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Children’s Sermon

Object: How many of you have been in the army? You’re in God’s army! You can fight against the devil. And Jesus already beat him, so you don’t have to be afraid of him.

Message: The way to beat the devil is simple: believe that Jesus died on the cross to take away your sin, and the devil is defeated!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Revelation 12:7-12, NIV) And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Which is better?

1. Being at war and knowing there’s a war going on

2. Or being at war and not knowing there’s a war

B. Often, we’d like to think, “Ignorance is bliss”

1. “That’s troubling: I’d rather not think about it.”

2. “I have enough to worry about without worrying about war!”

C. But what you don’t know can get you killed

1. If you don’t know there’s danger, you might walk right into it

D. There’s a war going on around you, and so often, we’re oblivious to it

1. Not talking about the “War on Terror”

2. Talking about the “War in the heavenly realms”

II. And there was war in heaven.

A. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back.

1. When did this war happen?

a. Not talking about the fall of the devil before the fall of man

b. Even after that, he was still allowed in heaven to accuse sinners before God, like a prosecuting attorney

c. This war occurred during Jesus’ ministry: Satan was about to get the doors slammed on him

2. Also important to understand a bit about angels

a. Angels are not the spirits of our dead ancestors

b. Angels are separate beings, created by God sometime during the creation week

c. The word literally means “Messenger”: they’re God’s messengers, who bring news, both good and bad

d. And as part of that message, they bring protection to God’s people

3. Finally, who is the devil?

a. An angel who was once a good angel

b. His job appears to have been an extension of God’s Law, to hold Christians accountable

c. But he overstepped his boundaries, accusing and tempting

d. So he and those under him lost their glory

B. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven.

1. The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.

a. Yes, Satan was condemned, but he’s still dangerous

b. Look around, and you can see his work

i. “It doesn’t matter what you believe, as long as you believe something.”

ii. “There’s really no such thing as hell.”

iii. And the most successful lie he ever told: “If you live a good life, you can go to heaven.”

c. Notice that he doesn’t usually work through frontal assault

i. Very few people really try to be evil

ii. Even people like Hitler and Bin Laden believed they were “the good guys”

iii. Because the devil works through deception

iv. He gets you to ignore the evil, or even call it good

1. Notice how the definition of “sexual immorality” has changed over the past 40 years

2. Yet the Bible hasn’t changed

3. Neither has God

4. And as soon as you look at any sin as “not so bad,” you’re getting your advice from the devil

5. Do you really want him as your source of wisdom?

2. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.

a. Because there’s no room in heaven for those who would try to take God’s people away from Him

b. And once Jesus ascended into heaven, there’s no room for anyone who would accuse you

i. Jesus’ death on the cross took care of our sin forever

ii. Satan has nothing left to accuse us of

iii. Because of Jesus, we have no sin to punish

c. So they were cast to the earth, waiting their final judgment, when they’ll be cast into hell

i. He’s often depicted as ruling over hell

ii. That’s not the case

iii. Jesus even calls him, “The ruler of this world”

iv. Because with sinners, he still calls the shots

III. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:

A. “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ.

1. While we may be here on the same earth as the devil

2. We don’t need to fear him

a. He’s already defeated

b. He has no power over God’s people

c. God protects us & sends His angels to watch over us

3. Instead, let your focus be on the coming world

a. The world Jesus won for you on the cross

b. A world free from the devil and temptation

c. A world free from the effects of sin

d. That is the victory we celebrate

B. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.

1. Think of it like a courtroom

a. You’re on trial for every sin you’ve ever committed

b. Jesus is your defense attorney

c. And the devil, the prosecuting attorney, has been thrown out for contempt

2. There’s no one left to accuse you!

C. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.

1. Here’s the secret to the defeat of Satan

a. The angels’ power and authority obviously comes from God

b. But it’s the blood of the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world, that defeats Satan once and for all

c. In art, this scene is usually depicted with Michael the archangel defeating the dragon with a sword or spear

d. But really, Satan was defeated with three nails, a scourge, and a crown of thorns

2. And you are ultimately the victors here

a. you defeat Satan by the Blood of the Lamb every time you resist him and seek God’s will

b. You defeat Satan every time you share your faith with someone or invite someone to church

c. You defeat Satan every time you come to church or read your Bible, learning to be more proficient with the Sword of the Spirit (i.e. the Bible)

d. And you defeat Satan every time you put your reputation or anything else on the line for the sake of holding up the Gospel

IV. Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them!

A. But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you!

1. This world’s a dangerous place

2. The devil is always trying to hurt your faith

B. He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.”

1. But you don’t have to worry about him

a. You have angels protecting us

b. You have the Word of God to nurture your faith

2. Still, your time is short, too

a. For those who haven’t yet heard the Gospel, that’s a bad thing

i. And our time is short to tell them

ii. If Jesus comes back tomorrow, will there be people you know going to hell because you didn’t tell them about Jesus today?

b. For you, that’s a good thing

i. Soon, your struggles will be over

ii. You won’t need to fight with Satan and his followers

iii. You’ll be celebrating the victory won by the Blood of the Lamb. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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