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Ash Wednesday

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 51:10-15) Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. These familiar words are the words of King David after he sinned with Bathsheba

B. And even though he was guilty of murder and adultery, his words ring true for all of us this Ash Wednesday

C. Because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

II. Create in me a clean heart, God, and repair a steadfast spirit within me.

A. Note here, right away, that David does not try to fix himself

B. It’s one thing to acknowledge sin

1. Since nobody’s perfect, it’s easy enough to admit you’re a sinner

2. But it’s also easy enough to gossip about others and talk about how bad they are

3. How many times have you heard about something someone else has done and shaken your head as if you were better?

4. And if you’re sitting there saying, “Yeah, a lot of other people do that—shame on them,” you’ve fallen into the same trap and have broken the same commandment

C. So once you acknowledge it, what do you do about it?

1. The short answer is, essentially, nothing.

a) You can’t do anything about your sin

b) You can’t earn or work your way out of it

c) No amount of self-help, encouragement, or dedication will take care of your sin

2. But Jesus already did

a) He knew you were totally lost in your sin

b) But He didn’t leave you to die in it—He saved you from it by taking it on Him

D. And since Jesus took your sin, He has made you a new creation through your Baptism

1. He daily drowns the Old Adam, your sinful desires and tendencies, and causes a new man, the new creation God has made you to be, to emerge

2. God makes a clean heart in you, renovates you

3. He has given you a fresh start

III. Do not throw me from before Your face, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.

A. David was afraid, and rightly so

1. Deliberate sin is a good way to push God out of your life

2. God won’t force Himself on anyone who doesn’t want him

3. And if you’d rather have your sin than God, He will grant your request

B. But David here demonstrates his contrition (sorrow for his sin) and repentance (trust in God to forgive him)

1. And like the father in the parable of the lost son

2. God is always ready to take back His children

3. And He doesn’t wait for us to get all the way to Him—He runs to us

IV. Return to me the joy of your salvation and support me with a willing spirit.

A. Here’s that trust in God’s forgiveness

B. Repentance doesn’t earn forgiveness

1. But it acknowledges the sin for what it is: rebellion, evil, the work of and for the devil

2. And it demonstrates to God that we rely solely on Him for our salvation

C. And God does indeed send His Holy Spirit to support us

1. The Holy Spirit is the One Who produces the repentance in us

2. And He turns us away from sin to the new creation God has made us to be

V. I will teach rebels Your ways, and sinners will be turned to You.

A. This is the natural response of faith

B. God has saved you, freed you from your sin

C. Wouldn’t you want to share that free gift with others?

VI. Rescue me from blood, God, God of my salvation. My tongue will sing [joyfully] of Your righteousness.

A. David was guilty of murder

B. And so are we, since Jesus died for our sins

1. Our sins put Him on the cross

2. Even though He went willingly, He wouldn’t have needed to go were it not for our sin

3. His blood is indeed on us and our children—for our forgiveness and salvation

VII. Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will make known Your praise.

A. The Holy Spirit opens our lips to praise God

B. And we have great reason to praise Him

1. Because even though we are sinners

2. Even though we have rebelled and broken God’s Law

3. He has sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to forgive us

4. He died to give us life, eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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