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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Who likes to sing? Who likes to sing to God?

Message: Why do we sing hymns in church? Because He loves us, and we can rejoice and sing. He has given us reason to be happy: †

New Song, Old Message

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psalms 98:1-9) Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations. He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of singing, with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn--shout for joy before the LORD, the King. Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy; let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

The story is told that a young boy complained to his father that most of the church hymns were boring and old-fashioned, with tiresome tunes and words that meant little to his generation. His father challenged him with these words: "If you think you can write better hymns, why don't you?" The boy accepted the challenge, went to his room and wrote his first hymn. The year was 1690, and the young man was Isaac Watts. Among his 350 hymns are {When I survey the Wondrous Cross} and {Joy to the World}.

A. Every hymn was once a new hymn

1. Some have stood the test of time

2. Some have not, for many reasons

B. But the best hymns are the ones that tell the “old, old story of Jesus and His love”

1. And it’s a very old story indeed

2. The psalmist here sings of Jesus and the salvation He has brought for us

3. This Psalm was written roughly 3000 years ago.

4. So after all these years, are there still new songs to sing?

II. Sing to Yahweh a new song, because He has done wonderful things His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation.

A. Regardless how old a song may be, if the message is true to Holy Scripture, the song is ever new

1. Because God works through His Word in that song to refresh the soul

2. It’s not the soaring melody that gives a song its power to give and strengthen faith, to snatch souls from hell

3. Because no song, no matter how beautiful, can guide you toward heaven if it’s devoid of the Word of God and the message of salvation

B. But the inspired psalmist proclaims the new song of salvation to you

1. The Word of God, though as ancient as God Himself, is living and active

2. God continues to use His Word to transform lives every day and save souls from hell with it

III. Yahweh has made known His salvation[.] in the sight of the nations[,/.] He has uncovered His righteousness.

A. If you’re looking for God’s righteousness, you certainly can’t look to yourself

1. All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

2. And you are part of that “all”

B. But God has revealed His righteousness and His Salvation at the same time

C. In fact, for us, the two are inseparable

1. Our conscience tells us that God is righteous and that we’re accountable for Him

a) That’s why everyone, no matter his religious beliefs, believes that there’s some kind of right and wrong

b) Even those who say morality is self-determined have to admit that certain actions are wrong no matter how you look at it

c) But it’s hard to get a clear picture of Who God is just by looking inward

d) Because our consciences are corrupted by sin

e) Which is why 10 different people can have 10 different ideas what’s right and what’s not

2. The only way to get a clear picture of God’s righteousness is by looking to His Word

a) Because God’s Word alone is perfect because it came from the perfect God

b) And if you look to His Word, you’ll find that His Word is not just a description of His righteousness

c) Because in the printed or spoken Word, you’ll find the Word-made-flesh, Jesus the Christ

d) And He acts through His Word to give faith & eternal life

3. The righteousness of God can be clearly seen in Jesus

a) And how do we see that righteousness?

b) In His perfect obedience on our behalf

c) Obedience all the way to the cross

d) And there, in His righteous obedience, you find your salvation

e) Because salvation can only be found in Christ at the cross

f) But through Christ on the cross, God has given His righteousness to you

IV. He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

A. Note how the psalmist speaks of God’s salvation here

1. “all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God”

2. Past tense

3. But Jesus wouldn’t come, thus revealing salvation, for another thousand years

B. Yet when it comes to salvation in Christ, even before God accomplished it, it was as good as done

1. Because God never fails

2. And since He promised salvation for us by the wounding and death of His Son already in the Old Testament, there was no doubt of its reality

3. And since He has promised you forgiveness of sins and eternal life, you also need not doubt that reality

V. Shout to Yahweh, all the earth, and sing and praise.

A. This is not a command in the sense of, “You’d better!”

1. Many people believe that praising God is a meritorious work

2. But if you’re praising God because you think you should, you’re doing so for the wrong reason

3. The psalmist calls on us to praise God because we can, because we have reason to

4. Because He has given us joy in His salvation

VI. Make music to Yahweh with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of a song. With trumpets and the sound of horn shout in the presence of the King, Yahweh.

A. God invented music

B. But more than that, He gave us a reason to sing

1. Because He has forgiven our sin

2. Because He has freed us from hell

3. Because He has given us a gift greater than any you’ll find under your tree: eternal life and joy greater than you can imagine

C. Instead of crying out in anguish forever, He has given us the opportunity to sing His praise for all eternity

VII. Let the sea and its fullness thunder, the world and those who dwell in it.

A. God has saved all people, so all people have reason to rejoice

B. No matter where you are, whether at land or at sea

C. In fact, all creation groans for His coming and His salvation

VIII. Let the rivers clap their hands and the mountains sing together.

A. All creation points us to the splendor of God

1. From the highest mountain to the smallest electron

2. God’s hand is evident

3. And while it’s arguably inappropriate to teach in science classes, our Designer is clearly intelligent

B. But at the same time, nature can only tell us so much

1. That’s where the Word comes in

2. Nature can’t tell us that God loves us

3. Nature can’t tell us that He sent His Son to give us eternal life

4. But I can tell you that because God already has

5. And you can tell others because you’ve been told by God

6. And you can proclaim that message in whatever way seems appropriate, so long as it doesn’t contradict Scripture

IX. in the presence of Yahweh because He comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.

A. God judges the earth: Good news or bad?

B. All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God

1. In that light, this is very bad news

2. Being guilty of sin, God’s judgment is to be feared

C. But we are justified freely through grace in Christ Jesus

1. And having been declared righteous by God’s grace,

2. We have nothing to fear from His judgment.

D. It’s the same old story

1. But Jesus is coming soon and will make all things new

2. And that new creation will be free and full of love and life and song in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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