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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 46:1-11, NIV) For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. According to alamoth. A song. God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day. Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah Come and see the works of the LORD, the desolations he has brought on the earth. He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, he burns the shields with fire. “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Everyone needs a place to hide

A. For some, it’s home

B. When I was a teenager, it was a spot on a wooded hill (could see the whole city of Madison from the top)

C. For some, it’s a crowded restaurant

D. Anywhere you can just relax

II. God is our shelter & strength

A. God is more powerful than anything

1. Not comforting words if you’re against God

2. To us, he’s a shelter, a place to hide

3. When things get bad, we can find shelter in Him

III. We won’t fear no matter how bad it looks

A. Things in life can get out of control

1. Loss of a loved one

2. Financial stress, marital stress, job stress

3. Illness or injury

B. It can look really bad

1. No way out

2. How can good come from this?

C. Still, we need not fear

1. God is with us: He is always here to shelter us

2. He is our refuge

a. He will protect us

b. Keeps us from anything that could harm us

i. We still hurt

ii. This side of heaven & the new creation, we still suffer

iii. God is with us in our suffering

iv. There to listen

v. He turns the harm into good

c. Gives us His grace in spite of our sin

IV. We have the comfort of God’s favor

A. The river is the key

1. The river shows up in the Garden of Eden & the new Jerusalem

2. Of course shows up in our Baptism

3. Water is the source of life

4. Our God shelters us from death: eternal life

B. Our baptism washing us clean separates us from being God’s enemies

1. Even little Wyatt was God’s enemy because of his sin

2. The waters of baptism have washed that sin away

3. Not by itself

4. Because Jesus died on the cross to forgive our sins

5. He made us right with God

V. Everything else roars, but God stops them

A. Physical

1. Those who would try to hurt us

2. Includes illness & other ailments

3. God will heal us, either now or at the resurrection

B. Mental/emotional

1. Stresses come at us from every side

2. Constantly confronted

3. God has a plan for us

4. We have the comfort of knowing He has already won the victory over our enemies

C. Spiritual

1. In 1517, He showed through Martin Luther that false doctrine can’t prevail against the church

2. His Word will always remain for comfort

a. He is not a severe judge we must please

b. He is a loving Savior who forgives us for Jesus’ sake

c. He has a plan for our salvation

VI. “Stop & know I am God”

A. As the world roars around us, know that His plan will be accomplished

1. Those who would fight against God will lose

a. They try to brainwash us through the media

b. They kill our children through abortions

c. By the death of God’s child, our victory is sure

2. We can relax & know He is the victorious warrior

a. We still keep fighting

b. Never have to worry about losing the battle

c. God’s victory is sure

VII. He will exalted everywhere

A. That is our hope

1. He will come soon and all will bow to Him

2. He will take us to glory at the final resurrection

3. For Jesus’ sake, we will all live forever

B. That is our assurance

1. Since the victory is already won

2. We can praise Him now

VIII. Conclusion

A. Let God be your place to hide

B. Let Him shelter you

C. Stand tall & stand firm in His grace in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: What’s the strongest thing you can think of?

Message: Is anything stronger than God? How does He use that power? Why does He protect you?

Lesson Summary

The Reformation principle of justification by faith shines in these lessons. The Psalm turns our thoughts to God as the Source of our help at every time. In the Old Testament Lesson, God proclaims a new covenant with His people, a new covenant that will be characterized by knowledge of His Word and forgiveness of sin. In the Epistle, Paul discusses the righteousness of God that comes by faith alone without works of the Law. In the Gospel, Jesus teaches the importance of remaining in His Word which sets us free and opens to us the Truth in fulfillment of the prophecy of the Old Testament Lesson. These lessons present a wonderful opportunity to emphasize the heart of Luther's message, the restoration of the Gospel to centrality in the life of the Church, justification by faith alone.
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