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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is sin? What happens if you sin? (Death)

Message: Jesus never sinned, but He paid for our sin, so no matter how great our sin, God loves us because of what Jesus did for us on the cross.

Serious consequences

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 50:1-6) A psalm of Asaph. The Mighty One, God, the LORD, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets. From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth. Our God comes and will not be silent; a fire devours before him, and around him a tempest rages. He summons the heavens above, and the earth, that he may judge his people: “Gather to me my consecrated ones, who made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” And the heavens proclaim his righteousness, for God himself is judge. Selah

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. When you have forgiveness in the gospel, the devil likes to make us think sin isn’t such a big deal

B. I constantly hear questions like,

1. “How could anyone be so mean/angry/hateful/(pick your description)?”

2. or “How could something so horrible happen? It doesn’t make sense!

C. But sin is serious business

1. Sin still destroys souls today

2. Sin is rebellion, treason, against the Kingdom of God

3. Sin is alliance with the devil

4. And sin is the source of every problem in the world today

D. And it’s easy to think, “Well, one little slip isn’t a big deal.”

1. But Lindsey Jacobellis can tell you what one little slip can do

2. She grabbed her snowboard in an Olympic race and lost the gold medal

3. And actual sin is a whole lot more serious than a little showboating in a race

4. There’s no commandment against grabbing your snowboard

5. But breaking an actual commandment is an affront to God Himself

6. And it’s the cause of all the evil in the world

E. Think about the pain and suffering you endure

1. Think about the things you worry about

2. Think about the people in your life who are hurting

F. All of that suffering is the result of sin

1. Sin permeates everything

2. It’s a poison that affects not just sinners, but all creation

3. And suffering isn’t God’s punishment of sin

4. there’s no answer to the question, “What have I done to deserve this,”

5. Because you deserve much worse than anything you get

6. But God has already punished Jesus for your sin

II. The Mighty One, God, Yahweh, has spoken and calls the earth from sunrise to sunset.

God orders all things by His Word. And when He speaks, He calls on the whole earth from east to west to hear.

A. Because of the problem of sin, you need help

B. And your only hope is in the One you have offended the most—God Himself

1. That sounds hopeless if He would ever ask, “What have you done to earn my help?”

2. How much do you like going to someone you’ve deeply offended?

C. But that One you’ve offended, God, has already spoken

1. And He speaks through His Word to all creation

2. Since all creation was affected by sin

3. He speaks to all creation

4. And He has redeemed all creation

a) For mankind, He has earned eternal life

b) And for the rest of creation, He has promised restoration to the perfect condition of Eden, but incorruptible

III. Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God has shone forth.

A. Zion is the place where God is

1. In the Old Testament, it was a hill where the temple stood

2. In the New Testament, it’s the Christian church

a) Not a building

b) Rather, every Christian who has Christ dwelling in him by faith through God’s Word and Sacraments

B. So what makes Zion so beautiful?

1. Because God is there

2. Because, in spite of your putrid sin,

3. God has come in and purged that stench from you

4. He has made you a new creation in your Baptism

5. And through that blessing, you are a new creation every day

6. Through Christ, you are pure and spotless

IV. Our God comes and does not keep silent. A fire before Him devours, and a great storm [is] about Him.

This clearly speaks of God's Kingdom of glory, when His coming will shatter the earth. He was silent like a lamb before his shearers, but the Lamb Who was slain has begun His reign! Halleluiah!

A. When God came the first time, He came silently

1. He was born a baby of a virgin in a little town

2. And He even stood silently before his judge and executioners

B. But when He comes again, He will not be silent

1. The whole world will see Him and hear the trumpets of the angels announce His coming

2. And He will come to bring the fulfillment of the salvation He has won for you

3. He brings forgiveness of all your sins

4. And with forgiveness comes eternal life

5. That is the gift He brings

a) As death is swallowed up in victory

b) And sin and its curse is destroyed forever, never to return and torment God’s people

V. He calls to the heavens above and to the earth to judge His people.

God judges all people with all creation as His witnesses. None will be ignorant of His glory or judgment on that last day. False doctrine will be exposed as the pollutant it is on that day and removed forever.

A. Just as the creation awaits the final judgment, so God calls creation as His witness

1. If you have sin, God’s creation has witnessed it

2. If you’ve spoken lies about God by believing and teaching false doctrine, God’s creation has heard it

3. Scripture makes it clear that you will be judged by your works!

B. And on that day, there will be no atheists

1. All will believe that Jesus is Lord and Savior and bow before Him

a) Those with sin will bow and find no mercy, facing His full wrath for their sin

b) But you who believe and have had your sins removed by the blood of the Lamb need fear nothing

c) Because the works by which you will be judged are not your own sins, but the works of Christ on your behalf

VI. "Gather to Me My holy ones, those who have struck a covenant with Me by sacrifice."

We are part of God's covenant not because we made a sacrifice, but because God sacrificed His only-begotten Son for us.

A. You will be gathered to God because you are one of His holy ones

1. Not that you can look at your life and see holiness

2. Your sins speak against that

3. But rather because God has made you holy because of the sacrifice

B. And that’s no sacrifice that you’ve made

1. But rather, you are holy because God made a sacrifice on your behalf

2. He sent His only-begotten Son into the flesh—God became a man—to be your sacrifice

3. And by that sacrifice, God has struck His covenant

a) God’s covenants are typically one-sided—they read as a list of his promises to us

b) And His covenant of salvation is no different

(1) I will send my Son

(2) I will die in your place

(3) I will grant you the gift of faith

(4) I will save you through that faith

c) So you made the covenant with Him through the faith that He gave you

d) And because your sins are forgiven in Christ,

(1) Because you were buried with Him in your Baptism

(2) Because you were raised with Him when you were born again through the same,

(3) You will receive that benefit—resurrection and eternal life

VII. And the heavens will declare His righteousness because God Himself is Judge.

Since God determines according to His righteousness who is righteous, He has the ability to declare us righteous as well. And in Christ, He has.

A. Now let’s make this clear—God’s judgment of sin and righteousness is graded on a curve

1. You only have to do at least as well as God’s righteousness

2. But God, of course, is perfect

3. And you are not

B. But since God is righteous, He has the right to judge who is righteous by comparing you us all to Himself

1. And when He looks at you, what does He see?

2. He sees the perfect righteousness of His Son given to you

3. So when God looks at you, He sees His own righteousness

4. Jesus has truly made you as righteous as God

5. While you still struggle with sin, 100% sinner

6. You are at the same time 100% righteous

7. But God has forgotten your sin completely

8. And He has judged you perfect in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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