Book ’em

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Revelation 21:22-27, NIV).

I did not see a temple in the city,
because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it,
for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.

On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.
The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.

Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful,
but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Beautiful picture of the new creation which will replace the current: Described as a contrast to our earthly cities.

A. We have nothing to compare it to; only contrast.

B. It’s beyond our comprehension because we’ve never seen perfection.

II. Not Temple, but presence

A. We need a temple as an intermediary

1. We’re sinful and can’t approach God

2. We need a way to “contain” God but can’t contain an infinite God in our little minds

B. We have Jesus as our temple

1. Stands between us and God as our advocate (lawyer)

2. Is present w/ us

a. Baptism: Put His name on us

b. Word: Incarnate: He’s there (here)

c. Lord’s Supper: Really present

III. Not sun/moon, but Glory

A. Too much brightness is blinding

1. Ever drive from Amherst to Point around 1 hr. before sunset?

2. Sun too bright for us

3. Our sin makes God’s glory unbearable.

B. We will share in His glory

1. Sins are cleansed & will be completely removed

2. His glory given to us.

IV. Not closed, but open to all nations

A. We lock up our possessions to protect them

1. Fear losing them

2. More concerned with possessions than our inheritance

B. Jesus died for all nations

1. Nothing to lose in the new creation; everyone will have all they need or want.

2. All may share in the gift

V. Not sinners, but those “booked”

A. Sinners aren’t allowed in

1. None of us deserve to inherit the new creation

2. Can never pay the high admission price

B. Jesus paid our admission

1. On the guest list

2. Jesus paid our admission

3. We are a new creation through Baptism

VI. Conclusion: While we can’t imagine the new creation, we can be excited nonetheless

A. Thank God for giving us a future

B. Thank Him for being with us in the past

C. Ask Him to keep His promise to be with us now.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Worn out shirt

Message: People get worn out

Jesus died to fix us: someday, we’ll be brand new.

Prayer: Thanks for fixing us.

