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Children’s Sermon

Object: When you need help, who do you call? (911 or parents) Do they come help you?

Message: What if you ask God for help? Will He help you? How do you know He’s willing to help you? † If He was willing to die for you, you can count on Him to be willing to help you with everything else.

Looking out for #2

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 34:15-22) The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their cry; the face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them from the earth. The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles. The LORD is close to the broken-hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. A righteous man may have many troubles, but the LORD delivers him from them all; he protects all his bones, not one of them will be broken. Evil will slay the wicked; the foes of the righteous will be condemned. The LORD redeems his servants; no-one will be condemned who takes refuge in him.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. What does it take to calm your fears?

1. When something’s going wrong, do you have to know the solution to not be upset about it any more?

a. Do you need someone there to comfort you and reassure you?

b. Do you weigh the probabilities of a favorable outcome?

2. When crops look dry, what does it take to know everything will be all right?

3. When they’re laying off people at work, what keeps you from worrying?

4. When the doctor says, “I have some bad news,” what calms you down?

B. But why do you worry?

1. Are you afraid that you’re alone, left up to your own devices to get yourself out of that mess?

2. Are you afraid that God is too busy with everyone else to answer your prayers?

3. Are you worried that He won’t answer them in your best interest?

4. Does prayer even enter the equation for you?

5. Robert Murray McCheyne said, “If I could hear Christ praying for me in the next room, I would not fear a million enemies. Yet distance makes no difference. He is praying for me."

II. The eyes of Yahweh are on the righteous [ones] and His ears to their cry. The face of Yahweh [is] against doers of evil, to cut off from the earth their memory.

A. But what comfort is this?

1. The Lord is looking out for the righteous and listening to them

2. But are you righteous?

a. Have you kept God’s entire Law?

b. Are you as perfect as Jesus?

3. Or are you a “doer of evil”?

a. How many times daily do you choose evil, sin, your own selfish motivations, over following in God’s path?

b. How would you like a transcript of your thoughts published? Anything you’d be ashamed of?

4. So, is the Lord watching out for you, or is His face against you?

B. Yet you are righteous, completely perfect

1. Not in and of yourself

2. But through Jesus Christ giving you His righteousness on the cross, taking your evil on Himself

3. He has placed the robe of righteousness on you

4. And because the Son of God has made you righteous

5. Then He is watching over you and listening to your cries

III. They cry, and Yahweh listens, and from all their troubles He delivers them.

A. Did you hear that? Form all your troubles, He delivers you!

B. Does that statement have you wondering whether this passage is really talking about you?

C. God has promised to deliver you, but not always in the time and method you expect, or even demand

1. His method of deliverance may be to return and remove this world of sin

2. His method may be to show you that your problem is something entirely different than you think it is

3. But however He chooses to deliver you, you can be sure that His deliverance will be the best possible

4. Nobody expected the ultimate deliverance to be a bloody corpse, found innocent but executed anyway

5. And yet, our God is a God of the unexpected

IV. Near is Yahweh to the broken-hearted, and the crushed spirit He saves.

A. God knows what it’s like to have a broken heart

1. He has experienced weakness

2. He has experienced first hand his children rebelling

3. He has experienced a cheating spouse

4. He has experienced the pain of the death of loved ones

5. He knows what it’s like, because He’s been there

B. And so He has compassion on you

1. He doesn’t want you to suffer

2. As your loving Father, He wants everything for you

3. And He cries for your loss as His own: (Psalms 116:15) Precious in the sight of Yahweh is the death of his saints.

V. Great are the calamities of the righteous [one], and from all of them, Yahweh delivers Him.

A. God doesn’t promise you a bullet-proof vest when you become a Christian

1. You can count on troubles as much as anyone else, if not more

2. On top of the normal living-in-a-sinful-world troubles, you have the added trouble of persecution for your faith

a. If you regularly take a stand for your faith, you will at some point be persecuted in some way

b. Satan hates the Truth and anyone who stands up for Him

c. The world gets angry at the mention of the cross

d. Just this week, I was rebuked by someone who overheard me tell someone else that Jesus died for him

e. Because nobody likes being told that they’re sinners and need a Savior

B. But God delivers from trouble

1. You will not always be persecuted

2. And in fact, those who rebuke you for your faith now will envy you for eternity in the fires of hell

3. While you will receive the crown of eternal life

4. What greater deliverance could you get?

C. Now before we go on to the rest of our text, we need to note a transition in the text.

1. Until now, the word “Righteous” has been plural.

2. But starting in this verse, “Righteous” is singular (We don’t distinguish in English.)

3. So let’s read that again: “Great are the calamities of the righteous [one], and from all of them, Yahweh delivers Him.”

a. So Who is the “Righteous One”?

b. The One who has suffered great evil

c. The One Who has been delivered from that evil: Jesus Christ, God Himself

d. The same One Who delivers us from evil

e. How? The next verse tells us

VI. He keeps all His bones; not one of them is broken.

A. Who? The Righteous One

1. St. John tells us that this verse was written to tell us that Jesus’ bones wouldn’t be broken on the cross

2. They were not broken because He has power over life and death

a. The power to give up His life

b. And the power to raise you from death

B. And since Jesus was in control even as He hung on the cross

C. You can be sure that He will guard and keep you as well

VII. Destruction will slay the wicked, and [those] hating the righteous [One] will be condemned. Yahweh redeems the soul of His servants, and none of those who trust in Him will be condemned.

A. God has promised destruction to sinners

1. And according to this psalm, that would be defined as, “[those] hating the righteous [One]”

2. The enemies of God, those rejecting the gift of eternal life in Christ, will end in eternal destruction

B. But none of those who trust in Him will be condemned

1. The destruction planned for His enemies will bypass you

2. Because it already came to Jesus in your place

3. You will not be declared guilty by God

4. Because your sins are washed away

5. He has heard your cries and sees your distress

6. And even now, and before time began, He has insured eternal life for you

7. The Lord has redeemed your soul with the blood of the Lamb of God

8. Jesus was condemned in your place

9. Because He was looking out for you and heard your cry before time began

10. And He will continue to watch over you until you can look Him in the eye with joy on the last day in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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