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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: When you were Baptized, God gave you a new life so you can believe in Him and trust Him to forgive your sins because Jesus died for you.

Message: When Jesus comes back, He will give you an even better new life: you’ll never get hurt and never be sad, and you’ll live with Him forever.

Our Wedding Day

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Revelation 21:1-5) Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Evangelist Leighton Ford wrote the following about his son Sandy: During the months following Sandy's death, to cope with my grief and sense of loss, I kept a journal. Through a series of "conversations" with Sandy, I continued to express my grief and bring our relationship to a close. In one of those chats, I said, "Sandy, you've been dead two months earthtime." "I feel as if I have been alive forever, Dad. It's a lot like one big long today." "It's not a matter of time, Sandy, except that time heals. It's more a matter of nearness. I guess I'm concerned that as our time goes on, we will lose any sense of nearness." "But why, Dad? You're moving closer to eternity every day. You're no longer moving from, but to me!" "Night, son! Enjoy the stars!" "It's morning here, Dad. Enjoy the light!"

A. We can’t communicate with those who are already in glory

1. And that can be so frustrating!

2. Because we measure time in minutes, and they only measure time by “How long, O Lord?”

3. And because we live in the darkness of a sinful world, while they can see God’s face.

B. But St. John, in today’s text, gives us the smallest taste of what’s in store for us

II. And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth departed. and the sea is no more.

A. When God created the world, He said it was “good”

1. Coming from God, that’s a high compliment

2. Jesus said, “No one is good but God.”

3. So creation was absolutely perfect

B. But then sin entered the world—through Adam, Man

1. And God’s good creation became corrupt

a) Imagine your favorite food in the world (Encourage picturing it: “Take a bite. How does it taste?”)
b) Then imagine someone urinating on it

c) That’s what our sin did to God’s creation, only the creation was better, and the corruption is worse

2. And why? What caused the fall?

a) It began with a lie: “Did God really say?”

(1) Btu you can’t blame the devil

(2) We’re all guilty of this same lie today

(a) Did God really say sex should only be between one man and one woman in marriage?

(b) Did God really say we shouldn’t gossip—or encourage gossip—about others?

(c) Did God really say we should put Him first—all the time?

(d) Did God really say we should be sharing the Gospel with others, both Christians and non-Christians?

(e) YES, YES, YES! He did!

b) And then came another lie: “You will be like God.”

(1) The devil knows that knowledge is power

(2) But knowledge is not wisdom

(3) And knowledge without wisdom is extremely dangerous:

(a) We have a practically infinite amount of information on the Internet, but an astonishing percentage is pornography

(b) Methamphetamines were developed and used for decades before their addictive properties were discovered

(c) Knowledge how to make chemical and biological weapons is available to murderous government leaders

(4) God’s knowledge is always tempered with wisdom

C. But God will not allow this corrupt world to remain

1. It does for now, by His grace (undeserved love), that more may come to know Him

2. But just as He said, “Enough,” in the days of Noah, so will he again say, “Enough,” maybe in our day—maybe today

a) Because God cannot tolerate sin and death

b) They are His enemies

c) So He gets rid of them

(1) That’s what He did for you in your Baptism

(2) He got rid of your sin and death

(3) In fact, your sinful nature was drowned in your Baptism, and is daily drowned again and again in order to give you new life in Christ

3. And when God says, “Enough,” He will separate sin and death from us forever

4. And at the resurrection, we will receive new life as none we’ve ever known!

D. Because God will replace this world with a new world; all creation will be “born again,” Baptized this time by fire

1. And on that final day, He will purge all pain, suffering, and death

2. Those enemies of God will be removed forever

3. This creation will die, and the new will be incorruptible

III. And I saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

A. Who is the holy city, the bride of Christ?

1. You are

2. You are the bride whom your husband loved and gave His life for

3. You are the bride whom your Divine Bridegroom serves

4. You are the bride who will enjoy an eternal lifelong union with the Son of God

B. And on that day, God will adorn you for your husband

1. He already promised Himself to you at your Baptism

2. He has dressed you up with His own righteousness, His perfection, removing your corruption and making you incorruptible

3. And on that day, He will take you to live in His home forever

IV. And I heard a great voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with the people, and He will tent with them, and they will be His people, and God will be with them.

A. In the Old Testament, the tabernacle was the place where God came to His people

1. For about 33 years, He came to His people in the body of Jesus Christ

2. And now, He continues to come to us in His Body and Blood in the Lord’s Supper, as well as in the other Means of Grace, Baptism and His Word

B. But in the new creation, He will bring that tabernacle, that tent, to be with His people

1. He will be “Immanuel,” God with us

2. And this time, He will be with us in the fullest way, absolutely completely and eternally

V. And He will wipe away every tear out of their eyes, and death will not exist any longer, nor sorrow, nor crying, nor pain; the first things have departed.

A. What brings you tears now?

1. Is it a great loss?

2. Do you cry because of a great struggle in your life?

3. All of those struggles will on that day be replaced with joy

B. Because all of those are part of the first things

1. They exist in the first time, where we are now

2. But those things that make you cry will pass away

3. Because they have already been defeated on the cross, you can be sure that God has a solution for any problem you can lay before Him

4. So lay those problems before Him and let Him take care of them!

5. And trust Him to strengthen you in the true faith to life everlasting

VI. And He Who is sitting on the throne said, "NEW I make all things," and He said, "Write this, for these words are faithful and true."

A. It’s so hard sometimes to believe these things

1. So hard to focus on the joy of heaven in the midst of sorrow and trial

2. But yet, this promise is an absolute reality

B. God commanded that this promise be written down

1. He gave it to us in writing
2. He preserved this writing for over 1,900 years so you could read and hear it today

3. He kept His promise to send Jesus

4. And He will keep His promise to send Jesus again

5. And when your Groom comes, He will carry you home forever. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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