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Children’s Sermon

Object: What is sin? Do you sin? Does God like sin?

Message: So what does God do about your sin?

A clean heart

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 51:10-15) Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. The following is a joke, not a true story:

1. In the future, technology gets so advanced, that man decides he doesn’t need God any more

2. “God, we are now Your equals, and we can do anything You can. Name it, and we can do it.”

3. God says, “Okay, fine. Create life.”

4. Man says, “No problem. We just take some dirt, and...”

5. God interrupts: “Get your own dirt!”

B. We have an amazing and awesome God

1. He created the entire universe out of nothing, using only His Word

2. But God’s Word is powerful

3. And while He stopped creating on the seventh day, His Word keeps working its power, doing even greater things

II. Create in me a clean heart, God, and repair a steadfast spirit within me.

A. God’s Word creates clean hearts out of dirty, sinful, dead ones

1. David wrote this Psalm after he got another man’s wife pregnant and killed the man to try to cover it up

a. He had sunken deep into sin, and God, through Nathan the prophet, had revealed his sin to him

b. He was shocked and terrified at his sin and begged for God’s forgiveness

2. You’re no different

a. Jesus said that even lust or hatred are the same as adultery and murder

b. Turning your heart from God any time you look out for yourself instead of trusting God’s will for you rots your heart & deadens your spirit

c. If you think cigarettes are deadly because of the cancer thy spread, consider the cancer of sin, how it spreads to infect your life

d. One sin leads to another as you try to cover your sin

e. Another sin comes as you try to justify your sin

f. Meanwhile, your Christian witness is destroyed, and your sin spreads to others in your life

g. Is that really what you want for yourself and the people you love?

B. Like David, trust God to repair all that

1. You can’t fix that yourself any more than your car can change its own tire

2. But God’s Word, which created the universe, can create a clean heart in you

3. He gives you His message of comfort and forgiveness

4. Through your Baptism, you have a fresh start

5. The Holy Spirit has made you a new creation, born again, no longer a slave to sin

III. Do not throw me from before Your face, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.

A. David’s Predecessor had been Saul

1. Saul had disobeyed God and was judged by God

2. He died by committing suicide

3. David did not want to end up like Saul

B. David knew of greater consequences to sin

1. He had deliberately turned away from God’s will

2. He had pushed the Holy Spirit out of his life

3. And He knew what the consequence would be were the Spirit to leave him

C. When you push the Spirit away by deliberately going against God, you align yourself with God’s enemies

1. Is that really where you want to be?

2. Do you really want God to abandon you the way He abandoned Jesus on the cross?

3. That’s exactly what you’re asking for when you defy God

IV. Return to me the joy of your salvation and support me with a willing spirit.

A. In spite of such grievous sin, God still grants His forgiveness

1. By producing repentance in you, He gives the deep-seated assurance of His love

2. He has turned you from your sin so that you may walk in His path of righteousness

3. He has forgiven you and given you faith to take hold of that forgiveness

B. Through that forgiveness, the Holy Spirit strengthens your faith

1. Each time you are given God’s forgiveness through Word and sacrament, God supports your faith

a. Like a foundation holding up a building

b. Your faith is reinforced to withstand the attacks of God’s enemies

V. I will teach rebels Your ways, and sinners will be turned to You.

A. So you’re forgiven. So, what?

B. David answers that: I will teach other sinners about You

1. If you and a friend were dying, and someone saved your life, wouldn’t you want your friend saved, too?

2. What about your friends and family who are dead in their sin?

3. Having been saved yourself, are you willing to let others die without Jesus?

VI. Rescue me from blood guilt, God, God of my salvation. My tongue will sing [joyfully] of Your righteousness.

A. In David’s case, he was guilty of the murder of Uriah the Hittite, one of his most loyal supporters

B. You, too are guilty of murder

1. How many people have you not told the Gospel?

2. How many people in your life are in hell today because you didn’t tell them how to get to heaven?

3. How many people have moved out of your life without you telling them that Jesus died for them?

4. And how many more will die forever because of your unwillingness to share with them the life you’ve been freely given?

5. How many people’s blood do you have on your hands?

C. “Rescue me from blood guilt”

1. “I am guilty of the blood of my neighbors”

2. “I am guilty of murdering countless human souls”

3. “God only knows how many people will be eternally separated from Him because of my unwillingness to share the Gospel and support the ministry of the church to the best of my ability”

4. “And God does know how many, and He knows of my negligence”

D. And yet, so great a murderer, He has rescued you from your guilt

1. Instead of condemning you to that hell, He took the punishment on Himself

2. Instead of abandoning you to the pit, He abandoned His perfect son, Jesus Christ

3. Instead of condemning you, He made His Son to be sin for you, to die because of your sin

4. And instead of killing you eternally, for Jesus’ sake, He has awarded you eternal life

VII. Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will make known Your praise.

A. Let my praise be heard not only for an hour on Sunday morning

1. But in everything I say and do

2. Let every ounce of energy I expend be for Your glory, O Lord

B. Because, in spite of my sin, You have redeemed me

1. You have bought me to be Yours forever

2. You have forgiven all of my sin

3. And you have given me eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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