Rev. Dale Critchley: December 23, 2003

Children’s Sermon

Object: Does Jesus love you? Why does Jesus love you? Because you deserve it? Because you’re so cute? Because you have cool toys?

Message: Because He promised to love you, and He will never break that promise. He didn’t break that promise when it was time to die on the cross for you, and if He didn’t then, you can trust that He never will.

Holy Innocents

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. (Revelation 21:9-11, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In the science fiction book Perelandra by C.S. Lewis, the main character travels to Venus

1. In the book, Venus has not yet been corrupted by sin

2. But as the hero looks at the earth from the uncorrupted Venus, it looks upside-down from there

B. In today’s text, we get just the opposite vantage point

1. Not looking at Planet Venus

2. But rather looking at the new creation from Planet Sin

II. And [one] came to me from the seven angels that had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues, and he spoke with me saying, "Come. I will show you the bride, the wife of the lamb."

A. It’s important to note here that John is about to be shown a person, not a place

1. Because what you are about to hear described is a place

2. But God’s church is wherever He is with His people, not necessarily a particular kind of architecture

3. But in the new creation, that will be everywhere

4. And so, we find that the place and the people become synonymous, like saying, “America won’t back down from terrorism.”

5. The New Jerusalem is a place, but the important part is the people who inhabit it

B. But note how God describes His people: The bride, the wife of the Lamb

1. Even if you are a man, you are the bride of Christ

a) To understand what that means, understand what the Bible says about husbands:

b) Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her (Ephesians 5:25, NIV).

c) That’s exactly what Jesus did for you: He loved you and gave Himself up for you

(1) First, by giving up His glory to be conceived in and born of a virgin and laid in a feeding trough

(2) He gave His entire life over to service to mankind: teaching, preaching, and healing

(3) And then, because He is your husband as well as the Lamb of God,

(a) He took away the sin of the world

(b) Yours, too

(c) By going as a lamb to the slaughter on your behalf

2. So Jesus has been the perfect husband—how have you been as a wife?

a) Have you been faithful, forsaking all others?

(1) What kind of suitor have you been spending your time with instead of your Husband?

(2) Is it one thing, one particular vice, that keeps you from remaining faithful to Christ

(3) Or are you like Ezekiel describes Israel: “willing to open your feet to anyone who comes along”?

(4) It sounds crude and offensive, but think how offensive your sin is to God!

(5) Think what it does to Him to see His bride devoting yourself to everything that comes along except Him!

(a) Some of you have experienced that in your marriages: how does it feel?

(b) And those of you who, like me, have been blessed to have faithful spouses, think how hurt you’d be if your spouse were unfaithful to you

(c) Is that something you want to do to God?

(d) Do you realize what you’re doing to Him?

3. And yet, He remains faithful to you

a) He loved you enough to die for you on a cross

b) And He forgives you for your past unfaithfulness

(1) You don’t need to torment yourself for it

(2) You don’t need to worry about Him bringing up the past

(3) He has removed that sin from you

(4) You are a new creation, born again through the waters of Holy Baptism

(5) Your sinful past is washed away

(6) Today is a fresh start

(7) And He loves you as much today as He did that day on the cross, before you were even born

III. And he carried me away in spirit to a great and lofty mountain and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God.

A. As stated before, more than a place, the New Jerusalem is His church, God’s people…you

B. It is what He made you to be

1. He became lowly so you could be made lofty

2. He took on your sin to give you His purity

3. He entered your darkness to give to you His light

C. This is your destiny, what He has chosen for you

1. To be a city with the glory of God

2. A triumphant city that no enemy can overcome

3. A city with great walls to protect you

4. And most importantly, a city where you will live forever with God

a) Because what we experience partly now of God’s presence in His Word and Sacraments

b) We will experience fully and forever in the new creation

IV. Her brilliance was like a precious stone, like a stone of crystalline jasper.

A. When God created this world, He first created light, then three days later, He created the heavenly bodies that shine and reflect that light

B. When Jesus died for you on the cross, the light was darkened, but on the third day, He shone the light of glory and resurrection

C. Your third day is coming soon

1. When God will take you from this dark world to be His new creation in His new creation

2. When you will shine not with the reflected light of God’s glory, but glory from yourself, given to you by your husband, the Lamb of God

3. On that day, you, too, will shine with the light of resurrection

4. And that day will never end in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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