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The Real Thanksgiving

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 65:1-13, NIV) Praise awaits you, O God, in Zion; to you our vows will be fulfilled. O you who hear prayer, to you all men will come. When we were overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our transgressions. Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live in your courts! We are filled with the good things of your house, of your holy temple. You answer us with awesome deeds of righteousness, O God our Savior, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas, who formed the mountains by your power, having armed yourself with strength, who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the turmoil of the nations. Those living far away fear your wonders; where morning dawns and evening fades you call forth songs of joy. You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly. The streams of God are filled with water to provide the people with corn, for so you have ordained it. You drench its furrows and level its ridges; you soften it with showers and bless its crops. You crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance. The grasslands of the desert overflow; the hills are clothed with gladness. The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with corn; they shout for joy and sing.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Thanksgiving is one day each year we set aside for remembering the blessings God has given us

B. It’s a day to remember the pilgrims of Plymouth Colony and their attitude toward God

C. But the real story of the first thanksgiving puts things into perspective how thankful we really can be

D. Richard J. Maybury recounts the tale in “The Great Thanksgiving Hoax”

The problem with this official story [of Thanksgiving] is that the harvest of 1621 was not bountiful, even though weather was fairly good and much food grew. Nor were the colonists hardworking or tenacious. 1621 was a famine year and many of the colonists were lazy thieves. 

In his 'History of Plymouth Plantation,' the governor of the colony, William Bradford, reported that the colonists went hungry for years despite good farming conditions, because they refused to work in the fields. They preferred instead to steal food. He says the colony was riddled with "corruption," and with "confusion and discontent." The crops were small because "much was stolen both by night and day, before it became scarce eatable." 

In the harvest feasts of 1621 and 1622, "all had their hungry bellies filled," but only briefly. The prevailing condition during those years was not the abundance the official story claims, it was famine and death. The first "Thanksgiving" was not so much a celebration as it was the last meal of condemned men. 

But in subsequent years something changes. The harvest of 1623 was different. Suddenly, "instead of famine now God gave them plenty," Bradford wrote, "and the face of things was changed, to the rejoicing of the hearts of many, for which they blessed God." Thereafter, he wrote, "any general want or famine hath not been amongst them since to this day." In fact, in 1624, so much food was produced that the colonists were able to begin exporting corn. 

What happened? 

After the poor harvest of 1622, writes Bradford, "they began to think how they might raise as much corn as they could, and obtain a better crop." They began to question their form of economic organization. 

Their original economic rules had required that "all profits & benefits that are got by trade, working, fishing, or any other means" were to be placed in the common stock of the colony, and that, "all such persons as are of this colony, are to have their meat, drink, apparel, and all provisions out of the common stock." A person was to put into the common stock all he could, and take out only what he needed. 

This "from each according to his ability, to each according to his need" was an early form of socialism, and it is why the Pilgrims were starving. Bradford writes that "young men that are most able and fit for labor and service" complained about being forced to "spend their time and strength to work for other men's wives and children." Also, "the strong, or man of parts, had no more in division of victuals and clothes, than he that was weak." So the young and strong refused to work and the total amount of food produced was never adequate. 

To rectify this situation, in 1623 Bradford abolished socialism. He gave each household a parcel of land and told them they could keep what they produced, or trade it away as they saw fit. In other words, he replaced socialism with a free market, and that was the end of famines.

1. Maybury goes on in the article about the advantage of capitalism over socialism, but today’s text is not about government and economics

2. Yet we see in this story, as reflected in today’s psalm, that our greatest need is not food and the so called “basic necessities,” but a solution for sin

II. Praise awaits you, O God, in Zion;

A. Before You is silence (Removed from the NIV: not going to try to guess why)

1. Silence here is a reference to reverent awe

2. In the presence of God, it’s good to be silent

a. Instead of talking, to listen to His Word

b. Because we praise God only for what He has done for us

c. And you can’t know what great things He’s done for you if you don’t listen to Him telling you!

B. to you our vows will be fulfilled.

1. Zion is the hill in Jerusalem known today as the “Temple Mount”

2. To David, it was the place where He went to be with God

a. To make sacrifices for His sin

b. And to receive the forgiveness which would be won for him 1000 years later on the cross

c. Because the vows they fulfilled there were not appeasement toward an angry God

d. But they were expressions of faith in the God Who had promised to forgive sinners

C. O you who hear prayer, to you all men will come.

1. Note here that only God hears prayers

a. Not dead saints

b. And not angels

c. So there’s no point praying to anyone but God

2. But (literally) “All flesh” will come to God

a. Most in terror and judgment

b. But for you whose sins are covered by the Lamb of God, you will come to Him in joy and thanksgiving

III. When we were overwhelmed by sins,

A. you forgave our transgressions.

1. Just as God looked out for Plymouth Colony in spite of their laziness and greed

2. So He has looked out for you in spite of your sin

a. Literally, “You covered my rebellion”

i. Because sin is exactly that: rebellion against God

ii. Sin is saying, “God, I, and I alone, know what’s best for me.”

iii. Sin is saying, “God, I make the rules in my life, not You.”

iv. Sin is saying, “I know it’s wrong, but….”

v. That’s rebellion against God

b. But He didn’t ignore our sin

i. And He didn’t turn you away the way you turned Him away

ii. He covered your sin so He couldn’t see it

iii. He covered you with the blood of His own Son

B. Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live in your courts!

1. Remember: you did not choose God—He chose you

2. And He didn’t choose you because of any good qualities in you

3. He loves you for who you are: His redeemed child

4. What greater blessing could you have than to be adopted into God’s family?

C. We are filled with the good things of your house, of your holy temple.

1. And what are the blessings of God’s temple?

2. The promise of His presence with you forever

3. Given to you through the Word & Sacraments

4. And the assurance of His love and forgiveness

IV. You answer us

A. with awesome deeds of righteousness, O God our Savior,

1. Normally, this sentence would be self-contradictory

2. The righteous answer to sin is condemnation

3. Yet God answers us in righteousness as our Savior
4. Because God’s righteous response to our sin is Salvation, not condemnation

B. the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas,

1. Because God’s salvation was not just given to a select group of people

a. Not just the Jews

b. Not just the Gentiles

c. Not even just Germans

2. Jesus died for all people

a. Your family

b. Your friends

c. Even people you don’t like

C. who formed the mountains by your power, having armed yourself with strength,

1. who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves,

a. This is a reference to God’s creation: bringing order from Chaos

b. Because God is powerful

c. And He uses His power to save His people

2. and the turmoil of the nations.

a. Because He grants peace to His people

b. With the reassurance of the cross

V. Those living far away fear your wonders;

A. where morning dawns and evening fades you call forth songs of joy.

1. Such is the greatness of our God

2. From dawn to dusk, there are reasons to thank our God

B. You care for the land and water it; you enrich it abundantly. The streams of God are filled with water to provide the people with corn, for so you have ordained it. You drench its furrows and level its ridges; you soften it with showers and bless its crops.

1. You Iowa farmers, don’t get too excited about the corn mention: corn didn’t exist in OT Israel—It’s grain :^)

2. Regardless, it is God who provides us all we need

3. And He has provided food, clothing, shelter in abundance to all of us, even the poorest

4. All that you have is a gift from God

C. You crown the year with your bounty, and your carts overflow with abundance.

1. The imagery here is of God passing through the land, distributing blessings

2. He blesses us over and over, pouring out His blessings

3. And no matter how much we sin, He still blesses us with forgiveness

D. The grasslands of the desert overflow; the hills are clothed with gladness. The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with corn; they shout for joy and sing.

1. Because while only the Gospel points us to the forgiveness freely given us in Christ,

2. And especially because He was willing to give so much for us,

3. We can know that He loves us and will continue to keep us as His chosen people, pilgrims far from home, in His loving arms in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Page 
 PAGE 
1


