

(1) Because if you trust your own intellect and decisions,

(2) You’ll find yourself eventually questioning your sincerity at your decision

(3) Or if you suffer mental illness or brain damage, you’re really in trouble

(4) And then you lose the certainty of salvation

e) But faith is not so shaky as a human whim

(1) Faith is a gift of God through His Word and Sacraments—

(2) Specifically through the Gospel and the Gospel conveyed through the Sacraments—

(3) And no gift of God is so fragile as the human mind

D. So it is with all of God’s doctrines [teachings]

1. By knowing the truth,

2. You will find greater comfort,

3. Greater assurance,

4. Greater freedom,

5. And the peace of God that passes all understanding.

V. They are more desirable than gold and than much fine gold and sweeter than honey dripping from the honeycomb.

A. God’s Word, the message of salvation, is the greatest gift anyone has ever given you

B. Yet how often do you choose something else over it?

1. Why is getting the kids to bed 10 minutes earlier more important than spending a few minutes reading a Bible story before bed?

2. What do you do at 10:30 on Sundays that’s more important than digging into God’s Word for 45 minutes?

3. Why is watching your favorite sitcom more important to you than spending a few minutes in personal devotions at night?

C. But don’t make Bible Study your priority because you should
1. You’ll note that God force it on you

2. Rather, He presents it you as fine gold and sweet honey

3. These are the Words of eternal life

VI. Moreover, Your servant is warned by them. In keeping them is a great result.

A. Once we recognize our sin in light of God’s Commandments,

B. We realize that we have not met God’s expectations for us

C. And We are able to see our need for a Savior to save us from our sinful condition

D. But God’s Word even more shows us the Gospel, the Good News that God has saved us by the blood of Jesus Christ

VII. Who can discern his errors? Clear me from hidden ones.

A. Our sins are so numerous that we could never list all of our sins

B. Everything we do is tainted by sin one way or another

1. Because our hands are dirty with sin,

2. No matter how pure our motives,

3. We can never do anything without sin affecting it in some way or without some selfish motivation to it, no matter how altruistic.

4. It’s like a small child giving you a big hug—after eating spaghetti

5. No matter how nice, the stain is still there.

VIII. Also, from arrogance keep your servant back. Let them not rule over me. Then, I will be clear of many transgressions.

A. Once we set aside our arrogance and look firmly into the mirror of God’s Law, we are able, in faith, to repent.

B. Because we can also see the Gospel, by which our transgressions are cleared

C. If you have no sin, you don’t need a Savior

D. So there’s no point trying to hide your sins from God

E. Because “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9, NIV)

1. Because unlike us, God is not always fair, but always just

2. And to remove your sin, He punished His Son on the cross in your place

3. And because of His sacrifice, God has given you eternal life and eternal love

IX. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be favorable in Your face, Yahweh, my Rock and my Redeemer.

A. Your prayers, your deeds, and even your thoughts are favorable to God

1. Because the taint of sin is gone

2. No matter how deep your sin,

3. No matter how bright and obvious the stain,

4. There’s nothing like the blood of Christ and the waters of Holy Baptism to wash that stain away and leave no trace.

B. And that’s how we know God

1. He is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

2. He forgives you every day, every moment.

3. He is with you always to the close of the age in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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