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Children’s Sermon

Object:

Message:

Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 27:1-9, NIV) Of David. The LORD is my light and my salvation--whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life--of whom shall I be afraid? When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall. Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then will I be confident. One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock. Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me; at his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing and make music to the LORD. Hear my voice when I call, O LORD; be merciful to me and answer me. My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” Your face, LORD, I will seek. Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my helper. Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my Savior.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A woman telephoned the manager of a large opera house and told him she had lost a valuable diamond pin the night before at the concert. The man asked her to hold the line. A search was made and the brooch was found; but when he got back to the phone, the woman had hung up. He waited for her to call again, and even put a notice in the paper, but he heard nothing further.

A. So often, we are just like this woman

1. We call on God for help (if that)

2. We don’t wait around for an answer

3. Or when the answer comes, we ignore it

a. “I got myself out of this one.”

b. “How lucky!”

c. Even, “God didn’t answer my prayer,” just because He thought knew it better to answer according to His will instead of our puny logic

d. God, through King David in today’s psalm, gives us another perspective

II. The LORD is my light and my salvation

A. When we pray, we need to remember whom we’re talking to

1. This is not a letter to your local congressional representative

a. It’s a personal conversation with the God of the universe

i. Not an “out there somewhere” god

ii. A God Who lets us call Him “Father”

1. Because that’s how much He’s willing to get involved in our lives

2. Because that’s how much He cares

2. He’s our light

a. He guides us

b. Keeps us from stumbling

c. Shows us where to go

3. He’s our salvation

a. Since we don’t always follow that light

b. He has bailed us out

c. He does so again & again

B. whom shall I fear?

1. If God is for us, who can be against us?

2. So often, we’re afraid:

a. Afraid of what the future holds

b. Afraid for our health

c. Afraid of bad reputations

d. You name it

3. The LORD is the stronghold of my life

a. of whom shall I be afraid?

i. Find me someone more powerful than God

ii. Find me a situation so bad that God can’t handle it

iii. Can you think of any? I didn’t think so.

b. When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, when my enemies and my foes attack me,

i. The Bible doesn’t deny that we’ll face trouble in this life

ii. If anyone tells you that Christians’ lives are without trouble, they don’t really know any Christians

iii. We’re assaulted on all sides

1. The devil

2. The world

3. Even our own sinful flesh: the “Old Adam” in us that’s constantly tempting us to sin

c. they will stumble and fall.

i. Our enemies cannot triumph

ii. In fact, God doesn’t tell us to fear them: He says to love & pray for them!

iii. Not the devil, but those influenced by him

d. Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear;

i. David knew about trouble

ii. But he knew that the Lord of Armies (Lord God of Sabaoth) is stronger than all other armies

1. Whether human or devil

e. though war break out against me, even then will I be confident.

i. Sometimes, God waits for the last possible moment

ii. But He has promised to deliver us from evil

III. One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek:

A. that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,

1. David’s not talking about setting up a cot at church

2. He’s talking about God’s presence with him

3. Since God is such a mighty protector, he wants God always with him

IV. For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling;

A. he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock.

1. Seems like a contradiction

a. How can God hide us by setting us high on a rock?

b. Sounds like an easy target

2. This text shows the Divine inspiration of Holy Scripture: beautiful use of language to make a point no human mind could know

a. Tabernacle: tent where God could be found

b. Hiding in the presence of God

c. Who’s the ultimate tent of God’s presence?

d. John 1 says, “The Word was made flesh and tented among us.”: Jesus

e. So David is saying, “God will hide me in Jesus.”

i. That’s exactly what he did

ii. Our sin had separated us from God

iii. But God sent Jesus to restore us by paying for our sin on the cross

iv. Our sin has been covered up—hidden forever—by Jesus’ blood

f. And by Jesus’ death for us, we are set on a rock

i. A place of victory

ii. King of the mountain, and nothing can knock us down, because Jesus is holding us up

B. Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me;

1. So when those enemies confront us, we can respond with confidence:

a. I’m a baptized child of God!

b. Jesus died for me to rescue me

c. Through Him, I’m victorious

d. There’s nothing you enemies of God can do to take that away!

V. My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”

A. Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger;

1. Because we are sinners

2. But that’s why we pray in Jesus’ name: with His credentials

3. Because He gave us the right

B. you have been my helper.

1. You forgave my sin

2. You’ve rescued me from fear

C. Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my Savior.

1. Because Jesus paid for my sin

2. Because you, God, are my Savior in Jesus’ name. Amen

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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