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Children’s Sermon

Object: If someone does something nice for you, what do you say? Do you say it before they do it?

Message: When we ask God for something, we can thank Him before because we know he’ll do it. He even gives before we ask. Did you ask Jesus to die on the cross for you?

Thanks in Advance

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 28:1-9, NKJV) To You I will cry, O LORD my Rock: Do not be silent to me, Lest, if You are silent to me, I become like those who go down to the pit. Hear the voice of my supplications When I cry to You, When I lift up my hands toward Your holy sanctuary. Do not take me away with the wicked And with the workers of iniquity, Who speak peace to their neighbors, But evil is in their hearts. Blessed be the LORD, Because He has heard the voice of my supplications! The LORD is my strength and my shield; My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped; Therefore my heart greatly rejoices, And with my song I will praise Him. The LORD is their strength, And He is the saving refuge of His anointed. Save Your people, And bless Your inheritance; Shepherd them also, And bear them up forever.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Ever feel like God can’t hear you?

1. He’s sometimes hidden

2. Sometimes we feel alone

3. Even try to solve our problems on our own

B. David felt like that when he wrote today’s Psalm (prayer/hymn)

1. Called on God to hear his prayer

2. Prayed with confidence, calling God on His promises and His nature

II. I call to You. Don’t be silent to me.

A. We are sinners and don’t deserve God’s audience

1. How many times will a friend betray you before you won’t listen any more?

2. How many times could your spouse be unfaithful to you before you filed papers?

3. That’s exactly what we do to God every time we sin, no matter how minor

B. Yet we, like David, want God to hear our prayers

1. If I called up President Bush, would he listen to me?

2. I can’t even get a direct line to our congressmen.

3. Why should God listen to us?

C. David shows us why we have God’s attention

III. Hear me when I lift my hands to the sanctuary.

A. “Sanctuary” is the Hebrew word for “Holy of Holies”

1. Place in the deepest part of the temple where God is

2. He promised to be present there over the Ark of the Covenant

3. There in a special way, a sacramental way, He is present

4. Very closely related to how He’s with us through our Baptism, through the Lord’s Supper, and through the hearing of the Word of God

B. Main feature of the Ark is the mercy seat

1. Presence of God

2. Also where blood was sprinkled for the forgiveness of sins

3. David points to that blood as the reason for being heard

a. “God, my sins are forgiven by the shedding of blood.”

b. “For the sake of the One Whose blood was shed, hear me.”

IV. Don’t drag me away with the wicked.

A. Even though we are wicked

1. We don’t deserve to be in God’s presence

2. We deserve to be dragged away from Him

B. We ask for mercy

1. Not because God is inconsistent: He still hates sin

2. Because the price for our sin has been paid by the shedding of blood

V. Don’t count me as one who talks out both sides of the mouth.

A. Speaks peace to neighbors

1. So common today

2. We don’t want to offend anyone

3. Pretend there’s nothing wrong when we’re confronted with another person’s sin

4. We don’t confront sin and “Call a spade a spade”

B. Evil in the heart

1. We talk about each other behind their backs

2. We just keep it to ourselves

3. The God-pleasing thing to do is confront sin and stop it

VI. Blessed be Yahweh, for He has heard me.

A. Even while the trouble is still present, David praises God for hearing him

1. He knows God has heard Him

2. That’s why we say, “Amen” at the end of our prayers

3. We know He’s promised to hear & answer us & we trust that promise

B. He thanks God for hearing Him

1. When we pray, God will answer us in one of three ways

a. Yes

b. Yes, but you need to wait for it

c. No, I have something better for you

2. “I don’t know how You’ll answer me, but I know You will and it’ll be to my benefit.”

VII. My faith helps me.

A. We can’t be heard on our own merits

B. God gives us faith, through which our sins are forgiven, through which we are helped

1. Not just the temporal things we usually pray for

2. Eternal life

VIII. Yahweh gives strength & protection through His Messiah.

A. “He is the saving refuge of His anointed”

B. “Anointed” is the Hebrew word “Messiah”

1. Better translated, “He is the saving stronghold through His Messiah.”

a. He protects us through the Messiah, the Christ

b. What does He protect us from?

i. Jesus the Christ paid the price for our unfaithfulness to God

ii. He died on the cross as our substitute

iii. God dragged Him away with the wicked instead of us

2. God anointed “Messiah” took our place so we are now His “anointed” along with Jesus, His eternal Son

IX. Save Your people, be their Shepherd, and lift them up to eternity.

A. Save us

1. He’s already done that

2. Almost 2000 years ago on the cross

3. When Jesus said, “It is finished,” our salvation was won

4. When He rose from the dead, death itself became mortal & will end

B. Be our Shepherd

1. He leads us in the paths of righteousness

a. That’s not so much doing/being good

b. We are righteous through faith

c. Righteous in God’s eyes because of what the Christ has done for us

C. Lift us up to eternity

1. Lord, because Jesus bought our ticket to heaven by His blood

2. Grant us eternal life with You as You have promised in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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