


Completely Surrounded

Object: Basement (Attach gray-covered shoe box to underside of shelf)

Prayer: Lord God, Heavenly Father, there are many storms in our lives, and we can’t protect ourselves, but you have promised to surround us with your love and power.  Remind us of your love and your presence in our lives and your promise to always be with us.  Help us to trust your promises at all times in our lives until we see you face to face.  We pray in the name of Jesus, Amen.

Text:  Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures for ever. As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people both now and for evermore. The sceptre of the wicked will not remain over the land allotted to the righteous, for then the righteous might use their hands to do evil. Do good, O LORD, to those who are good, to those who are upright in heart. But those who turn to crooked ways the LORD will banish with the evildoers. Peace be upon Israel. (Psalms 125:1-5, NIV).

Outline
I. Introduction: Tornado Season (Get statistics on Wittenburg Tornado)

II. Tornadoes are dangerous

A. Destructive

B. Unpredictable

C. We need protection

1. House offers good protection

a. Strong walls

i. Block shrapnel

ii. Prevent us from being carried into storm

iii. Not the best, though

1. Windows become shrapnel

2. Entire house can be carried away

2. Basement better protection

a. Few & small windows

b. In foundation — can’t be moved

i. May still feel pull

ii. Still need to protect against some window shrapnel

III. We have tornadoes in our lives

A. Different forms

1. Temptation — try to drag us away from God

2. Consequences of sin

a. Direct

b. Indirect

B. Destructive

1. Physical

2. Mental

3. Spiritual (weaken faith)

C. Unpredictable

1. Temptation comes in all forms

a. Often from friends and family

b. Often from within ourselves

c. Usually when we’re weakest

2. Pain comes unexpectedly

a. 3 a.m. phone call from relative (never good news)

b. Never expect injuries or illness

IV. We need protection from those tornadoes, too

A. Worldly things offers good protection

1. Friends & Family can be our walls

a. Block shrapnel: Help us when in a jam

i. Prevent us from being carried into sin

ii. Not the best, though

1. Often hurt by those we love

2. They’re sinners, too, and can drag us down

b. Money/Mammon can be our walls

i. Block shrapnel: Pay for healing, counseling, etc.

ii. Don’t need to steal!

iii. Not the best, though

1. If lost, mammon’s hard to live w/o

2. Love/mammon is root/all evil

2. God is our basement — best protection

a. Protects us from sin, death, & hell

i. Holy Spirit enables us to resist temptation

ii. God heals us

iii. Through Jesus: from hell

b. Our foundation — God’s Word

i. May still feel pull (still tempted until Jesus comes back)

ii. Still need to live responsibly since there are still earthly consequences to sin

V. Conclusion: God protects us (He promised)

A. From tornadoes

B. From sin and it’s effects

C. All the time


