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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What does a king do? (takes care of his country)

Message: Jesus is our King. He cared for us by dying to free us from sin.

Transfiguration: A Psalm

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalm 2:6-12) “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a moment. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It never ceases to amaze me as I study the Old Testament, how God had our salvation planned out beforehand

1. Of course, He created the universe in 144 hours

2. And it took man one snack break to ruin it

3. But then God spent about 6,000 years preparing for the redemption and restoration

B. But as He laid out the groundwork for your salvation, He had His plans written down

1. The Old Testament isn’t so much about the past as about the present

2. It’s the blueprint of the amazing building God created in the New Testament called the “Temple of God” or “Body of Christ” (AKA the Christian church)

C. And in these Old Testament prophecies, not only do we see our salvation in the works

D. But we also see that, in spite of our sin and rebellion, God loved us all along and still does so (and always will)

II. "I have put My king on Zion, My holy hill."

A. Zion is the temple mount in Jerusalem, the place everyone’s fighting over today

1. But even back in King David’s day, before the temple was built there, it was never about real estate

2. Zion is the place where God is, and in our day, it’s not a plot of land in the Middle East—Zion is the church—God’s people

3. Because He has promised that when we gather in His name, He is with us

B. And to Zion—us—God has given a King

1. And not just any king

2. He is Jesus, the King of kings and Lord of lords

3. The King Who on a hill glowed like lightning to show His glory as the only-begotten Son of God at the Transfiguration

4. And the King who, on Mount Calvary, would do a king’s duty and die for us, His people

5. To Him above all, we owe our loyalty, our allegiance, and our eternal gratitude

C. But how loyal are we to our King?

1. He has given you only Ten Commandments—talk about a simple legal structure!

2. And yet on any given day, you break several, if not all, of them

3. In fact, St. James tells us that, if you’ve broken one, you’ve broken them all

4. This is how you respond to the greatest king the world has ever known?

a) To use an expression from our government, “Which side of the aisle are you on?!?”

b) When God lays out His plans for you, why are you so quick to “boo” Him by turning your back on Him?

III. "I will tell of the decree of Yahweh. He said to Me, 'My Son [are] You. Today I have begotten You.'

A. Here God lays out exactly Who this King is that He will give to us: He is none other than the only-begotten Son of God

1. “Begotten” means, “brought forth,”

2. Perhaps the best modern word is “presented,” like a proud father presents his newborn son and hands out cigars

3. Here in this text, God the Father presents His Son, the King of Zion.

B. And as God’s only-begotten Son, Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth

1. Including the authority to preach God’s Word

2. Including the authority to perform miracles, everything from healing diseases to calming storms to raising the dead

3. And including the authority to save you from sin, death, and the devil—and that’s exactly what He did.

IV. "Ask of Me, and I will give the nations as Your inheritance and as your possession the ends of the earth.

A. This sounds, at first glance, like the devil’s final temptation in the wilderness—“Worship me, and I will give you all the kingdoms of the world.”

1. But the reality was that Jesus didn’t want these kingdoms from the devil by taking the easy way

2. He would follow God’s path and gain the nations of the world by buying us with His own blood

3. Because the only way to gain life is through the cross

4. Jesus gained life for us there

5. And through our faith in His accomplishment there, we have that life He bought for us

B. We, on the other hand, are very quick to bow to the devil in exchange for what he offers us, which is usually a whole lot less

1. We keep our mouths shut to be obedient to the devil’s command not to speak of Jesus except in “church” settings

2. We follow the devil’s encouragement to “live and let live,” even when our neighbor is dying without Jesus

3. We use the devil’s excuses to justify our sin instead of confessing those sins and letting the blood of Jesus justify us

V. "You will break them with a rod of iron; like a potter's jar you shall shatter them."

A. Standing in opposition to God’s anointed King is just not a good idea

1. With the authority of God, Jesus has the power of God as well

2. And while His power, in us, is perfected in weakness

3. He has promised that, for all who oppose Him, it would be better for them had they never been born

B. Jesus has promised absolute destruction for all Who oppose Him—broken like a clay pot against an iron rod

1. And how many times a day do you oppose Him?

2. So what do you deserve? Nothing less than that broken pot

C. But thank God that Jesus was broken in our place

1. He was filled up like a pot full of our sin

2. And God absolutely shattered Him, body and soul, on the cross

3. And so, as we see the iron rod of God’s wrath against our sin beat Jesus in our place

4. He gives us refuge under that cross, refuge from God’s punishment through Jesus, our perfect substitute

VI. And now, kings, become wise. Be instructed, judges of the earth.

A. God here calls all “kings,” that is, all in authority, to show wisdom

B. And the fear of God is the beginning of all wisdom, not the philosophies of man

C. So the wisdom God calls for is instruction in repentance

D. That you may turn away from your sin and embrace the righteousness of Christ, purchased for you, and given to you through God’s Word and Sacraments

E. This is the wisdom preached and put into action by our glorious King

VII. Serve Yahweh in fear, and rejoice with trembling.

A. We are powerless, unable to serve as we ought to

B. And yet, to whatever God has called us, whether it be as spouse, parent, wherever He calls us, He works through us in acts of service

1. Now sometimes, what God calls us to do isn’t some big, flashy job

2. Sometimes, it’s not even what we would call a job at all

a) Because some of the greatest callings He has called us to are the daily, boring tasks that consume the “daily grind”

b) What is God calling you to do? To serve Him through your vocations

c) And if He calls on you to cook dinner, wash dishes, or do the laundry, that is still a calling from your King

3. It’s not the nature of a job that defines it as a high calling—it’s the One Who called you to do it

4. And because He is our loving Savior, you can serve Him joyfully, not needing to fear His wrath if your work is not perfect

5. And yet, because He is your King, you can serve Him to the best of your ability and rejoice in the opportunity to be used as a vessel of the King of kings,

6. Because He has chosen to use your hands to serve His people and your voice to comfort them

7. Not because of your abilities, but because of His ability to use the lowly things He mentioned in last week’s text

VIII. Kiss the Son lest He be angry and you be destroyed in the way, because soon His wrath may be kindled. Blessed are those who take refuge in Him.

A. Through the gift of faith, we are able to acknowledge Christ as our Savior and King

B. And thus, by grace—undeserved love—alone, you have a refuge from God’s wrath—the only-begotten Son of God

C. This is God’s beloved Son—listen to Him, because He has the words of eternal life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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