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Children’s Sermon

Object: What scares you? Is God able to take care of that?

Message: God is bigger than any problem that you could have. What is the biggest problem? (Sin) God took care of that, too. †

He’s with us: Reformation 2003

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 46:1-11) God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. Selah There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day. Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah Come and see the works of the LORD, the desolations he has brought on the earth. He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, he burns the shields with fire. “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. I read a wonderful slogan this week: “If you give in, you won’t give out.”

1. That is, if you give in to God and let Him handle your troubles, you won’t burn out in stress

2. If you hand your troubles over to God, You don’t have to worry about them any more

B. But to our sinful flesh, that’s not easy

1. We want control

2. We want to know what’s going to happen

3. We want to know where we’re going and how to get there

4. But the psalmist in today’s lesson tells us something different

II. God [is] our shelter and strength, a help in great trouble.

A. There is a tribe in South America called the Yanomamo

1. They have a ceremony each day to wake up the sun

2. They believe that, if they don’t do this, the sun won’t rise

3. So they always make sure, every day, to perform this ceremony instead of letting God, Whom they don’t know, take care of the rising of the sun

B. We can laugh at that, but are we any different?

1. What do you do to make sure your world doesn’t come to an end?

2. What amount of worrying do you do to keep the sky from crashing down on you?

3. But trying to hold up your world is like spending your life holding up your house’s roof. Why not use a support beam. That’s why they’re there!

4. And God is the support beam for your life: let Him do that for you—He’s better qualified for the job!

III. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth change and the mountains shake into the heart of the sea. Though its waters roar and foam and the mountains shake at its arrogance.

A. What in your life seems to be falling into the ocean?

1. Money is tight for our congregation right now

2. We have a big stack of unpaid bills

3. So what do we do?

a. For one, we need to be good stewards of the resources God has given us

b. But do we stop doing the ministry He’s called us to do?

c. Of course not!

d. If He places an opportunity to minister to each other, to our community, and to our world in front of us, we would be fools to say, “No, Lord, we can’t do it.”

e. When God sent Moses to free Israel, He didn’t give him a flowchart.

i. He just told Moses to go

ii. So Moses, who wasn’t too sure about it, went

iii. And God delivered on His promise

f. In Martin Luther’s day, the church needed money

i. So they changed their teachings

ii. They sold indulgences—paying off sins with money—to cover expenses

iii. Is that what we should do? Change the way we teach and minister to people?

iv. Of course not!

4. The question is not, “What do we need to do?”

a. The question is, “What is God going to do?”

b. And the answer is, “He will save us, as He always does.”

i. Maybe he will bless someone with gifts to help out

ii. Maybe He already has blessed someone

iii. Maybe He’s going to wait a while to remind us to trust Him no matter how bad it gets!

iv. But God has blessed this congregation’s ministry for 123 years—why would you think He’d stop now?

v. If He allowed this congregation to thrive through the Great Depression, He can certainly carry us through a 2-year recession that is already wrapping up!

B. Though the mountains crumble, we will not fear

1. Though money is tight, we will not be afraid

2. Though relationships fall apart, we will not fear

3. Though pain, sickness, weakness, or even death threaten us, we will not be shaken!

IV. [There is] a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the tent of the Highest God. God is in her midst; she will not be shaken. God will help her in the turning dawn.

A. First of all, what is God’s city?

1. It’s the place where He is

2. It’s His church

a. God is in the hearts of His people

b. God is in His Word, spoken to you here today

c. God is in the bread and wine given to you today

d. You are God’s city! And God is in your midst!

B. What is the river in God’s city?

1. What water in God’s church brings joy and gladness?

2. Holy Baptism!

a. He has given you faith through that river of life

b. And through that faith, He has given you eternal life

c. You have the promise of eternal life—how can you be shaking?

d. Nothing can take that away from you!

3. God will help you until dawn

a. The dawn refers to the final resurrection, in Greek, the “Parousia,” the return of Christ

b. God will help you, His city, until then

V. The nations roared; the kingdoms shook. He raised His voice; the earth dissolved. Yahweh of armies [is] with us. The God of Jacob is our refuge.

A. What is screaming so loud at you that you can’t hear God’s gentle voice over it?

B. Stop and listen

1. Listen past the voices that are telling you all is hopeless

2. Listen past the voices that tell you that you’re worthless

3. Listen past the troubles that threaten you

C. And tell those voices what God has to say, “Our refuge is the God of Jacob!”

1. We don’t trust in human wisdom and corporate models to carry us through

2. We don’t trust in our own reason or strength to carry us through

3. Yahweh of Armies is with us—why would we trust in ourselves?

4. That’s like driving a tank into battle, then getting out and attacking with a spoon!

VI. Come see the works of Yahweh, which He has made desolate in earth. He makes wars stop to the ends of the earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear. He burns the chariots with fire.

A. Our God is powerful, and He uses that power for us

1. He has conquered your enemies: sin, death, and the devil

2. He continually, with only a Word, stomps out His enemies: the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh

B. He promises and end to our struggles with the promise of victory

1. While the world was in upheaval and totally lost, He sent the ultimate king: Jesus Christ

a. And with a crown on His head, He accomplished the ultimate victory

b. But that crown was a crown of thorns

c. And His victory cry was, “Father, into your hands I commit My spirit.”

2. And by His wounds, we are healed

VII. Relax and know that I am God. I will be lifted in the nations. I will be lifted in the earth. Yahweh of Armies is with us. Our refuge is the God of Jacob.

A. Whether us trust in Him or not, Yahweh Sabaoth (Yahweh of Armies) is with us

B. No matter how great our sin, the God of Jacob is still our refuge

1. He paid for your sin on the cross

2. By His blood, He says to you, “Be still and know that I am God, and I am with you, not against you.”

C. Be still, relax, and know that He is God

1. He was with the psalmist thousands of years ago

2. And He is still with you today, tomorrow, and forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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