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Children’s Sermon

Object: What do you own? What can you call your own? That belongs to God.

Message: What does God own? Does He own you? He bought you!

Come, King of Glory

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 24:1-10, NIV) Of David. A psalm. The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters. Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false. He will receive blessing from the LORD and vindication from God his Savior. Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, O God of Jacob. Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is he, this King of glory? The LORD Almighty--he is the King of glory. 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Soon, we’ll be opening presents

B. Maybe you’ve opened some already

C. Nice to have lots of nice stuff

D. God, through David, puts our possessions in perspective

II. The earth is the Lord’s

A. Everything in it

1. Those Christmas gifts aren’t really yours 

a. Given to you to enjoy

b. Also to take care of

2. Same with everything else you own

a. God created it

b. We haven’t earned all the things we have, even if we think we have

c. All given to us by God

B. Everyone in it

1. God specifies that we are His

2. Because He made us

3. Because He bought us

a. We’d run off & gotten enslaved to another master: sin

b. Given that He doesn’t need us, He was under no obligation to get us back

c. He loves us, so He paid to get us back

i. Invested His greatest love: His Son, Jesus Christ

ii. Deposited Him in the body of a virgin to be born and laid in a manger

iii. When the investment had matured, He spent that investment

iv. Sent Jesus to the cross to buy us back with His blood

v. Called “Redemption”

III. Who may ascend the hill of the Lord?

A. Who may stand in his holy place?

1. What makes something holy (set apart as special)?

a. God’s presence

b. This psalm was sung as they brought the Ark of the Covenant into the temple

c. The Ark of the Covenant was holy because God was on the Ark (literally, but we don’t how)

2. Who may stand before Him?

a. Not sinners

b. God will not tolerate sin in His presence

c. Our sinful flesh cannot survive God’s purity

d. No sinner can stand before God

B. He who has clean hands and a pure heart,

1. Who is that?

2. Only one man can claim that of Himself: Jesus

3. Our hands are dirty

a. Filthy with sin

b. Guilty breaking every commandment God gave us

4. Our hearts are corrupt

a. Our sin isn’t just what we do

b. It’s our selfish motivations

c. Grudges

d. Jealousy

e. Lust

f. Most of all: seeking our own way instead of God’s way

C. who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false.

1. Trusting in anything else besides God

2. Have you ever trusted in something else to get you out of a jam?

3. Have you ever thought you needed something that you really didn’t?

4. Have you ever felt that you had to sin?

5. All of those things are “lifting your soul to an idol”

6. Because of those things, we cannot stand before God

IV. He will receive blessing from the LORD and vindication from God his Savior.

A. Who is this, then?

B. Us!

1. Not that we’re pure and clean by ourselves

2. We are vindicated: shown to be righteous

3. Jesus says: “You are not guilty: I’ve already paid the price for your sin.”

C. We receive blessing from God

1. His presence with us

2. Right now

3. In eternity as we enjoy the blessing of eternal life

V. Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your face, O God of Jacob.

A. We are able to stand before God because we’ve been made pure

B. Not just an abstract story

C. A historical event

VI. Lift up your heads, O you gates

A. be lifted up, you ancient doors,

1. Reference to the temple doors making way for the Ark of the Covenant

a. God’s presence with His people

2. Also a reference to the door between heaven and earth

a. that opened into a virgin’s womb

b. A child was conceived of God Himself

c. A child who is God Himself 

B. that the King of glory may come in.

1. Open the gates, because God is with His people

2. He came to bring forgiveness by dying on a cross

3. He will come again to restore all things

VII. Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty

A. That little baby isn’t just a baby

1. That child Who couldn’t even hold His own head up is the maker of all things

2. Those little hands that could only grasp a small finger are the hands of the One Who holds the entire universe

3. That toothless mouth that could only cry is the mouth of the One Who spoke creation into existence

B. He is the same God Who rescued the Israelites from Egypt

C. The same God Who would die for the sins of the world

D. The same God Who would rise again with the promise that we will, too

VIII. Lift up your heads, O you gates

A. lift them up, you ancient doors

B. that the King of glory may come in.

1. To a virgin’s womb and a feeding trough

2. To a troubled earth in need of comfort

3. To a sinful heart in need of forgiveness

4. To be with us forever, as promised in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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