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Children’s Sermon

Object: What are some things you can’t do? What are some things God can’t do?

Message: Can He take care of you? Does He? How?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 4:1-8, NIV) For the director of music. With stringed instruments. A psalm of David. Answer me when I call to you, O my righteous God. Give me relief from my distress; be merciful to me and hear my prayer. How long, O men, will you turn my glory into shame? How long will you love delusions and seek false gods? Know that the LORD has set apart the godly for himself; the LORD will hear when I call to him. In your anger do not sin; when you are on your beds, search your hearts and be silent. Offer right sacrifices and trust in the LORD. Many are asking, “Who can show us any good?” Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. You have filled my heart with greater joy than when their grain and new wine abound. I will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Ruth Bell Graham, in her book, Prodigals and Those Who Love Them, shares this story: A weary Christian lay awake one night trying to hold the world together by his worrying, Then he heard the Lord gently say to him, "Now you go to sleep, Jim; I'll sit up.

A. We get so caught up in worries

1. How will this project at work go?

2. How will I get all these things done?

3. Will the weather work the way I need for the farm?

4. Will we make it through the year?

B. David had worries in this Psalm

C. But he knew where to turn for help

II. Answer me when I call to you, O my righteous God.

A. Give me relief from my distress;

1. We all know the song, “He’s got the whole world in His hands”

2. But do we believe it?

3. When things get tough, where do you turn?

a. Usually, we turn inward

i. Do you lose sleep worrying about it?

ii. Do you get stressed and take it out on the people close to you?

iii. Do you hate not being in control of a situation?

b. God, through David, tells us to turn to Him

i. He never sleeps: He’s always looking out for us

ii. And when He got upset about the sin in the world, He took it out on His Son, Jesus, instead of on you

iii. And there’s no point in getting upset about not being in control.

iv. He’s in control the whole time, working everything to your good

B. be merciful to me and hear my prayer.

1. Why should God listen to your prayer?

2. Not because you deserve it

a. Imagine someone murders your child

i. Then he calls you up and says, “Hey, I need a favor.”

ii. How willing would you be to even listen to his request, much less help him out

b. Yet it’s precisely because God’s Son, Jesus, was murdered that He does hear us

i. That’s why we pray “In Jesus’ name”

ii. Because Jesus, who is the “God of my righteousness” made you righteous (pure) by taking your unrighteousness (corruption) to the cross

iii. In turn, He gave you His righteousness

iv. And since you are righteous because of Christ, God has promised to hear your prayer

v. That’s why we pray, “In Jesus name”: The prayer has His seal on it

III. How long, O men, will you turn my glory into shame?

A. How long will you love delusions and seek false gods?

1. That’s what our response often is to hardship

a. “I can handle it.”

b. “I’ll figure out what to do.”

c. “If I only had a little more money, I could take care of this.”

d. “I’ve got it under control.”

e. As long as you insist on directing your own life, that’s idolatry

f. You’re worshipping yourself

2. Know that the LORD has set apart the godly for himself;

a. As much as you might like to think it’s your life

b. It’s not

c. God has set you apart from the world

d. He has chosen you to be different

e. He has chosen you to be His

3. the LORD will hear when I call to him.

a. Because a loving Father listens to his son

b. And God is the ultimate loving Father

B. In your anger do not sin;

1. That’s one of the problems with trying to handle the situation yourself

a. You get angry, frustrated, and edgy

b. Then your anger leads you to sin and away from God

2. when you are on your beds, search your hearts and be silent.

a. That doesn’t mean, “Find your answers in your heart.”

b. It means, “Pray to God and wait patiently for an answer.”

c. God will answer

i. When you pray, believe that God will answer

ii. Otherwise, you’ll miss the answer because you’ll be too busy trying to solve the problem yourself

3. Offer right sacrifices and trust in the LORD.

a. Sacrifices do not merit anything by themselves

i. A prayer or hymn done without meaning has no meaning to God, either

ii. The only sacrifices pleasing to God are those done by faith in Jesus

b. Many are asking, “Who can show us any good?”

i. What’s the best good that could ever be shown to you?

ii. How about eternal life free from pain and suffering?

iii. That’s exactly what God has given you by Jesus’ death on the cross

iv. Got trouble? Jesus already conquered it

v. “I know my plans for you: plans to prosper.”

c. Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD.

i. What does it mean to see God’s face?

ii. To know His love

iii. To know He glows with love for you

IV. You have filled my heart with greater joy than when their grain and new wine abound.

A. I will lie down and sleep in peace,

1. Relax—don’t worry

2. Everything really will be all right

3. Jesus made sure of that on the cross

B. for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.

1. He really does “got the whole world in His hands”

2. There is no safer place to be than in God’s hands

3. And Jesus has promised, “No one will take you out of My hands.” In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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