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Ray Hillers Funeral

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Revelation 2:10) Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. As I began writing this sermon in my office, it occurred to me that I might not be sitting there were it not for Ray Hillers, who, with Muriel's help, was largely responsible for the building of that office.

1. I thought of all the hard work he and Muriel did every week here, and then I thought about why they worked so hard at the church's upkeep.

2. It wasn't to earn points with God. If you know Ray at all, you know he wasn't trying to earn anything. He did it all out of gratitude for what had already been earned for him by his Lord.

B. And that motivation is the key to our comfort in his loss

C. Because we know that Ray Hillers is in heaven today, that his work is finished

1. Not because he worked so hard

2. Not because he suffered at the end

3. But because Jesus died for his sins and gave him faith through His Holy Word and Sacraments

II. Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer.

A. The theological term for God’s people here on earth is, “The Church Militant”

1. Because we’re still fighting the enemies of God

a) The devil

b) The world (our sinful society)

c) And our own sinful flesh

2. And part of that fight will most assuredly include a degree of suffering

a) Those enemies of God want more than anything to drag us away from God

b) They want us to give up our faith so we lose the prize Jesus won for us on the cross and gave to us in our Baptism

B. But we don’t fight alone

1. Jesus is the victorious warrior Who already has defeated them all

2. By His wounds and death on the cross, He crushed them under His heel

3. And He has promised to protect us from them

4. Our Good Shepherd promises us that, “No one can snatch His sheep out of His hand”

5. He fought for Ray; He fights for you.

6. And by His own suffering, He assured us that we would never have to suffer as He did

III. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days.

A. “Ten days” here is a symbolic expression meaning, “A long time.”

B. And truly, we who still fight, and Ray while he fought, know what it is to be imprisoned at times

1. Imprisoned in a body that is slowly breaking down

2. Unable to eat or sleep or enjoy the things that usually give joy and comfort

3. And having absolutely no way out of that prison

C. But even when your life or your body imprison you, you are a temple

1. God’s Spirit lives in you and gives you faith

2. Through His Word and Sacraments, He strengthens and preserves you, enabling you to fight the good fight of faith

D. But sometimes, even though looking back, we say, “That happened so quickly,”

1. While it was happening, it seemed to go on forever

2. Because when every moment is another tear

3. When we see those we love suffering

4. We don’t want it to go on for “ten days”

5. Because while, to God, a thousand years is like a day,

6. When you’re suffering, or when someone you love is suffering,

7. A day can seem like a thousand years

8. And when we find ourselves alone after a loved one is gone

9. Each moment can be like a thousand years

10. And our whole life can become that prison

IV. Be faithful, even to the point of death,

A. In the midst of our suffering, God calls on us to be faithful

1. And that can be so hard

2. But He doesn’t expect us to be faithful on our own

3. In fact, He knows we can’t be—we’re completely incapable

4. But He produces the faith in us

5. And He will keep us faithful as He kept Ray faithful

B. And when the struggles get too hard, it seems completely impossible

1. But with God, all things are possible

2. Even keeping us faithful to the point of death

C. And after the point of death, faith is no longer necessary

1. Because we are then judged

2. And those who had faith are judged based on Jesus’ merits instead of their own

3. But faith in Christ is replaced by sight

4. Now, we live by faith, but then, we will live be sight, seeing our Savior face-to-face

a) The Savior Who bore our sin on the cross to earn forgiveness for us

b) The Savior who died in our place to earn eternal life for us

c) The Savior Who rose from the grave to pave the way for our resurrection

V. and I will give you the crown of life.

A. Ray Hillers is no longer a member of the Church Militant

B. He has transferred permanently to the Church Triumphant

1. Just as Christ took the form of a servant all the way to the cross but now reigns in glory

2. So Ray shares in that glory that was won for him by Jesus

3. And while we suffer with separation for a little while

4. That time of separation will soon be ended

5. You may hear some say that Ray “lost the battle with cancer”

a) But he didn’t lose

b) He won—it lost its hold on him

c) The Lord preserved him in the true faith to eternal life

d) Through Christ, Ray Hillers is triumphant

6. And we wait with eager anticipation for the last day, the day of resurrection

a) The day when all will be restored

b) The day when death itself will die

c) The day when we will be reunited

d) The day when we will, like Ray already has, receive the crown of life forever

e) And we, too, will be triumphant in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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