Making the foolish wise

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring for ever. The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb. By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from wilful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression. May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. (Psalms 19:7-14, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Technology: Tools & knowledge

A. Tools

1. Computers

a. New computer (7 years old)

b. 5x as fast as old one

c. 20x slower than the ones being produced now

d. Atom-large microchips

2. TV: remote controls

3. VCRs: stereo sound, VCR+

4. Cars: ABS brakes, power windows, 

B. Knowledge (slightly less)

1. “For Dummies” series

2. Spend more time looking for remote than would take to walk to TV & change

3. Over 50% of American VCRs flash 12:00, VCR+ Gold

4. Cars

a. ABS for those who don’t know how to use brakes

b. No manual override on power windows

c. Defrost Auto-shut-off because we’d forget & leave it on.

C. Wisdom?

1. Computers

a. Internet Addiction

b. Don’t back-up files

2. TV: Watch shows because they’re on, not because we want to see them.  (“Because there’s nothing else on.”)

II. How we define Wisdom

A. Preserving self

1. Abortion for convenience

2. Divorce for sake of “happiness”: myth

a. Necessary in extreme circumstances

b. Never a good thing: either sin or result of sin

B. Preserving nature

1. Animals have more rights: dog vs. child in a hot car

2. Dispose of aborted babies: Christians kept burying them

C. Religious “Freedom”

1. Good: can’t force to talk about it

2. Taboo to talk about in mixed company: Condemn others to hell for sake of “politeness”

III. How God defines Wisdom

A. Seek God’s will

1. Live in the Word & prayer

2. Daily die to sin: Thank God for making us new

B. Preserve all creation

1. “Nature”: Plants, animals, environment

2. Good: “3 Rs”: Reduce, reuse, recycle

3. “Love your neighbor as yourself”

C. Glorify God

1. Gospel changes lives: “restores [/converts] soul”

2. God/the Lord/our Lord

3. Challenge

a. use the word “Jesus” in public at least once/day

b. Jump on opportunities to share the Gospel

4. They may call us foolish; they may call us odd, but I’d rather be called a fool by men than called a fool by God.

IV. Conclusion

A. We’re sinners

1. Sometimes ashamed

2. Often fall short

B. Given wisdom to know we need forgiveness

1. Confess known & unknown sins (So many, can’t remember them all.)

2. Know that God gives what we ask in Jesus name (explain “iJn”), in this case, forgiveness

C. Given wisdom to respond in faithfulness

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

